of dge- | 


YE 


—_ 


4.3 Veares 


4 


| 
Y 


[4 
| 
? 
# 
« 
5 
J 
j 
: 


mt rien lf alu oi. 


me rirmny  riggireca pes < ode for 


Y p "> I e » » - - - 
vo OW ore I + (Or neg 5 Aber auf non re es, or 4 bu RY | Merten OY prey & fo 61s, il 


i Fe AC AAERe Er Poe Re Fe 16 5 LOT" ” q s ur oe need themes wi he again Meath s £36 00S 0 rr ot eres OE WIT 


of dge- | 


YE 


—_ 


4.3 Veares 


4 


| 
Y 


[4 
| 
? 
# 
« 
5 
J 
j 
: 


mt rien lf alu oi. 


me rirmny  riggireca pes < ode for 


Y p "> I e » » - - - 
vo OW ore I + (Or neg 5 Aber auf non re es, or 4 bu RY | Merten OY prey & fo 61s, il 


i Fe AC AAERe Er Poe Re Fe 16 5 LOT" ” q s ur oe need themes wi he again Meath s £36 00S 0 rr ot eres OE WIT 


x 


"The Lirt, REiG 


OF 
Il 


_ 


# 


The Riſe and 


Fa 


ed ve 


*; 


® 


"S ; 


VA es 
wary Fn 


P OLE 
y-7 ef 
F 


6 


64%. 
Be 
" 


7. our 
SLE 


Ea RIS en ellis Ro ERS 


eat os I” 


Stn od «7 _- 
2 Hat 4g 


POke5 Oadreegog eaetsedreppmortoriy penn teoreygs eng + ON NETIN  WPSIED Ob. ++: + thy 09056 net 
« L 2 4s , 7 o KC , : MEE 6 's b . £ k 7 : F * 


p94”? at ad een dren tad re Bee i ne tt, ae rot Rint eat. wo. oration £3. ud 


R EADE % | 
Hou haſt here OY to thy View the Life| 
and Death of Edward the Second , one of _thef 

” molt Unfortunate Princes that ever ſwayed the| 

| Engl iſh Scepter- . What it was that, made him {o,1 
to, thee, to judge, . when thou haſt read"his Story." But | 
certainly a allneſs of .his-Queen, and the Flattery of| | 
thoſe Court-Parafites . Caveftor and. the Sendrh, "Ui | 
.c6ntribate not a little thereto. © 1 od 
As for the Gentleman: that wrote. 6 is: * ory:y his | 

| own following Preface. tq' the Reader: will. g 
ſhort Account, as alſo of. the Work, it. togethe 
with the Deſigne and \Time of its writin | hich was | 
above Par ye ſince. | AER thi i Nik TI 


ry way yl 


few Hbſalete words, 
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Ws. x v3 
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tew who were able to _ hair 4 
Maſe a Stile. 

ight eaſily enlarge in our ir Commendations of 
his Ec ellen Hiſtory ; bur it needs not ; and therefore 


we leave it to.thee to read and judge. © 
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out-run thoſe weary bours of a deep 
nd fad Pafiion , my melancholy Pen 
fell accidentally on this Hiflorical Re- 
which ſpeaks @ Ring, our own, though 
ortunate ; and ſhews the.” 
nd Falt of bi Inglorious eM inions, 
x not herein followed the dull Charafler 
YORs ampli ified more than tbey 
fear 1 Cenſure, fince at the 
fonth mif-fpended ; which 
obt Perfeftion. 


0 view it, tax not my Errours , 


Ly 


” 
Oo 


_— 
8” * of 


* 7 
oe” 


in 


. 


PI . 
R LANE 
. 
© 
. 
2 £ 
$ 
* 
A 
"1\ 
" Ll Z . © 
f & ** « ” F ” * 
4 Y £4 ( : h 
+ ; ; 
Lo 
x 
- 


"THE, 
IGN and. DEATH. 


"Q3 


co . 
+ 
Y F" #2 - % - 
' 
4 X 
: "IS. . Fi WÞ ach 
Y * ko S > &S 2 
F 
F. p 
3 1 * 
* $1 - 
þ 


F ather, ery Klee of Eneland "b 
| ders of.the Rebelliqus Welſhinen, - F belly and: Mere, Srk 
being taken. and execiited, the Combul Or Nt e:Com- 
bro-Britains wete: quieted and ſettled.m anmunite or 
| dience, /;: The Scots, by the teſi jonation © of Batol, 
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| upon him; the Regiment of this then glorious Kingdo 
If we may credit the moſt /antient Hiſtorians his oo 


Branch Was 25 of arr Aſpe&t Fae and.- lovely:; Carryi 
outward appearance many promiling Prediction 

guJar expecation.. ' But: the oy ent Wot the 
| have the/preheminence inzpoint 
ſure.' * The, ſmootheſt waters. 10! 
| deep and dangerous ; -and the ER SE nipt I by 
an-unkindly Froſt, wither, or produce. their; fruit {owre 


or a which may. properly imply.,.. That the 
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ietion' evidently: proved in the Late, Raign, and Death 
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—” LD "= R D the! Second eldeſt Son of Edward 
DSS > Oh I "el and Elenor the vertuous Siſter of the 


| ecution: of Wallis, arid the expulſion: of Brees © that SAY | 
tended King, were reduced to their firſt Monarchy.,.and | 
brought to an abſolute ſubjeion, at ſach time as he togk | 


vifible Calendar is not. the true Character of- inward Per- | 
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T he Raign and Death of 3 
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Edw. 1's 
careine- | | 
| ducativg, - 


| his Son. 


of this unfortunate Monarch. His Story ſpeaks the Mor- 
ning' fair, the Noon-tide eclipſed, and the {ad Evening of 
his Life more memorable by his untimely Death and Ru- 
ine. He could not have been ſo unworthy a Son of ſo 
noble a Father, nor ſo inglorious a Father of fo excellent 


a Son, if either Vertue or Vice had been hereditary. Our 
Chronicles, as they parallel not him in his Jicentious Er- | 


rours , ſo do they rarely equal the Wiſdom and Valour 
of the one that went before , and the other that imme- 
diately ſucceeded him. Neither was this degenerate 
Corruption in him tranſcendent from the womb that bare 
him, ſince all Writers agree his Mother to be one of the 


\moſt pious and illuſtrious pieces of Female-goodneſs that 


is regiſtred in thoſe memorable Stories of all our Royal 


|Wedlocks. But the divine Ordinances are wſcrutable, 


and not tobe queſtioned ; it may elſe ſeem juſtly wor- 
thy admiration, how ſo crooked a Plant ſhould ſpring 
from a Tree ſo great and-glorions. His younger years 
diſcovered a ſoftly, ſweet, and milde temper, pliable e- 


[nough to the impreſſions of Vertue 3 when he came to 
write Man, he was believ'd over-liberally wanton, but 


not extreamly. vicious. The Royal honour of his Birth- 


phe was ſcarcely inveſted in his perſon, when Time (the 


2 | Tonchſtone of Truth ) ſhews him to the world a meer 


mpoſture ; in Converſation light, in Condition way- 


|: r ., in Will violent , and in Paſſion furious and irre- 


ichable. 
: Þ _ = ky E PR | | | 
ward, 'bis valiant and prudent Father, had, by the 


of a happy Monarchy ; making it his laſt and preateſt 


worthy to-perfe& this great Work,and preſerve it. And 
[from this Conſideration he leads him to the Scorch 


| be 


| care to continue It ſo in his ſucceſſion. This caus'd him 
to employ his beſt underſtanding and labour for'the en- 
_ | abling of his Son, that he might be powerful, fir, and 


Wars, to teach him the right uſe of Arms, which are to 
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| to command t. Uplefs theſe might be taken'off and 
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EDWAR D tbe Second. 


vantage of time and opportunity, which lead. humane 
Actions by the hand to their perteGtion. Here, he like- 


mand. Laſtly, he unlocks the Cloſet of his heart, .and 
lays before him thoſe ſame Arcana Imperizs and ſecret my-| 
{teries of State, which are onely ptoper to the Royal O-| 
perations, and lie not inthe road ok Vulgar Inonlodge 3 J 
yet, tetring him' withal know, that. all Theſe were too | 
weak to ſupport the burthen of a Crown, if there be not 
a correſpondent worth in him that wears: it; With theſe 
grave Principles the prudent Father apening the way, ſoon | 
perceives he had 4 remaining task of a' much harder tem- 
per 3. with an unwilling eye he beholds 1n'his Son many 
{ad remonſtrances which intimate tather a natural vicious 
inclination, than the corruption of time,or want, of, abulicy 


cleanſed, he imagines all his other Cautions would be uſe- 
lets and to little purpoſe. The pruning of the Branches: 
would improve the Fruit little, where E Free was taint 


knew how difficult a thing it was to invert, the courſe 
Nature, eſpecially being confirm'd by. continnance' of Pra- 
ice, and made habituary by cuſtom, : yet he leayes no 
means unattempted 3 being confident: that Wedlack;, or 
the ſad wei he of a Crown , would in the ſer e.of. Ho- 


flow from heat of Youth, want of Experience, and the 


which,with all thoſe ({weet and milde intreaties that ſpring 
from the heart of an eſſential love, he ſtrives to reclaim, 
intermixing withal as great a Paternal ſeverity as might 


be managed as well by diſcretion as valour, and the ad- | 


wiſe inſiruts him with ' thoſe more excellent Rules of | 
Knowledge and Diſcipline 5 that. he might exactly know 
what it was, and how to obey before he came-to com- | 


ted in the root with ſo foul a Canker. '- Too. wall. of £ 


noble. Tenderneſs of F atherly aff #1; 4 | AWE FF aan | 
| what his belief, and made him give his diſorderly ations 
the beſt conftruQion, which ad” their ron to 


wickednels of thoſe that fed him with ſo baſe impreſſions; | 


_ pro perly 


4 


[-: 


purge. - <—=ogy oy ern ay ID 


y TW 
7 BO OO OE Obs 901 \ OG ay #4 
I Lad T - Leg _ 7 "A 
$04 g a -P- Dhegrnt bs 
S, % r 
$05 ewoey 29 ongoing . AY Fg v ety MINI : 
gs 3" 0 AA va 


b, FT We 

a5 " ) F >. 
aero ayes Eero pn Ret te: 
al $a nt x ah Fs phat” Laces and a, 4444 
Ds AE 1 Re DE 


; Dd RCA : O15. 0 TORT TATE 
et IC tare ar 


T 4 Ps Ob £3 0a 24 
tits £ roommate Sateen _ FO IS 
gy, k TR NSN s $i ro fd AY 
4 $8” . 7 I It by. : 


4 


C——_——— 


properly ſute the condition of a judicious Father, and the 
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and Cha- | 
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[dear ly to cheriſh the' growing AﬀeQions'of this new For- 
 [raign Acquaintance 5 who applies himſelf wholly to win 


[withone and the (elf-fame motion ; o'that the one ſeem'd 
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winning Behaviour, which he could at all | 

vary'according to the condition of time 

lorthe moſt advantage. The youthful 
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is "WM > > M hors .- ined daft upon this pleaſing 
ing” his” amorous' Glances entertained 


Ebecoming' a modeſty, begins | 
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him to a deeper Engagetnent. A ſhort paſſage of time 
had fo cemented their hearts, ' that:they: ſeem'd to bear | 
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bor the other, like a Body without a Sont, or 2 Sha-: 
dow without a Subſtance. Gaweſton, the more to allure! 
ſo gracious a Maſter, ſtrives to fir his hnmour, leaving his 
Honour to his own protection, ſeconding his' wanton dif. | 
potition with all thoſe bewitching Vanities of licentiotis| 
and unbridled Youth , which in ſhort time, by the fre. 


quencie of practice, begers {uch a confidence, char the 


fall from that reſerved ſecrecy which ſhould ſhadow aGi- 
ons fo unworthy , protefling freely a debanche and dif- 
ſolute kind of behaviour , to the ſhame and forrow of 


the grieved King and Kingdom. This haſtencd on the 
Sentence of his Baniſhment,that thought himſelf then molt 
ſecure 1n the aſlurance of the Princes favour. The me- 
lancholy apparitions of their parting,gave the world a firm 
belief that this inchanting Mountebank had in the Cabi- 
net of his Maſters heart, too dear a room and being. 

The King knowing ſuch impreſſi ons are ealily won, but 


| hardly loſt, ſtrives to take him off by degrees, and la. 


bours to ak him wave the memory of? that dotage 
which with a divining Spirit he foreſaw in time would. 
be his ruine. But death overtakes him before he tolild 


bring this lo wo 2 Work to fall perfe&tion. The time! |. 


cod End, he this intreats bis Soi and Lor op R 


whole watry eyes ingirt his ga Death-bed, | -g 


voy 4m 


| neſs tis yours, and you will ſo feras it; if ahem, 

| Pains and Glory will be your Diſhonour. To be a King, 675 
3s the gift of Nature ; and Fortune makes him ſo that js by 
C onqueſt ; but Royal Goodneſs is the gift of Heaven that be 


ſeth Crowns with an Immortal Glory. Beliewe not vamly 
that ſo great a Calling is given to man to warrant his dif- | 


order. It is a Bleſſing, yet a weighty Burthen, which '( if 
E _ abuſed) 
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The Raign and Death of. | 


4 


| abuſed ) breaks his back that bears it. Tour former Er- 
ronrs, now continued, are 10 more yours, they are the Kings, 
| which will betray the Kingdom. The Soveraigns Vice be- 


ample. Can you in Tu ftice puniſh them for that whereof your 


| ſelf are guilty © But you, perhaps, may think your ſelf ex- 


empt, that are above the Law. Alas, miſtake not ; there are 
Inunfions higher far than are your own, will crave a Rec- 
koning. To be belov'd, ſecures a ſweet Obedience ; but fear 
betrays the heart of true Subjection, and makes your People 
yours but by Compulſion. Majeſtick thoughts, like Elemental 
fire, ſbould tend ſtill KS 6 when they ſink lower than 
thetr Sphere , they win Contempt and Hatred. Adwance 
and cheriſh thoſe of ancient Bloud and Greatneſs : Upſtarts 
are rais d with Envy, kept with Danger. Tou muſt pre- 
looſe a Baſeneſs. Maſter your Paſſions with a noble temper ; 
| ſuch Triumphs makgs the Victor conquer others. See here 
ontÞf3 [ Bloſſont. T had not hid to ſee this ſnowy Winter, 
0 tb a 8 wean d my heart from vain Temptations ; my 


[the Runes of a dying Scepter, that once was, as you are, a 


1.J# oment, not mt Eye, did fteer my Compaſs, which gave 


1 Touth this Age that ends in Glory. I will not ſay, you 
too long have wander d, though my ſad heart hath droopt 


Tour. » Ihe time zow fitly calls you home ; cm- 
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e £006 your Worth ; rf that miſcarry, 
os Hopes and your own Glory. Thoſe 
pies" 7 Sos Ta 


Verge-cf ectzons. The Royal Actions muſt be 


ww 


gets the Subje&s Errour, who practiſe good or ill by bis Ex- 


ſerve a well-reſpefied diſtance, as far from Pride, as from too 


| for big raurn will haſten your defirudtion. Such Cankers 


—— 


| 


| #nd ſadly ſilent, longs to hear their Anſwer. His weeping 


EDWaRr D the Second. 
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may not taſte your ear or favour, but in a modeſt and chaſt 
proportion. Let true-born Greatneſs manage great Employ- 
ments ; they are moſt fit that have a native goodneſs. Mu- 
broms in State that are preferr'd by dotage open the Gap to 
\ Wo | Pay £ 

Hate and Civil Tumnlt. Tou cannot juſtly blame the Great 
ones Murmur, if they command that are ſcarce fit to ſerve 
| | | | | 
them ; ſuch ſudden leaps nmſt break his neck that ventures, 
and ſhake that Crown which gives his Wings their motion. 
And you, my Lords, that witneſs this laſt Summons, you in 
| whoſe Loyal hearts your Soveraign flouriſht, continue ſtill a 
ſweet and wertuous Concord ; temper the heat of my youthful 
S ucceſſor that he may prove as good, as great in Title. Main- 
tain the Sentence was by me pronounced ; keep ſtill that Vi- 
per hence that harbours miſchief : if he return, I fear "twill 
| be your Ruine. It is my laſt Requeſt; I, dying, make it, 
which I do firmly hope you will not blemiſh. TI would ſay 


zrore, but, ah, my Spirits fail me. 
With this, he fainting, ſwoons; at length recovers, 


Son and heavy drooping Barons, do mutually proteſt a 
ſtri& Obſervance, and vow to keep, with truth, this grave 
Injunction. His jealous Spirit 1s not yet contented, until 
they binde it with an Oath, and ſwear performance. 
Scarce was it ended , when he mildly leaves the world 
more confident than he had cauſe 3. as a ſhort paſlage of 
time made plain and evident. Dead mens Preſcriptions 
ſeldom tie the living, where Conſcience awes not thoſe 
that are intruſted. Mortui non mordent ,. which: gives to 
humane frailty a ſeeming uncontrouled power of ſuch 
Injuſtice. To truſt to Vows or Oaths, 1s equal hazard ; 


If Vertue, Goodneſs, and Religion tye not, a 
Death-bed Charge and ſolemn Oaths are fruitlels. Here 
you may ſee it inſtanc'd : This great King, as wile as 
fortunate, living, m_ the Obedience of a Father and a 


Soveraign ; who, ſcarcely cold in his Mother es 2 
o0N 


he that will wound his Soul with one, can wave the o-| 
| ther. 
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'The Kaign and Deat wy of 


| |foon loſt in the memory botts of Son and Subject. His 
- | Funeral-tcars ( the fruits of form rather than truth ) | 
newly dried up, and his Ceremonial Rites ended, hs | 
'Netr- | afJumcs heb Crown and Scepter : : while all mens 
 cyCs were fixed to bchold the firft Virgm- works of his 
| Greatncls : ſo many glorious and brave victorious Con- 
Foneſis having given "this Warlike Nation life ard ſpirit fit 
for preſent AGion. ' The youthful King being 1n the bra- 
| 1 very of his years, won a belict in the aGizve Souldier, that 
1o apt a Scholar as he had ſhew'd himſelf in the Art Mili- 
tary during the Ccotiſh Wars, would handlel the Maiden- 
{head of his Crown with fome Our-ringing Larum thar 
{might waken the Ne johbour-Provinces, and make them 
{know his Power: But his inglorious Ames were bent a- 
\[nother way ; neither to ſettle his own, or conquer 0- 
\thers. He had within his breaſt an unnatural Civil War 
{which gains the firſt preheminence in his'Reſolution. 
{His care 1s to quiet theſe in a Courſe wholly unjuſt, and 
moſt unworthy his proper goodnels. Seeing himſelt 
now free ard abſolute, he thinks it not enough, unlels his 
Wil as well as his Power, were equally obey'd. Being 
.,|a Son and a Subject, his Conformity had witnets'd his Obe- 
#1] dience ; 7 being now a Soveraien and a King, he expects 
The young] a Correſpondence oi the itfne nature. The fad Re- 
£7 ihe Mee ftridions of bis ay1 ing Fathcr, ſo contrarious to his aims, 
-j (Oath, | | rouDIE $33 Unquitt thoughts: ; where the Idea of his a: 
Ment love did: hold fo firm a fooring. With caſe he can 
| difpence. with his own engagement : ; but tears the Lords, 
whom he conceits too firmly tixt to waver. He dares 
{not Comm unicate the-depth of his Reſolution, being a 
| lecrer of too-great weight to be divulged ; he thinks IN- 
|rreaty an a@ too much beneath him ; and to attempt at 
random, full of hazard. In theſe his reſtleſs paſſions, he 
out-runs the Honey-month of his Empire ; looking aſquint | 
upon the nec>flary Attions of State, that requir'd his more 
vigtlane care and foreſight. This kind of reclus'd beha- 
viour makes him unpleaſant to his Lords, and nothing 


IF Bs. Re. Es plauſible | 


' 
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EDWARD the Second. = | 9 | 


plaufible to the 1nteriour ſort of SubjeQs, who expe the 
beginning Acts of a Crown to be affable and gracious; 
which wins ground by degrees on vulgar Aﬀections, ma- 
king the way ſure to a willing Obedience. But he e- 
ſteems this as a work of Supererogation , believing the þ 
bare Tye of Duty was enough , without confirmation : 
all his thoughts are entirely fixt upon his Gaveſton ; with- | 
out him.-he cannot be, yet how-to get him handfomly, 
without a Scar, 1s quite without his knowledge. He | 
concludes it in his ſecret Revolutions, too preat an In- F 
juſtice, that contines the King from the tree uſe and pol: | 
{cflion of his neareſt and deareſt AﬀeGtion ; and cannot 
tmagine 1t to be reaſon, that his private Appetite ſhould 
{ubſcribe to publick neceſſity. In theſe kind of imaginary ran; 

Diſputations, he brings himſelf to the height of ſuch an Wh height 
| inward agitation; that he falls into a fad retired Melan- | of melan- | 


choly ; while all men ( as they juſtly might ) won- 
der'd, but few did know the reaſon : Amongſt theſe, a | 
| Page of his Chamber, one that had an oyly tongue (a fit | 
| inſtrument for ſuch a Phyſician ) adventures the care of | _ 
3 this diſeaſed Paſſion. This green States-man, with a fore- | 54. cy. | 
- rizht look, ſtrives rather to pleaſe;than to adviſe; caring | afterand | 
"2 not what ſucceeds, ſo he may make it the Stair of his ns 
$: Preferment. The Court-corruption ingenders a world | raſites. 
of theſe Caterpillers, that, to work their own ends, value 
not at one blow to hazard both the King and Kingdom. | | 
The Errour is not ſo properly theirs, as their Maſters, | 


who do countenance and advance ſuch Sycophants ; lea- 
ving the integrity of hearts more honeſt (that would fa- 
crifice themſelves in his Service in the true way of Ho-| | 
nour ) wholly contemn'd and neglected : which hath] + | 
begotten ſo many deſperate Convullions, that have ( as| | 
we may finde in our own Stories ) depoſed divers glo- 
rious Kings from their proper Dignity, and lawtul Inhe- 
{ritance. There are too many frequent Examples what 
miſchief ſuch Paraſitical Minions have wrought to thoſe 


ſeveral States they liv'd in; and certainly fuch Revolu- 
| tions 


—_— 
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; Gareſton. 


Speech to | 


tions ſucceed by a neceſſary and inevitable Juſtice : for 
where the Royal Ear is ſo guided, there enſues a general 
Subverſion of all Law and Goodneſs ; as you may be- 
hold here evidently in this unfortunate King, who wil- 


%. 


his Counſel. 


re you a King (C Great Sir } and yet a Subject © can 


you Command, and yet muſt yield Obedience £ 1hen leave 
your Scepter. The Law of Nature gives the pooreſt their 


A fections.; are you reſtrained e? It 3s your omn | njuſtice 
that makes your Will admit this ſeparation : if you com- 
mand, who dares controul youſ# ACtions, which ought to 


be obeyed , and not diſputed ? . Say that your wayward Lords 


anger. Admit great Edward did command Obedience, he 
then was King, your Sovereign, and your Father ; he now 


| 3s dead,. and you enjoy bis Power ; will you yet flill obey and 


ſerve his ſhadow? His Vigour dull'd with Age, conld not 


give Laws to ſuit your Touth and Spirit ; nor 1s it proper 


| that the Regal Power be made a ſtranger t5 his own Con- 


tentment , or be debarrd from inward Peace and Quict. 
Did you but truely know what 'tis to be a Monarch, you ld 


| be ſo to your ſelf as well as gthers. What do you fear, or 


| what 3s it reftrains you © A ſeeming Danger, more in ſhew 
than ſubſtance. Wiſe men that finde their aims confin'd 
to hazard, ſecure the worſt before they give them action. 
You have a Kingdoms Power to back, a Will to guide t ; 


' | Can private fear ſuggeſt to ſhake it ® Alas, they cannot, 
| if your ſelf were conſtant : Who dares oppoſe, if” you com- 
| mand Obedience © I deny not, if” you be faint or ftagger, 


you may be croſt and curb'd by that advantage, that gives 
| their moving-beart ſhew of Fuſtice. Tou underſtand your 


denial, why do you dally,or delay to right them © The more 


| 39% paiſe your doubts, the more they double, and make things 


worſe 


lingly entertains this fawning Orator, that thus preſents 


do frown, or murnnr, will you-:for this forbear your own | 
 Contentment ? One rough Majeſtick glaunce will charm their 


ſelf, and feel your Paſſions; if they be ſuch as will not brook 


wt 


4 = 


YI 


| EDWARD the Second, | I1 | 
worſe than they or are, or can be : appearing like your ſelf, | 
theſe clouds will vaniſh, and then you'll fee and know your 
proper errour. ' Will you vouchſafe my truſt, I'll fetch him 
hither, whoſe abſence gives you ſuch a ſac diftra5 won : Ton 
5 may the whit ſecure his entertainment with ſuch a ftrength, 
2 may warrant your proceedings. *"Twere madneſs to ask 
- leawe to att Yoon ſſrons, where Pardon may be had when 
T they are afted.. If you do ſeek conſent from your great Ba- 
2 rons, theyll dare deny ; which is nor fault, nor Trea ſon ; 
1 | and in that aft you foil your. hopes and ation, which gives 
= their oppoſition ſhew of Juſtice. | But 'tis in vain toplead 
3 the grounds of Reaſon, ſince 'tis your Will mnt give the re- 
: ſolution : If that be ext, there needs no more dt: jpting, but 
- | ſuch as beſt may bring it to perfection. 
E: When this ſmooth Phyſician had preſcribed ſo fit a | 
: Balſaumu tor ſo foul a Wound, the King feems infinitely 
E. | pleaſed in his relation ; he had: hit his eflres in the 
3 Maſter-vein, and firuck his former Jealoufie between 
- wind and water, fo that it ſunk 1n the inſtant : his love-| 
Po fick Heart became more tree and frolick; which ſudden | 
_ mutation begat as great a wonder, The Operations of | 
fi the Fancy tranſport ſometimes our Imagination to beheve 
5 an actual poſleſſion of thole things we moſt detire and 
12 hope tor; which gives ſuch a life to the dejected Spirits 
: of the Body, that in the inſtant they ſeem cloathed in a | 
3 new Habit. Such was the condition of this wanton King, | | 
3 that in this bare overture, conceits the fruition of his be- | 
4 loved Damon, and apprehends this Golden Dream to be 
: an eſſential part of his fantaſtique Happineſs. He heaps ; 
- a world of promiſes and thanks on the Relator, letting 1. 
; him know, he waits bur a. fitting opportunity to give this 41 
3 project life' and aftion; --Iiis a politique part of Court- 4. 
C wiſdome, to inſinuate and lay hold of all the befitring 1 
: opportunities, that may claw the Prince's humour that 1s | 4 
: naturally vain-glorious: [or vicious 3 there is not a more| | 
; ready and certain way of advancement,tf it do ſhake _— | 
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© The Raign and Death of 


—— 


with Modeſty, and appear with an undaunted, impudent 
boldneſs. He that will be a Courtier, and contains him- 
(lf within the modeſt temperance of pure Honeſty, and 
not intrude himſelf before he be called, may like a Sea- 
mark ſerve to teach other men to ſteer their Courſe, 
while he himſelf ſticks faſt, unmoved, unpitied. All the 
Abilities of Nature, Art; Education, are ufeleſs, if they 


| be tycd to the links of Honeſty, which hath little or no 


| ſocicty in the Rules of State or Pleaſure, which as they 
are unlimited, walk mn the by-way from all that is good 
or Vertuous. 


If this Butterfly had truly laid before his unhappy Ma- 


ing Father, to falſitie ſuch Vows and Oaths ſo ſolemnly 
{worn , and to irritate the greateſt Peers of the Kingdom 
with ſo unworthy an aCtion, (which had been the Dur 
of a Servant of his Maſters Honour truely careful) he 
had felt the Reward of fſach plam dealing, either with 
Scorn, 'Contempt , or Paſſion; whoſe flattering falſe- 
hood wins him ſpecial Grace and Favour, and gains the 
title of an able Agent. 2 

Some few days paſs, which ſeem'd ore long, before 
the King exacts a ſecond tryal. , In the interim, to take 


Kingdom, and with a ſeeming ſerious care ſurveys each 
paſſage, and not ſo much as ſighs, or names his Gawa- 
ſton ; doubting if in his way he were diſcovered, there 
might be ſome croſs-work might blaſt his project : He 
knew how eaſie 'twas (it once ſuſpected) to take away 
the Cauſe might breed a difference: What could fo 
poor a ſtranger do that might protect him againſt or pu- 
blick Force, or -private Miſchiet, either of which he knew 
would be attempted, before the Lords would ſuffer his 
repriſal ? When all was whiſht and quiet, and all mens 


throws him his Purſe, and bids him haſte; he knew his 


"— —— 


T 


eyes were fixed upon the preſent, he calls his truſty 
| Roger to his private preſence, and after ſome Inſtructions | 


ſter, What it had been to break the Injunttions of a dy- | 


away. all jealouſie, he enters into 'the buſineſs of the | 


| 
| 
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EDwaR D the Second. 


Errand. The wily Servant knows his Maſters meaning, 
and Jeaves the Court, pretending juſt occaſion, proud 
of imployment poſting on his Journey. 
ving thus far gone, muſt now go onward ; he knew 
that long it could not be concealed ; ſuch ons cannot 
reſt in ſleepy lilence ; which made him think it fir to be 
the firſt Reporter. This makes him ſend and call his 
Council, who ſoon are ready, and attend his Summons ; 
where he makes known the tury of his Paſſions, and tells 
the way that he had taken to eafe them. So ſtrange an 
act begets as great a wonder ; they 42 voce labour to 
divert him, and humbly plead his Fathers laſt Injunction, 
to which their Faiths were tyed by deep Engagement. 
They urge the Law that could not be diſpens'd with, 

without a publick breach of his preſcription. They 
ſpeak the Vows and Oaths they all had taken, which in 
conſenting would make them falſe and perjur'd. This 


adjourn his reſolution ; time might happily finde our a 
way might give him content, and yet might ſave their 
Honours: - His jealous fear ſuſpeds this modeſt anſwer; 
a temporizing muſt increaſe his lorrow, while they 1o 
warned might work a ſure prevention. Being thus at 
plunge, he ſtrives to make it ſure, and win his Will, or 
looſe his Juriſdiction. Though he were naturally of a 
ſuſpicious and timerous Nature. yet {ceing now the inte- 
reſt of his Power at ſtake on the ſucceſs of this Overture, 
he lays alide his effeminate diſpotition, and with angry 
Brow, and ſtern Majeſty, doth thus diſcourſe his Pr 


{ure. 


Am IT your King *® If ſo, why then obey me ; left while 
you teach me Law,” I learn you Duty. Know, I am firmly 
bent, and will not vary. If you and all the K inpdowe frown, 
T care not : You muſt enjoy your own affeStions, I not ſo nmch 
a5 queſtion or controul them; but I that am your Sovereign, 


The King ha-| 


muſt be tutor'd to love and fx alone by your diſcretion. Do | 


working nothing, they entreat him he would a while | . 


Reply. 


re EEE 


not 


Acquaints 
his Coun- 
cil therc- 
with;who 
labour to | 
divert him. 


His angry | 
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| reffion. 1 ſhould be loth to let you feel my Power ; but mn 
| and will, if you too wmch enforce me. If not Obedience, 
yet your Loves might tender a kinde conſent, when tis your 
| King that ſeeks it. But you perhaps conceit you ſhare my | 
| Power 3 you neither do' nor ſhall, while T command it , I' 
| will be ftill my ſelf, or leſs than nothing. 
| | 


{ 
| 
| 
' 


.| kinde of looſe ſcorn ; for their refuſal his valiant heart 


v 
—_—— 


| with doubtful hazard. They ſadly tilent fit , and view 


'-| more cale to treat the buſinels; each one doth firſt ſurvey 


—_— 


| wrought ir. This brings him back with a more familiar | 


. 
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| The Kaign and Death of 
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| ot miſtake, I am not now in Wardſhip, nor will be chalkt 
| out ways to guide my fancy. Tend you the Kingdoms and 


the publick, Errours ; 1 can prevent mine own without Pro- 


| 


Thele words, and the manner of their delivery, bred 
. \ . . "IS 98} =; : . g . 
'a ſtrange diſtraftion, in which he flings away with a 


had yet his proper motions , which toſt it to and tro 


each other, wiſhing ſome one would ſhew undaunted 
Valour, to tye the Bel! about the Cats neck that trights 
them; but none appears. They yet were ſtrangers to 
their own party, and the Kings condittons. Their late 
dead Maſter's ways were {mooth and harmleſs, as tree 
trom private Wrongs as publick Grievance ; which had 
extinguiſhr all pretence of Faction, and made them meet 
as Friends without aſſurance ; this wrought them with 


his own condition, which ſingle could do little, and yer 
expreſt might cauſe his proper ruine : next they meaſure 
the Kings Will and Power, with his Command ; againſt 
which in vain - were conteſtation, where wants united 
ſirength to make it ſure. Laſtly, they examine what | 
could at worſt enſue in their conſenting, ſince it was as 
poſſible , ro remove him being here, as ſtop his coming. 
The King advertiſed by a private Intelligencer (a fit in- 
{trument m the body of a State, in the Sociery and Body 
of a Counci]) of their ſtaggering irreſolution, and find- 
ing his Pills had ſo kinde an Operation, lays hold of the 
advantage, and would not let the ion cool before he 


and 
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EDWARD the Second. - Is 


and mild look, and begets a diſcourſe leſs | paſſionate, but 
| more prevailing. Temperately he lays before them the 
| extremity of his inward trouble, which had fo engroſt | 
his private thoughts, that he had been thereby enforced | | 
to eſtrange himſelf from them, and negleGed the Rights | 
due to his Crown and Dignity. He lers them know the 
depth of his engagement, which had no aim repugnant 
to dv Publick Good, nor intention hurtfu] to their pro- 

- Honours ; and to conclude, he intreats them, (it 
hte of them had been truely touch d with a diſcaſe of 
the ſame quality ) that they would indifferently meaſure 
his Condition by their own Sufferings. So fair a Sun- | 3 
ſhine following at the heels of fo ſharp a Tempeſt, | The Coun- 
wrought a ſudden innovation ; their yielding hearts ſeek he _— j 
to win Grace, rather than hazard his Dilpleaſure : — Ye! | Carton 
'to colour ſo apparent a breach of Faith to their dead | 
Maſter, they capitulate certain Conditions, which might 
leem to cxtenuate (1f not take off ) the Rain of their 
diſhonour ; as if matter of circumſtance had been a {uf-} | 
ficient 'motive for the breach of an Oath fo. ſolemnly. 
and authentically (worn. The King relolv'd to purchale 
his peace, (whole price was but verba[]) is nothing ipa- ol 
ring to promile all and more than was demanded ; which | | 
they credit over- haſtily, though they conld not be fo | 
light of belief as to imagine, that he would keep tits 
Word with the Subje&, that wiltully incursa Perjury a- 
gainſt nis own Father ; yet in caſe of neceſlity 1t was by | 
general conſent agreed, rather to ſublcribe, than to en- 
danger the Peace of the Kingdom, by fo unkinde and. 
unnatural a diviſion. The King giving to each of them| - 
particular thanks, (having thus plaid his Maſters prize) 
departs wondrouſly content and jocund : they fecm out- 
wardly not Glploated, that had obtain'd as much as the d' 
could defire 3 and hoped the end would be fair, it not 
fortunate. The eye of the world may be blinded, and 
the ſeverity of humane Conſtitutions removed ; but {o 


| great a Perjury {cldome eſcapes unpuniſhed by the Di- 


| | vine | 
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The Raien and Death of 


we ————— 


vine Juſtice, who admits no dalliance with Oaths, 


even in the Caſe of Neceſlity, as it evidently appears in 
the ſequel of this Story; where you may behold the 


| miſerable ruine that his principal and efficient cauſe had 
| from this beginning. It had been far more honourable 
{and advantageous to the State, 1f this young wanton 


King had point-blank found a flat denial , and been 
brought to have tugg'd at the arms end ; the injuſtice 
of the quarrel, which might in time have recollected his 
ſenſes, and brought him to the true knowledge what a 
madneſs it was, for the looſe affection of ſo unworthy 
an Obje&, to hazard his own Dignity, and alien the 
Love of the whole Kingdom. But it 1s the general 
Diſeaſe of Greatneſs, and a kinde of Royal Fever, when 
they fall upon an indulgent Dotage, to patronize and 


| advance the corrupt ends of their Minions, though the 


whole Society of State and Body of the Kingdom run in 
a dire& oppoſition ; neither is Reaſon, Law, Religion, 


or the imminency of ſucceeding danger, weight enough | 


to divert the ſtream of ſuch inordinate Aﬀections, until 
a miſerable Concluſion give it a fatal and juft Repen- 
tance. It were much better, if with a provident fore- 
ſight they would fear and prevent the blow before they 
feel it. But ſuch melancholy Meditations are deemed a 
fit food for Penitentials, rather than a whe reflection 
for the full ſtomack of Regal Authority.) The black 
clouds of former Suſpicion being thus vanith'd, nothin 
now wants to make perfect the Royal Deſires, but the 
fruition of this Jong-expected purchaſe. The ſmooth 
Servant that had fo pleaſingly adviſed, was not leſs carc- 
tul in the execution of his promiſe. He knew haſte 
would advance the opinion of his Merit ; this makes 


| him ſoon out-run his Journey, and finde the Star of his 


directions, to whom he liberally relates the occaſion of 
his coming, which he confirms by the delivery of his 
Maſters Letter, wherein was drawn to the life the cha- 


rater of his Aﬀection, and the aſſurance of his ſafety | 
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and intended promotion. | Gaveſton being raviſh'd with 
ſo ſweet and welcome a relation, entertains it with as 
much joy, as the condemned Priſoner receives his Pardon 
at the place and hour of Execution. His long-dejected 


Spirits apprehend the advantage of fo hopeful an oppor- 


tunity ,\ and ſpur him on with that haſte, that he hardly 
conlents\ to one nights intermiſſion for the repole of this 


weary Metlenger. No ſooner had the Mornings- 


Watchman given his ſhrill ſummons of the approaching 


| Day-light, bur he forſakes his weary Bed, and haſtens 


ſtraight to Horſeback ; and-being not well adbred of his 
reception in the Kingdom, being a baniſh'd man by fo 


furidical a Sentence, he eſteems it too weak an Adven- | 


ture to expoſe himſclt to the hazard of the Road-way, 
where he might with caſe be intercepted. This leads 


| him to diſguiſe himlelf, and ſeek a fecret patlage 3 which, 


he as readily findes 3 all things concurring to improve his 


happineſs, it he had had judgment and temper enough 


to have given 1t a right uſe. Every minute he eſtecms | 
11] loſt, till he might again be re-enfoulded in the ſweet | 


and So embraces of his Royal Maſter. 

Time, that out-runs proud Fate, brings him at laſt to 
the end of his defires, where the interview was accom- 
panied with as many mutual expreſſions, as might flow 
trom the tongues, CyCs, and hearts of long- divided Lo- 


vers. This pair thus again re-united, the Court puts on 


a general face of Gladne(s, while wiſer heads with cauſe 
ſuſpect the iſſue. They eſteem it full of danger, to have 
one man alone fo fully poſſeſs. the Kings Aﬀections, who 
it he be not truely good, and deep enough to adviſe 
ſoundly, muſt often be the cauſe of Error and Dilorder. 


This ſtrange piece had neither Nobility of Birth, Ability | 


of Brain, or any Moral Goodneſs, whereby they might 


| juſtly hope he would be a ſtay to the unbridled youth of 


ther Sovereign. A precedent experience during the 

Government of their dead Maſter, had given them a per- 

tet knowledg, that he was more properly a fit *inſtru- 
F 


ment 
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Gaveſton 
returns. 
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' ment for a Brothel, than to be the Steerſman of the Royal 


aGtions : yet there was now NO prevention ; they muſt 
hope the beſt, and attend che 11lue. | 

Edward having thus regained his beloved Favourite, 
could not ſhadow or diflemble his AﬀeCction, but makes 
it eminent by the negle&s of the State-affairs, and the 
forgetfulneſs of the civil and ordinary Reſpect due to his 
orcat Barons. They wait contemn'd, and cannot gain 
the threſhold, while this new Upſtart's courted m the 
Royal Chamber. This kinde of uſage won a ſudden 


murmur, . which calls them off to cloſe and private Mee- 
tings; there they diſcourſe their Griets, and means to right 


them; they fift each way might break this fond in- 
chantment , or leflen this great light obſcured their 


luſtre. When they had canvaſt all the Stratagems of 


State, and private workings, they deem'd it the moſt 
innocent and fair way,to win the King to marry ; the in- 
tereſt of a Wife was thought the moſt hopeful induce- 
ment to reclaim theſe looſe afteQions thar were profſti- 
tuted without or ſenſe or honour ; ſhe might become a 
fit counterpoiſe to qualifie the Pride of ſuch a {wellmg 
greatneſs. 

The major part ſoon jump in this opinion ; the reſt are 
quickly won,that fear'd the ſequel. On this they all to- 
gether preſent themſelves and their requeſt, and ſhew 
the reaſons, but touch not the true ground why they de- 


fired it. Aﬀer ſome pawlſe the King approves their 


motion, yet bids them well conſider it was the greateſt 
Attion of his life , which as it principally concern'd his 
particular Contentment, ſo did equally refle& on the ge- 


neral Intereſt of the whole Kingdom. If they could find | 
him out ſuch a Wedlock as might adde Strength and Ho- 


nour to the Crown, and be withal ſuitable to his liking, 


he would readily embrace ir, and value it as a bleſting. | 
| So fair a beginning encourageth them to move for T/abel 
the French Kings Daughter, one of the goodlieſt and | 
faireſt Ladies of that time. The King readily inclines to 
| 4 have 
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3 EDWARD the Second, 19 | 
have' it treated ; on which an honourable Embaſlage is 


.- {ent to make the motion. ' They are nobly receiv'd and 
% willingly heard that bare this Meffage, and the Conditions 
ealily reconciled to a full Agreement. This brings them 
home with a like noble Company, tully authorized to re- 
ceive the Kings conſent and approbation. 

This Concluſion thus made, ſends our new Lover in- | The King 
to France, to fetch his Miſtriſs ; where he 1s received like | PP 
himſelf, teaſted, and married with a great deal of Joy 
and Pleaſure. The Solemnity ended, and a Farewel 
taken, he haſtens homewards , returning ſeiled of a 
"Jewel , which not being rightly valued, wrought. his 
ruine. Infinite was the joy of the Kingdom, evident in 
thoſe many goodly expreſſions of her Welcome. The| 
excellency of fo rare a Beauty could not fo furprize the | _ 
heart of this Royal Bridegroom, but that he was ſtill [= 
troubled with the pangs of his old Infirmity : It was in 
the firſt Prehudinm of his Nuptials a very diſputable| 
Queſtion, whether the Intereſt of the Wite, or Favourite, 
were. moſt predominant in his Aﬀections ; but a ſhort 
time diſcovers that Gaweſton had the ſole poſlefſion of his 
Heart,and Power to keep it. To level their conditions, 
and make the terms betwixt them more even, he tyes | ries Ge- | 


——_— 


= this fair bullock in a yoke of the ſame nature, marrying | fo? t0 
W F | + £ | Margaret, 
3 him to a lovely branch of the houſe of Gloxcefter, whole | p;ughrer 
- noble heart ſtruggled infinitely, yet durſt not contradict bg = 
are, Far 


the Kings Injuftice. He holds hrs blood difparag'd by fo | 7:7... 
baſe commixtion. To take away that doubt, the new- | #er, by his 
married man 1s adyanced fo the Farſdom of Cornwakh and en ang # 
hath im his Gift the goodly Caſtle and Lordſhip of Jal- | paughter 
line ford ; fo that now in Title he had no juſt exception; > andy 
kar EE SiS. 7 | . rcatcs 
and for conditions, it muſt be thought enough his Maſter |; Earl 
loved him. To fhew himfelf thankful, and to feem | of Com "2 
| worthy of ſuch gracious favour, Gaveſton applies himſelf _ 
wholly to the Kings humour, feeding it with the variety 
of his proper appetite, without ſo much as queſtion or | 
contraditton : Not a word fell from his Soverergn's 
| | tongue, | | 
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congue, bur he applauds it as an Oracle, and makes it as 


a Law to guide his actions. This kinde of juggling be- 


haviour had ſo glewed him to his Maſter, that their | 
'Aﬀe&ions, nay their very Intentions {eem'd to go hand 
in hand ; inſomuch that the Injuſtice of the one, never 


found rub in- the conſent of the other. If the King 
maintain'd the party, the ſervant was ever fortunate, his 
voice was ever concurrent, and {ung the ſame Tune to a 


and Dignities of the Kingdom ; the Command of War, 
and all Military Proviſions, were committed ſolely to his 


care and cuſtody ; all Treaties forraign and domeſtick, 


had, by his direCtion, ſucceſs or ruine ; nothing is conclu- 
ded touching the Government or Royal Prerogative, but 
by his conſent and approbation. In the view of theſe 


| ſtrange paſlages, the King appear'd (o little himſelf, that 


the Subjects thought him a Royal Shadow without a 


Real Subſtance. This Pageant, too weak a Jade for fo 


weighty a burden, had not a brain in it felt able enough 
to manage ſuch great Actions ; neither would he enter- 
tain thoſe of ability to guide him, whoſe honeſt freedom 


might have made him go through-ſtitch with more repu- 


tation. He eſteems it a grols overſight, and too deep a 


cred 


The diſcourſe being in the commendation of 
Arms, the eccho ſtiles it an Heroick Vertue ; if Peace, it 
was an Heavenly Bleſſing ; unlawtul Pleaſures, a noble 
| | Recreation; and Actions moſt unjuſt, a Royal Goodnels. 
| Theſe paraſitical Gloſes ſo betray'd the itching ear that 
heard them, that no Honour or Preterment 1s concerted 
great and good enough for the Relator. A ſhort time in- 


veſts in his perſon or diſpoſure all the principal Offices 


_— 


| diſparagement, to have any creature of his own thought | 
| wiſer than himſelf ; he had rather his Greatneſs ( than 
| hazard ſuch,a blemiſh ) ſhould lic open to the malice of 
| time and fortune. This made him chuſe his Servants as 
his Maſter choſe him, of a ſmooth fawning temper, ſuch 
| as might cry ayme, and approve his aCtions,but not diſpute 
|tchem. Hence flew a world of wilde diſorder ; the fa- 


% 
£7 5-4, NERC EIA Pan OE 25 1p 5 or 7 LINE OTE BOT ESTAS TAE 
CODES; OR as Nets CEE 437 Wot Wane EI PS PBS SR Te ney On Ep ny , Rey SAY ers : 
De Me; ACRTS + IN Bo TIS of E n 4 - A CES FLUKE RN SES Yo be ag - POE 4Y $ > 
Pet) 0 T9 IO ALES bo op AF ne. — aA, $1 OE RR: £E< CARO I IOC Rl et TOR IT PT NO 7 00 ; LE % 


TT 


| EDWARD the Second. 21 


cred Rules of Juſtice were ſubverted, the Laws integrity 
abuſed , the Judge corrupted or inforc'd, and all the 
EE Types of Honour due to Vertue, Valour, Goodneſs, were 
; | | ike the Pedlers pack, made Ware for Chapmen. Nei- | 
bk ther was it conceiv'd enough thus to advance him beyond 
proportion, or his birth and merit, but he muſt carry all 
without diſputing. No one may ſtand in his way, but 
taſtes his power. Old Quarrels are ript up, to make his 
{pleen more extant. ES - 
The grave Biſhop of Cheſter, a man reverend for years, | 6.n«f0n 
and eminent for his Profeſſion and Dignity, is committed, | impriſons 
: ou _ | the Bithop 
and could be neither indifferently heard or releaſed, up- | f c1,je.. 
on the meer {uppoſition that he had been the cauſe of his 
firſt Baniſhment. Theſe inſolencies, carried with ſo great 
a height, and expreſt with ſo malicious a liberty, were 
accompanied with all the remonſtrances of a juſtly-grieved | 
Kingdom. The ancient Nobility, that dildain'd ſuch an | The King- 
equal, accuſe the injuſtice of the time that makes him their my 
| Supertour. The grave Senators are griev'd to ſee the : 
places, due to their worths, poſlels'd by thoſe unworthy | 
and unable. The angry Souldier, that with his blood had | 
purchas'd his experience, beholds with ſorrow, Buffoons 
preferr'd ; while he, like the ruines of ſome good]y Buil- 
ding, 1s left to the wide world, without- ule or repara- 


_—_— 


CCC 


'S | tion. The Commons, in a more intemperate faſhion, 
x make known their gricis, and exclaim againſt fo many 
Y great and foul] Oppreſſiois. The new-made Earl both ſaw 


and knew the general diſcontent and hatred, yet ſecks 
not how to cure or ſtop this mulchiet ; his proud heart 
would not ſtoop or ſink : his greatneſs, which might 
perhaps have qualified the fury , with an il|-adviled con- 
ftidence out-dares the worſt of his approaching danger, 
and is not {queamiſh to let the Kingdom know it. The 
flumbring Barons, ſtartled with the murmur that ecchoed | 
{ nought but fear and quick confuſion, at length awake, 
and change their drowſie temper, condemning their long 


patience, that was ſo far unfit their Bloud and Greatnets- 
G Lincoln, 


no 
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| Lincoln, Warwick,, and Pembrooke, whoſe noble hearts 
Jiſdain'd to ſuffer baſely , reſolve to cure the State, 


cropt, or Arms muſt right the Kingdom. Yet before 
they will attempt by force , they'll fee] their Sove- 
raign's pulſes ; who, drown'd in ſenſual pleaſure, dreams 
not of their praftice. Thus Reſolation leads them 
|to the Court, where with ſome ſute they gain ad- 
| mittance; where to the King brave Lincoln thus dit- 
cours'd their Grievance. - 

See here (my Liege ) your faithful though dejecred ſer- 
wants, that have too long cry'd ayme to our Affictions , we 
know you in your ſelf are good, though now ſeduced ; the 
| height us ſuch, we fear a coming Ruine. Let it not taint 
your ear to hear our ſorrow, which 1s not ours alone, but all 
the Kingdoms, that groan and languiſh under this ſad bur- 
| dew. One man alone occaſions all this miſchief'; "tis one 
| mans pride and wice that cruſheth thouſands : we hope you 


| leſs piece, betray a Kingdom. The Heawens forbid fo 


| great and fond injuſtice. Ton are your own, yet we believe 


h | DEE : > » 
you ours; if ſo, we may what you forget, remember. Kings 


that are born ſo , ſhould preſerve their Greatneſs ; which 
| Goodneſs makes, not all their other Titles. Your noble Fa- 
ther dying, bound our Honours ; yet we ſubſcribed a breach 
at your mtreaty : Tou promis d then a fair and grave pro- 
ceeding ; but what ſucceeds ® the worſt of baſe Oppreſſor. 


| So long as we had hope, our tongues were ſilent ; we ſate 


fond and lewd progreſſion, that ſeems to threaten Yon and 
all your Subje&s, you cannot” blame us if we ſeek, to right 
it. Would your unpartial eye ſurvey the preſent State of this 
late glorious Kingdom, you there ſhall ſee the Face of Shame 


and Sorrow. No place 3s free ; both Court and Countr 
 languiſh ; all men complain, but none finde help or comfort. 
Will you for hin, not worth your meaneſt favour, conſent 


HE the 


or make the Quarrel fatal. This Muſhrome muſt be 


will not boulſter ſuch a foul diſorder, and for one poor worth- 


and ſrghed out our peculiar Sufferings : But when we fee fo | 
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the Raine of ſo brave a Nation? Alas, Sir, if you would, 
we may not bear it ; our Arms that guard your Life, ſball | 
keep your Honour. 'T3s not unjuſt, if” you your ſelf enforce 
the time admits no reſpite : - or God s ſake, Sir, re- 
olve u5 ; ſince you miſt part with him, or us, then chuſe | 
,ca ar l Ah 7 : F £2 


The King amazed with this ſtrange Petition, believes 
it backt with ſome more ſecret practice: He knew their. 
Griets were juſt, yet loath to right them 3 He hop'd 
this Tempeſt would oreblow, he might adviſe his An- 
{wer : But when he ſaw them fixt to know his pleaſure, 
he then believes it was in vain to ſtruggle. He knew 
their ſtrength that had combin'd to ſeek it , and ſaw he 
was too weak for contradiction. This made him yield 
he ſhould be once more baniſht. Though his wretch- 
leſs improvidence had Jaid him open to this advantage, | 
yet he was ſil] Maſter of his antient King-craft, which 
made him ſmoothly ſeem to pals it over , as it he well 
approv'd this Sequeſtration, which he reſolves to alter 
as he pleaſed, when he had made the party ſure might 
back his actions ; till then, he flubbers o're his private 
Paſſion. The Lords, whole innocent aims had no end} 
but Reformation, depart content, yet wait upon the | | 
ſuc. A ſecond time this Monſter 1s fent packing, and | Gaveſton ba- 
leaves the Kingdom free from his Infection. Ireland is _ Fr 
made the Cage muſt mewe this Haggard, whither he goes | and ſent 2 
as if to Execution. With a ſad heart he leaves his great | 0 #tland. 
Protector, vowing revenge if he may live to a& it. This 
weak Stateſman here gives a ſure teſtimony of the pover- | 
ty of his Brain, that in the time of his Proſperity and 
Height had not made {ure one forreign Friend,to whom 
he might have had a welcome acceſs in time of his expul- 
ſion. But he had handled matters {o, that he was alike 
hateful here and abroad, inſomuch that he believes this 


barbarous Climate his {ureſt refuge. But he being 
gone, all things ſeem'd well reconciled ; the State was| : 
0 = quiet, | E 
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quiet, and mens hopes were ſuitable to their. deſires, 
which ſeem'd ro promiſe a -quick and ſpeedy Retor- 
mation. But the vanity of this belief vaniſht away 
like a ſhadow , and the intermiſſion was little lets 
intemperate than the former agitation. This wile 
[Serpent continues ſo his forreign Correſpondence , 
that the King was little better'd by his abſence ; 
| which made it evident, that Death alone would end 
"| his pratis'd miſchief. Their Bodies were divided , 
but their Aﬀections meet with a higher Inflammation. | 
_ * | The intervacuum of their abſence hath many recipro- 
© = —þ | | cal paſſages, which interchangeably flie berwixt them. | 
:: Ee The King receives not a Syllable, but ſtraight returns. - 

with golden intereſt. Infinitely are they both troubled Z 
with their diviſion, but far more with the aftront of the , 
preſuming Barons, that had extorted it by force, yet _ 
with intreaty. The King eſteem'd this kinde of pro- 
+ ceeding too great an indignity to be pocketted ; yet 
__ ſince it had the pretence of his Safety and the general 
1 | | | Good, there was not apparent Juſtice enough to call 
it to an after-reckoning. Burt alas,that needed not ; for 
his effeminate weakneſs had left him naked of that 
Royal reſolution, that dares queſtion the leaſt diſor- 
derly moving of the greateſt Subject. He was conſtant 
in nothing but his Paſſions, which led him to ſtudy 
more the return of his left-handed Servant, than how 
to make it good, effected. He lays aſide the Majeſty | , 
of a King, and thinks his Power too (lender; his Sword bf 
ſleeps like a quiet harmleſs Beaſt, while his Tongue —_ 
proves his better Champion. He ſends for thoſe that | - 
had been the principal Agents in the laſt Sentence, and 
LY treats with them ſeverally;knowing that Hairs are pluck 
» : [up one by one, that are not mov'd by handfuls ; en- | 
[ns countring them thus ſingle, hand to hand, what with his 
hypocritical Entreaties and mildew'd Promiſes , he ſoon 
= i: | | gets from their relenting hearts a ſeveral Conſent anfwer- 
[ ' [able to his defires. When by untying the Bundle he 
had | 
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EDWARD the Second. 


| 


had diſunited the ſirengrh of their Confederacy, he then 
with confidence makes it a general Propolitt tion ; which 
takes lo, that the repeal of Gaveſton s baniihment pals'd 
currant hour exception, 

The Kings intent and the approbation of the Lords 
1s ſcarcely known, before. ( like an Iriſh Hubbub, chat 
needs nothing bo note to carry it ) it arrivd in Ire- 
land. Upon the wings of Paſſion , made proud by the 
hope ot Revenge aud A lecond Grearmelk he thes {wittly 
back to the Fountain of his firſt eforoas Once 


more the breach is toderd, and this True-loves Knor | 
enjoys his firſt Poſſeſſion. But there wanted yet that | 


deep reach and provident foretight that ſhould have 
g1ven it aſſurance. The King had neither enabled him- 
ſelf to carry things 1n their former height by main 
ſtrength, neither had he w rought his diforder'd Aﬀettions 


to a conformity, or a more ſtayed temper. His female | 
Mercury leffens not his former Ambition, but returns | 


the {clf-lame man ; onely improved with FR delire of re- 
venge, which was naked of the means to a it : fo that 
it was quickly perceiv'd that the Kingdom muſt feel a- 
nother fit of her Convulſion. The mutual Corruptions 


of theſe rwo, went with an equal improvidence ; which | 


gave the Lords their advantage, and them too late a caulc 
of repentance- | 

Immediately on his reception, the King falls into a 
more dangerous ReJaple of his former Dotage; which 
ſo fully ingroſs'd him, that all Diſcourſe and Company 
ſcem'd harſh and unpleaſant, but ſuch as came from the 
mellow tongue of his Minion, who invents many new En- 
chantments to fecd and more engage his frenzie. All 
the diſſolute Adions of licentious Youth are ated Cu: 


Privilegio. This bred ſuch a Grief and Diſtemper in 


the ſorrowing heart of the SubjeR, that a general Cloud 


of Sadne(s ſeem'd to ſhadow the whole Kingdam. Thole 


former ſtrict Admomtions were not powerfu] enough to 
bridle this Diſtemper, not ſo much as for a fair in-come ; 
H 2 hor 
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| them. 


| he went on. 
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wad 


the one becomes at the firſt daſh more fond, the other 
more inſolent : thoſe whom before. he onely ſcorn'd, he 
now affronts with publick hatred letting them know 


his ſpleen waits but advantage. He fills his Soveraigns | 


ears with new fſuſpition, and whets him on to act in 
blond and miſchiet. 
Ic is a Diſpute variouſly believ'd, what Climate harch'd 


obſerve the map of his Actions (o far different from the 
diſpoſition and practice of that politick Nation : They 
uſe not to vent publickly their ipleens, till they do. act 
He that will work in State, and thrive, muſt be 
reſerved ; a downright way that hatn nor ſtrength to 


warrant it, is cruſht and breaks with: his own weight, 
|withour diſcretion. 


Thoſe that arc in this trade held 
their Crafts-maſters, do ſpeak thoſe faireſt whom they 
mcan to ruine , and rather truſt cloſe work than pub- 
lick practice. Wiſe men made great, dilguite their aims 
with Vizards, which fſce and are not fcen, while they are 
plotting. Judge not by their {mooth Tooks or words, 
which hath no kindred with the hearts of Machiavilian 
States-men. Who truſts more to his will than wit, may 


act his Paſſion ; but this mans malice is within proteGi-. 


on. Where miſchief harbours cloſe and undiſcovercd, 


1t ruimes all her Rubs without ſuſpition 3 a Pill or Po- 


tion makes him ſure, that by plain force might have out- 
Iivd an Army : ſuch ends thus wrought, it once ſufpe- 
cted, a neat State-lye can parget o'r with Juſtice. But 
thoſe antient times were more innocent, or this great 
Favorite more ignorant. He went on the plain way of 
corrupted fleſh and bloud, feeking to enchant his Ma- 
ſter, in which he was a perfe& Work-man ; and the con- 
tempt of his Competitors, m which he was as wilful as 


tearleſs : but in the managing of his proper greatneſs, | 


there he appears like himſelf, a meer Impoſture, going 
on with a tull carreer, not c 


much as viewing the ground | 


[this Vulture. I cannot credit him to be an Ftalzan when T | 
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The Royal Treaſure he exhauſts in Pride and Riot; | 


the Jewels of the Crown are in the Lumbard ; that ſame 
goodly Golden Table and Trelsles of 1o great and rich a 
value, he ſurreptitiouſly embezzles; and nothing almoſt 
left, that might cither make Money, or improve his 


Glory. No man may now have the Kings car, hand, 


or Purſe, but he's the Mediator ; his Creatures are ad- 
vanc'd, his Agents flouriſh, and pooreſt Grooms become 
great Men of Worſhip. The King hath nothing but 
the name, while his Vicegerent hath the benetic and 
execution. All that appertains unto the Crown and 
Royal Dignity are wholly in his Power, ſo that he 
might juſtly be thought the Leſſee, it not the Inheritor 
of the Prerogative and Revenue. The ſenſe of Grief and 
Duty that had long conteſted in the Lion-hearts of the 
Nobility, are now reconciled. Thee ſtrange preſum- 
ptions had baniſh'd all poflibility of a longer ſufferance ; 
They vow to make this Monſter ſhrink, and let his Ma- 
ſter know it. On this, well and ſtrongly attended, 
they wait upon the King, and not with mild or fair In- 
treaties, they boldly now make known their Wrongs, 
| and call for preſent Juſtice. Edward with a ſteady eye 
beholds their looks, where he ſces regiltred the Cha- 
racers of a juſt Indignation, and the threatning turrows 
| of enſuing danger. He ſtands not to diſpute the quar- 
rel, leſt they ſhould rear the obje& of their anger from 
his elbow : without all ſhew of inward motion, he tells 
themſelves had power to a&t what was moſt fitting, to 
whom he had aflign'd the care ſhould keep his Perſon, 
and afſure the Kingdom. They beyond their expecta- 


cion finding the wind in that door, give not his 1n-| 
conſtant thoughts time to vary, but command their | 


Antagoniſt off to a third Baniſhment. He deprived of 
heatt and ftrengrh, is enforced to obey, having not fo 
much liberty, as to take a folemn Farewel. Now 1s 
| he ſent for Flazders ; the Juriſdiftion of the Kings Do- 
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| minions are eſteem'd no fir Sanctuary to protedt fo looſe 


Abuſcs the 
King and 
Kingdom. 


Gaveſton ba- 
 nithed the 

{ third time 3 
gOcs into 

| Flanders. 
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Eiwird of 


terwards 
| Edwv. the 3+ 
Born, 13 
O57. 1312, 


—— 


'more real ; 
Windſor, at- | 


[could not win fo much as a 
| Brow, 


a Liver. 


Dutch, whole Caps ſteel'd with Liquour, had "reeling 
Craft enough to make him quiet. 
This paſlage bred a ſuppoſition that he was now for 


ever loſt : the King made ſhew as he were well con- 


|rented ; and men were glad to ſee this ſtorm appealed, 


that ſeem'd to threaten an inteſtine ruine. This Hap- 
pinels was but imaginary, . but it is made perfect by one 
IVindſor preſents the King an Heir apparent : 
which happy News flies {wittly through the Kingdom, 
which gives it welcome with a brave expreſlion. The 
Royal Father did not taſte this Bleſſing with fuch a 
ſenſe of Joy as it deſerved : Whether 'twas his mil- 
p1ving Spirit, or the abſence of his loſt Jewel, he fadly 
{lent fighs out the relation ; ſuch a deſerving Joy 
{mile from his melancholy 
grown old with. trouble. 
his leked agitation was {uch, that the greateſt enemies 
of his Dotage were the wo compaſli jonate of his Sut- 
ferings. 
thoſe times without preſ1dent, where Love went in the 
natural ſtrain, fully as firm, yet far leſs violent. If the 


circumſtances of this paſſionate Humour, ſo predominant | 


mn this unfortunate King, be maturely conſidered, we 
ſhall finde them as far ſhort of poſlibility as aka: ; 
which have made many belicye, that they had a ſuper- 
natural operation and working, enforc'd by Art or 
Witchcraft. But let their beginning be what it will, 
never was man more immoderate]y tranſported, w oh 
cook from him in this little eime of his third abſence, 
the benefit of his Underſtanding and Spirits ſo fully, 


that he ſeems rather diſtracted than inamour'd, more 


properly without Reaſon, than ability to command it. 


In the circumference of his Brain he cannot finde a way 
to lead him' out of this Labyrinth, but that which de- 
pended more of Power than Wiſdome. Bridle his 
AﬀeCtions he could not, which were but bare embryons 

without 
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They leave him to prey and practice on the 
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The appearance of 


Such a maſculine Aﬀecion and rapture was in| 
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EDWARD the Second. 


— _ Ow 


without poſſeſſion ; alter then he cannot, where his 


him : what then reſts to ſettle this civil diſcord, but 
| reſtitution ? which he attempts in ſpight of oppoliti tion. 
' Gaveſton comes back ; the King avows, and bids them 
ſtir that durſt, He would prote& him. Princes that 
fallifie their Faiths, more by proper inclination than a 
neceſfary impulſion, grow not more hateful to forrcign 
Nations, than farkul and ſuſpeted to their own Sub- 
Jects. If they be tainted with a known Guilt, and ju- 
{tihe it, 'tis a ſhrewd preſumprion of a ſick State, where 


the Head 1s ſo diſcaſed. A habit of doing 1ll, and a 


| daring Impudence to maintain it, makes all things In a 


Politique Witdome lawtul. This Poſition in the end 
colens the proteſlor, and leaves him in the field open to 
ſhame and intamy 
Vertue be the Road-w ay to Pertection, the corruption 
of a falſe Heart muſt certainly be the path to an unpi- 


tied ruine. 
The enraged Barons ſeeing great Corgwal return, are 


ſenſible of their diſhonour, and think it too great a 


of their revenge chrough-ripe, before they taſte it. He 
appears no Changeling, but ſtil] purſues the ſtrains of 
| his preſumption. The actions of Injuſtice ſeldom leflen. 
Progreſſion is belicv'd a moral Vertue. He that hath a 
Will to do ill, and doth it, cannot look back but on 
| the Crown of milthief This makes hint wge diſguiſe 
his conceptions, but thew them tully 3 having withal 


| EBIELS  - Rs  > __ 


| where he once hated. "he Lords obſerving his beha- 
viour, think rime ill loſt in ſo weighty a bufineſs;, they 


time to prevent, or his abuſer to ſhun it. 


preſag'd the Storm was a coming : Gaveſton labours to 


provide a ſhelter, but 'twas too late ; the time was loſt 
I that 


eye meets not with a ſubject powerful enough to engage |. 


And it ſtands with reaſon ; for it| 


wrong to be diſpens'd with 3 + yet they will have the fruit | 


| this excellent Vertue, that would be never reconciled | 


draw their forces together, before the King could have a 


Thy gathering together of ſo many threatning Clouds 


Gaveſton 4- 


gain rC- 
turns, 


The Barons 


take up 
Arms. 
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har ſhould affire the danger : All that he could effect | 
by his own ſtrength, or the Royal Authority, he calls to | 
his aſſiſtance, ( but fuch was the general diſtaſte of the 
Kingdom, he could not gain a firengeh might ſeem a 
party.) The Court he knew would be a weak Pro- 
fejon againſt their Arms, whoſe Tongues had twice 
expeil'd him. This made him leave it, and with ſuch | 
' Proviſion as ſo ſhort a time could tender, commit him- 
ſelf to Scarborough-Caſtle. This Piece was ſtrong, and 
- pretty well provided, but prov d too weak againft fo 
| | juſt a Quarrel. His noble Enemies being inform'd where 
| they ſhou!'d finde him, follow the track, and ſoon begirt 
this Fortreſs. He ſecks a Treaty ; they deſpiſe Condi- | 
tions, knowing he none wou!d keep, that all had broken. 
All hope thus loft, he falls into their power from whom 
he had no cauſe could hope for mercy. The Butter- 
| flies, companions of his Sun-{hine, that were his fortunes 
| friends, not his, forſake his Winter, and balely leave him 
\ \in his greateſt troubles. The tide of Greatneſs gajn'd 
| him many Servants; they were but hangers on, and meer 
| Retainers, like Rats that left the houſe when it was fal- 
_ | ling. The Spring adorn'd him with a world of Bloſfoms, 
| which dropt away when fir{t they felt chis Tempeſt. 
| Forſaken thus, this Cedar 1s furpriz'd, and brought to 
| | know the end of ſuch ambitton. The Prey thus tane, 
ſhort work concludes his ſtory, leſt that a Countermand 
| might come to ſtop their Verdict : Gaverſeed is made 
oo fatal place that facrihic'd his life to quench their 
ury. 

Fhus fell the firſt glorious Minion of Edward the Se- | 
cond ; which appearing for a time like a Blazing-ſtar,fill'd 
|the world with admiration, and gave the Engliſh cauſe 
to blame his fortune , that liv'd and died, nor lov'd, cx- 
cusd, or pitied. In the wanton Smiles of his lovel 
Miſtriſs, he remembers not that ſhe was blinde, a @rpler, 
and a Changeling ; nor did he make himfelf in time a 
Refuge mighe be his Safeguard. If ſhe had prov'd un- 
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| breeds Selt-love.z Selt-love, Opinion ; which underva- 


| ſhes their aunt ; ; Upon which Rock he rcſts ſecure 


| cluded they all-are of -fo baſe- corruption which would 


E DW AR-D the Second. 
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' the Beginning. 


| they do confeſs their |Ruhan. Height of Promotion 
lues all that are beneath it. Hence it proceeds, that 
| tew men, trucly honeſt, can hold firm Corre {pondence 
with {o great a Minion; his ends go not their w ays, but 
[wr Croſ-c Capers, W hich cares not how. {ſo thele attain 
| perfeQion. Servants that are confin'd to truth and 


He that will act what Pride and Luſt impoleth, is a fit 
Pace to ferve ſo Joole a Maſter. Hence it proceeds, 


Friends, do moſt {upplant hea To lecure an ill-ac- 
quired Greatnel; that 15 begot with envy, grows in ha- 
tred ; as 1t requires judgment, claims a coodnels to keep 
' right, and grave dire&ion. Theſe: that are truely 
| wile diſcreet, and vertuous, will make him {fo that pur- 


| untainted. But this 1s Country-Doctrine Courts reſent 


not, where tis no way to thrive, for them are honeſt. 
A Champion-Conſcience, withour bound or limit , a 
Tongue as {mooth as Jet char {ings 1n {eaſon, a bloudleſ 
Face that buries guile 1n boldneſs; thele Ornaments arc 


2. means to live, 11 he muſt make his Service his Revenue. 
He that a Child i in Court grows old, a Scrvarit expecting 
years or merit ſhould prefer him , and doth not by 
ſome by-way make his forrune, gains but a Beard for all 
his pains and travel; unlcts he 'Il take a Purle, and for 
reward, a Pardon. Though many ric, it is not yet con: 


produce a iudden Ruime. The greater Peers by birth 
inherit fit place in this Fle&ion. The Kings favour, or 


| conltant, ek A Provvitiink had me ths: End as fir as 
Bur theſe ſame towcring Summer-bird« 
' fear nor the Winter. eill chey feel it; and then benumb'd, | 


goodnets, may be in ſhew, but:nort in truſt, their Agents. | 


that ſtill they tall unpiticd ; and thoſe they chute for | 


fit to cloath a Courtier : he that wants thele, ftill wants 


_ 


their interceſlion, may advance a delerving Friend or 
Kinkman ; extraordinary Gitts of Nature, or ſome Ex- 
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The King's 
Exclama- 
tion on the 
news VOW- 
INg, ICVCNBEC. | 


The Raign and Death of | 


— 
———— 


of OT 


cellency in knowledg may prefer him that enjoys them; 


will plainly appear, that twenty creep 1n by the back- 


tions were as infinite as hopeleſs, and his Paſſion tran- 


all theſe beams may ſhine on men that are honeſt. But 
and examine the ordinary courſe of their gradation, it 


gate, while one walks up by the ſtreet-door. But lea- 
ving thoſe to their fortune, and that cunning conveyance 
muſt guide their Deſtiny ; when the ſad ridings of 
this unhappy Tragedy came to the Kings ears, his vexa- 


{ports him beyond the height of ſorrow, which leads 
him ro this bitter Exclamation. 


Could they not ſpare his Life , O cruel Tygers © What 
had he done, or how ſo much offended ® He never ſhed 
one drop of harmleſs blood, but ſaved thouſands. Muſt 
he be ſacrificed to calm their anger ® "Twas not his fault but 
my affection cauſed it ; which I'll revenge, and not diſpute 
my ſorrow. They, if I live, ſhall taſte my juſt diſplea- 
ſure, and dearly pay for this their cruel errour. Till now 
[ kept my hand from blood and fatal aftions ; but hence- 
forth I will a& my Paſſions freely, and-make them know Þ 
am too much provoked. Blood muſt have blood, and I will 
ſpend it fully, till they have paid his wandring Ghoſt their 
orfeit. And thou, O ſweet Friend, whom living T ſo 
loved, from thy ſad Urn ſhalt ſee thy wrong requited. 


hoſe, but Ty repay their rigonr. 


This ſaid , he withdraws him to his melancholy 
Chamber, and makes himſelf a Recluſe from the Day- 
light. His manly tears bewray his inward forrow, and 
make him ſeem to melt with height of Paſſion ; He 
could not ſleep, nor ſcarce would eat, or ſpeak but 
faintly 3 which makes him living dye with reſtleſs tor- 


ment. His lovely Queen (not ſorry that this bar was 


taken away, which ſtopt the paſſage betwixt her Huſ- 


if you caſt your eye upon the groſs body of} the Court, | 


Thy Life as I mine own did dearly value, which I will 


bands 


he 
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| him know his proper errour. They lay before him, 


birth, and Wealth above his merit, was nere contented. | 
Laſtly, they tell him plainly, unleſs he would reſume 
more lite and ſpirit, they fear'd the Subject would make 


choice of one more able. 


EDWaR D the Second. 


SES I LO W_—._ . — ———_— 
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bands Love and her Aﬀedtions) 1s tr ruely penſ] ive at this 
ſtrange diſtraction, which ſeem'd without the hope ot 
reconcilement. His ncarer Friends amazed to lee his 
Paſlion,re(olve to let him tree,or looſe his favour ; bold- 
ly they prels into his Cell of darkneſs, and freely let 


how vain a thing 1 it was to mourn or ſorrow for things 
paſt help, or hope of all redemption: His greatnel: 
would be loſt in ſuch fond actions, and might endanger 
tim and cke the Kingdom : It "ny but truely knew what 


deſperate murmurs were dayly whiſper d by his vain di- | 


ſtemper,he would himliclt appear to ſtay the danger, and 
to excule the Barons act,lo hateful : they touch upon the 
Earls intemperate Carriage, which threatned them and 


all the Kingdoms ruine : they -ſhew his inſolence and: 


misbehaviour, which having Honour {o far above his 


The unworthy touches of his Minion , though but 
ſparingly given, fiipt him to the Soul ; but when he 
_ che Tcnour of their Jaſt Conclalions it rows d him 

, for tear of Depoſition. This brings him forth in 


yk and look transformed, but yet reſolv'd not to for- |: 


get this Treipaſls. The Operations in his heart were 
not ſo great and weighty, but that his Lords were full 
as cloſe and wary. So fair a warning-piece gave them 
their Summons, in time to make a ſtrength might keep 
them {ure. They cannot now recoyl, or hope tor fa- 
vour ; their Arms muſt make their Peace, or they muſt 
pcriſh. Theſe circumſtances made them preſerve ſo 
well a reſpected diſtance, that well the King might 
bark, but durſt not bite them : He was relol]v'd,'tis true, 
but-not provided, and therefore holds it wildome to be 
ſilent ; the time he hop'd would change, and they grow 
careleſs ; when they ſhould know ſuch w rongs are not 


— 4 mm 
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{ceived the thought of Life was hopeleſs, he gives Tho- | 


His dying- 
Speech to 
Tho. Earl of 
[ ancaltcr. 
kis Sen-in- | 


+. | forgotten. 


inward depth than outward, appearance. 


| raiſe combuſtion, the Kingdoms good muſt give your Arms 


T he Kaign and Death of 


Burt now brave Lincoln, one of the prin- | 
cipal Pillars of the Barons Faction, tollows his adver- |] 
lary to the grave, but with a milde and fairer fortune. 
This reverend PICCE of true Nobility was 1n Speech and 
Converſation ſweet and affable , in relolution grave and 
weighty 3 his aged temper active and valiant above be- 
lief , and his Wiſdome more ſound and excellent in 

When thoſe 
| pale Harbingers had leized his vital Spirits, and he per- 


— 


mas of Lancaſter, his Son-1n-Law, this dying Legacy. 


My Son, (quoth he) for ſo your Wedlock makes you,hear 
and obſerve theſe my laſt dying Precepts. Truſt not the 
King, his Anger ſleeps, but dyes not ; he waits but time, 
which you mu ſt likewiſe tender, elſe in the leaſt negle&t be 
ſure you periſh. Make good my place among the Lords, and 
keep the Kingdom from foul Oppreſſion, which of late is 
frequent. Tour Soveraign cares not how the State be gui- 
ded, ſo he may ftill enjoy his wanton Pleaſures ; have jour 
1: eye to thoſe that ſeek to wrong him - be not deceived with 
his ſugar'd language; bis heart 3s falſe, and harbours 
Blood and Miſchief. Keep your ſelves firm and cloſe ; be- 
ing well united you are ſecure, be- will not dare to touch 
you. If he again fall on a ſecond Dotage, look to it in 
time, twill elſe be your confuſuon. Fis Minions Death 
lies in his beart concealed, waiting but time to af revence 
and terrour : he ſhadows o're, but cannot hide his Malice, 
which fain would went it ſelf, but yet it dares not. If I 
had lived, he unſt have changed his copy, or one of us 
had felt a bitter tryal ; yet ſtall beware you take not light 
occaſion, or make the publick ends for private Paſſion. -” 
He is your Sovereign, you muſt ſo obey him, unleſs the Cauſe Y 
be juſt enforc'd your moving. If be himſelf do ſwerwe or 


—_—_— 


their warrant : ſhort time will let you know your own con- 


dition, however,do not truſt the ſleepy Lion. IT knew his 


ways, 


Sie 
REN 


\ PrediCion ) 
| which ſhall leap ore your heads, and you endure it, The 


{ 


| ſtood on, which were pinn '> to the mutability of popu- 
lar Fattion. were not eſtranged from the thoughts of | 


 importunacy of the Mediators, brings it at length to 


j 


BDWARD the Second, 
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' ways, and could as well foreſtal them : } wt now T muſt re-! 


| ſrgne it to yoirr wiſdom. Of this be ſure ( remember my 
if be relapſe, and make a new Vice-gerent, 


King, You, or the Kinedom mult periſh. My wearied 
Soul St fain embrace his freec om, and now my Spirits 
yield to Death and Nature. Conte me to my noble 


Friends and Fellows, and ſay, Old Lincoln liv'd and died 


their Servant. 


Lancaſter, whoſc noble heart was before-hand ſeaſon' d, | 
receives willingly thele grave Inſtructions, and like a | 
ood Steward, locks chem up 1n the clolet of his heart, 
till time call'd upon him to give them lite and adtion : 


and yet he ſuficrs not this goodly Tree to fall, before 
aſſured : He vows obſervance,and as truely keeps it ; but 
erring in the time, 1t wrought his Downtal. Beginning 
Evils are caf} ly ſuppreſt, which grown to ſtrength, it 
cleans'd, aro cur'd with danger : Twigs may be broken, 
younger Plants removed ; the it once they grow Trees: 
their Fall is tatal. Things ſtranding thus, and all mens 
minds 1n fu{pence what would be ue ye between the 
enraged King and jealous Lords , the indifferent friends 
of cither Party that ftear'd this unkinde Diviſion would 
ſhake the Peace and Tranquillity of the Kingdom, pro- 


pounded divers Overtures of reconcalement ; which are | 


neither readily accepted , nor abloJutely refuled. The 
Kings Meditations were more fixed on Revenge than 
Conference ; yet lccing into the Quality of the time, 
and into the ſuſpected Aﬀections of the Kingdom , is 
won at length to admit of a Treaty. 

The Barons trucly relliſhing the Tickdoarrms they 


Peace, though they would not {eek it. Interceſlion and 


the upſhot ; where there was ſuch an inveterate ſpleen, 
and 
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and lo great an an antipathy i in Wills, 1t 18 not thought fie 
| tro hazard this orcat Work on a private diſcuſſion, where 
| |Recapiculations of old Wrongs, or the apprehenſ? 10N of 
new Indignitics , might ſhake the Foundation. The 
High Court of Parliament . the graveſt Senate of the 
Kingdom , that had an over -ruling Power to limit the 


King and command the Subject , 1s deemed the moſt | 


' Honourable place of this Enterview, where a buſineſs of 
116 great w cight would be gravely Gon d; which might 
A Parlia- | af lure the end, and make 1t more authentical. Where- 
s upon It 15 mmediatcly call'd, and in/ſhort ſpace aflem- 
' bled at London ; where, then many interchangeable Ex- 
 poſtulations diverſly handled by the pregnant Wits and 
nimble Tongues of either Party, a ſettled Agrecment 1s 
| concluded, and many excellent Laws are enacted, which 
| both the King and Pcers are {worn to maintain and 
keep inviolate. By theſe diſcreet means the violence of 
this great Fire is rak'd up in the Embers, which in after- 
times breaks out with greater rage and: fury : whatſoever 
the hidden Reſolutions were, the Kingdom now ſeem'd 
in a fair way to ſettle Peace and Quiet. . But a new and 
| unexpected Accident varics this Conceit before it was 
cold, and calls them from private Actions, to maintain 
the Honour and Revenue of the Kingdom. 


| Bowels of Scotland, and brought that ſtubborn Nation 
| ( that deny'd him Fealty and Homage ) into an abſo- 
| lute Subjefion. Their laſt precedent King, Robert le 
| Bruce , had tryed the he -1ghr of his fortune, and with a 
| Guirleſ oppoſition won no more than the loſs of his 
| Kinadom, and his own Expuliion. The Conqueror fin- 
| ding bilnſelf quitted of this Obſtacle, takes upon him 
the Regiment of this Kingdom, with a double ſtring to 


| his Howl the one of antient Title, the other of Can | 


queſt. The Nobility of Scotland, and all the interiour 
Miniſters of State, feting the great Effuſton of Bloud 


= HL - ſpent 
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EDWAR D the Second. 
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lemnly {worn to obey it. Edward chit In pollcſlion, 


JuriſdiQion | into his own hand, removing ſuch Officers 


faithful Servants that had valianely behaved themſelves 


bliſhed, was peaceably obcy'd, and continued during his 
Life ; neahor was 1t queſtioned in the beginning Go- 
vernment of his unhappy Succeflor. But the wary Scots, 
more naturally addicted to a Phaenix of their own Na- 


the Kingdom, thought it now a fit time to revolt to 
their old Maſter, who like a cratty Fox harbours him- 
ſelf under the French Kings protection os antient re- 
ceptacle and Patron for that Nation.) No ſooner is he 
advertiſed that the gate was open and unguarded, and 
that his well-affefted Subjefts wiſhed his return,but back 
he comes, and is received with a tull applauſe nd wel- 
come. All Oaths, Obligements, and Courteſies of the 
Ergliſh,are quite cancell'd and forgotten ; and this long- 
loſt Lions again re-inveſted in the Royal Dignity. Af 
ſoon as he had moor'd himſclt in a domeſtique afſu- 
rance, he then like a provident : Watchman begins to 
raiſe a ſtrength that might oppole all forreign Invaſion, 

which he foreſaw would thunder from the Wo does 

This Martial Preparation flyes {(wittly to the King and 
Council of England, where it appears like a great Bo- 
dy upon a pair of Stilts, more in bulk than the propor- 
tion of the ſtrength ha bare it. The Pillars of the 
State, which wiſely forclaw how great an inconvenience 
It wands be to ſuffer ſuch a Member to be difſever'd, 

that in the conteſtation with France would make the 
War a Matrachine, or Song of three parts, perſwade 


——_——— —_ ee, —_ 


ſpent 1 in this Quarrel, which continued, ſrenadn to ikbea] 
ten a general devaſtation of their Country > ſubmir 
themſelves ro the Engliſh Government, and are all fo- 


confirms it, by {cizing the property of all the Royal 


as Were not agreeable to his w [I and liking, and giving 
many goodly Eſtates and Diznities to divers of ha 


im this Service. The Form of Government by him eſta- 


tion, ſeeing into the prelexit diiſentions and diſorders of 
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The King 


ocs In per-. 
on againſt / 


1 the Scots, 


1314. 


The Raign and Death of 


their Sovereign it was not proper tor his Greatneſs to 
6rffer ſuch an unworthy ſubverſion of his Fathers Con- 
ſtitutions, and to looſe the advantage of fo tair a part 
of his Revenue. TY 
Edward, that had ontſlept his native glory, had yet a 
juſt compun&ion of this diſhonour, which ſeem'd to 
rob him of a portion of his Inheritance, purchaſed at 
too dear a value. He lays by his private rancour, and 


| ſettles himfelf to fuppreſs this fudden and unlookt-for 


Commotion, waking from that fenſual Dream, which 
had given him fo Jarge a cauſe of Sorrow. Scarcely 
would he give his intentions ſach an intermiſſion, as 
might attend the levy of his Army, which he had ſum- 
moned to be ready with all ſpeed and expedition. The 


| {jealous Lords ſtartled with this Alarum, concening it 


but ſome trick of State to catch them napping, they 
ſuſpe& theſe Forces, under pretence of publick aCion, 
might be prepared to plot a private miſchief. The 
| King they Ke. was crafty, cloſe, and cunning ; and 
thought not fit to truſt too far to Rumour. 
makes them ſtand upon their guard, and keep Afſem- 
blies, pleading for warrant the ſelf-ſame ground of riſing. 


| But when thetr Spres m Court had given them knowledge 
| that all was fure, they need not fear their danger, and 


that they dayly beard the Northern clamour that ecchoed 
Tondly with. the Scotzſh motions, they draw their Forces 
to the King's ; who thus united, in perſon leads them to 
| this hopeful Conqueſt. But forchand-reckonings ever 
moſt miſcarry ; he had thoſe hands, but not thoſe hearts 
which fought his Fathers fortune. 

Scarce had he paſt and left the Engliſh Borders, but 


| [he beholds an Army ready to affront him, not of de- 


Jected Souls, or Bodies fainting, but Men reſolv'd to 
win, or dye with Honour. Their valiant Leader hear- 
tens on their Courage, and bids them hight for Lite, 
Eſtate, and Freedome, all which were here at ſtake ; 
which this day gains, or makes hereafter hopelc(s. 


———_—. 
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Edward, that expected rather ſubmiſſion, or ſome honeſt 
Terms of agreement, finding a Check given by a Pawn, 
unlook'd tor, plays the beſt of his game, and hopes to 
win it. He contemns their condition and number, ſhgh- 
ting their Power; and in the memory of his Father's Con- 
queſts, thinks his own certain. But the ſucceſs of Bat- 


tles runs not in a Blond, neither 15 gaied by Confidence, 
but Diſcretion and Valour. No one thing hurts more | 


m a matter of Arms, than Preſumption : a Coward that 
expects no mercy, 1s deſperate by compultion ; and the 
molt contemptible Enemy proves moſt dangerous, when 
he 18 too much undervalud. You may lee it here in- 
ſtanc'd, where a rabble multitude of defpited Blue-caps, 
encounter, rout, and break the Flower of Ergland : 
Exftriveline doth yet witneſs the fatal memory of this 
ſo great Dilaſter. There fell brave Clare the Earl of 
Glouceſter, the valiant Clifford, and ftour Mqawle, with 
above Fitty Knights and Barons. This bloudy day, 
which had ſpilt fo great a ſhower of Noble bloud, and 
cropt the braveſt Bloſſoms of the Kingdom, ſends the 
King back to Barwick, with a few ſtraggling Horle, 
whoſe well-breath'd ſpeed out-run the purſuing danger. 


So near a Neighbourhood to fo victorious an Enemy, is | 


deemed indiſcretion, where the Prize was believ'd ſo 
richly worth the Venture. . This ſends away the melan- 
choly King jaded in his hopes, and dull with his nusfor- 


tune. If we may judge by the Event, the Condition 


of this man was truely miſcrable ; all things at home, 
under his Government, were out of rule and order ; and 
nothing ſucceſsful that he undertook by forraign Em- 
ployment : but where the Ground is falſe, the Building 
cannot ſtand; He planted the foundation of his 
Monarchy on Sycophants and Favorites, whoſe dil- 


orderly Proceedings dryed up all that ſap that ſhould 


have foſtered up the ſpringing Goodneſs of the King- 
dome, and made. him a meer ſtranger to thoſe Abili- 


ries that are proper to Rule and Government. Kings 
ought 


The King 
detcated at 
Banocksbourn 
ncar Strive- 
ling. 


| 
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: 
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The Raign and Death of _ : 


Poydras of 
Exeter pre- 
tends him- 
(elf King, 
and thc 
King a2 


\ Changing, 


His ſtrange 
Contcſhon. 


ought to be their own Surveyors, and not to pals over 
the whole care of their Aﬀairs, by Letter of Actturney, 
to another mans ProteGion : ſuch inconſiderate actions 
beget a world of miſchief, when there are more Kings 
than one, in one and the ſelf-ſame Kingdom ; it ecli- 
pſeth his Glory, and derogates from his Greatnelſs 3 


| making the Subje& groan under the unjuſt Tyranny of 
an inſolent oppreſſion. 
' can manage the griefs and differences of the Subject, as 


No man with ſuch propriety 


the King, who by the Laws of God, Men, and Nature, 
hath an intereſt in their Heart,and a ſhare in their Aﬀecti- 
ons. When they are guided by a ſecond hand,or heard 
by a Relator, Money or Favour corrupts the Integrity, | 
and 'over-rules the courſe of Juſtice, followed at the 
heels with Complaint and Murmur, the Mother of Dil- 
content and Milchiet. 

The unexpected return of the General of this 11I- 
ſucceeding Enterprize, filled the Kingdom with a well-. 
deſerved Sorrow , and 1s welcom'd with a News as 
ſtrange, though not ſo full of danger. Poydras, a fa- 
mous Impoſtor, a Tanners Son, and born at Exeter, pre- 
tends himſelf, with a new ſtrain of Lip-couſenage, to be 


| the Heir of Edward the F Irſt, by a falſe N urſe chang'd 


in his Cradle tor the King now reigning. All Novelties 


| take in the itching ears of the Vulgar, and win either 


beliet or admiration. This Tale, as weak in truth as 
probability, was fortunate in neither, only it exalts this 


- | imaginary King to his Inſtalment on Northampton-Gal- 


lows, where he ends the hour of his melancholy Go- 
vernment with as ſtrange a Relation, which ſuggeſts, 


That for two years ſpace, a Spirit, in the likeneſs of a 
' Cat, had attended him as the chicf Groom of his 
Chamber, trom whom in many ſecret Conferences he 


| had received the truth and information of thus Myſtery, 


| with aſſurance it would bring him to the Crown of 


England. It was as orcat a fault in the Maſter to: be- 
ieve, as for the Servant to abuſe; yet the deſire of the | 
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inwardly and heartily Jaments his own diſhonour, yet 
ſtrives to hide and conceal his Sorrow, leſt thoſe abour 


EDWARD the Second. 
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one to change his Tanfat for a Kingdom, was not much 
out of ſquare; nor the Lying of the other, ſince he 
continued but his trade which he had practis'd from 
the beginning. It 1s a toul offence and overſj ht in 
them that have not Devils of their own, to hunt a- 
broad and ſeek where they may gain thous by purchale. 
If it be a myſtery of State to know things by Prediction 
of ſuch vertuous Miniſters, methinks they were much 
better kept, as this Tanner kept his, rather as an houl(- 
hold-Servant, than a Retainer ; which may m time bring 
them to a <—® Preferment: Such Agents may ſeem 
Lambs, but in the end they will be found as lavage as 
Tygers, and as falſe as the Camelions. Till now our 
wanton King had never telt the true touch of a juſt 
rief; but mens misfortunes alter their impreſſions ; he 


him might be quite dezected. It was a bitter Corrofive 
to think, how oft his Royal Father had difplaid his 
victorious Colours, which knew not how to fight un- 
leſs to conquer : How often had he over-run this Neigh- 
bour-Nation, and made them take ſuch Laws as he 
impoled ? How many times had he overthrown their 
greateſt Armies, and made them ſue they might be- 
come his Subjze&ts? The memory of this doth vex his 
Spirits, and makes him vow Revenge and utter Rune. | 
He calls to Council all his Lords and Leaders, and lays 
before them the antient Glory of the Kingdom, the 
late Misfortune, and his proper Errours, and laſtly his 
deſire to right his Honour. They glad to hear the King 


in the ſenſe of 1o general a diſgrace touch d with {ſo 
noble a. ſtrain, do. ſpur ir on before it cool d, or the 
Scots ſhould grow too proud of their new Glory. The 
former Loſs had roucht fo near the quick, that there 
1s. now a more wary ReſoJution : Diſpatches are ſent. 
out for a more exact and tull proviſion 3 2 mature Conli- 
deration 1s thougnt necellary before it come to action : 
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42 | 
7 a8 Tock|is made the Cabinet for this grave Council, there 
= g's the King ſoon appears, attended by all the braveli and 
cond time: | ableft Spirits of the Kingdom. The act of the firſt con- 
againſt the | Frence tends to the ſecurity of Berwick , the {treet-door 
Wy of the North, and principal Key of the borders. This 
care with a full proviſion is commited to the Fidelity 
& Pay | and Valour of Sir Peter Spalden ; who undertakes the 
$p2/4en | Charge, being plentifully turniſhr, and promiſerh defence 
made Go- | againſt the united Power of Scotland. This unfortunate 
Earwick | King was as unhappy in Councel as in Action. A ſhort 
I | time ſhews this unworthy Knight to the world falle and 
] perfidious. Robert le Bruce, that had this Strength as a 
| {mote in his eye, conceived it by force almoſt inpregna- 
E 'ble; this made him ſeek to undermine it by corruption, 
= | T0 'and aloof off to taſte the palate of this new Governour. 
© Frwirto | The Hook was no ſooner baited, but the Trout falls a 
the Sets, | nibbling 3 ready Money, and a {pecious promiſe of an 
= expectant Preferment, makes this Conſpiracy perfect, 
which at one blow {clls the Town, with all its warlike 
| Proviſions, and the treacherous Keeper's Reputation and 
Ahe Pope { Honour. The Pope, who with a pious and a truely 
ſends over | compaſſionate eye beheld the mulery of this Ditſention, 
te 8 w_ and the unnatural effuſion of fo much Chriſtian Bloud, 
'diacca © | ſeeks to reform it; and to this efie&, ſends over two of 
URAcee his Cardinals to mediate a Peace, and to compole, if it | 
might be, the differences in queſtion. They being ar- 
rived in England, come down into the North to the 
King, by whom they arc with great Ceremony, accor- 
ding to the faſhion of thoſe Religious Times, received | 
and welcomed. They diſcourſe to him the occaſion 
of their Employment, and encline him with many ex- 
cellent and vertuous motives to embrace a Peace with 
Scotland. The greenneſs of the Diſgrace, and the 
late Wound yet bleeding new , kept him in a long 
demurrer. Yet the holy and milde proſecution of 
theſe holy Fathers won him at length to their Media- 
tion, with a proviſo that he were not too far prejudiced 
In 
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in Intereſt and Honour. With this Anſwer they take 
their leave, and prolecute their Journey tor Scotl.md; 
' but with an example tull of barharous Inhumanity, they | Who ate 
| are in the way ftrpriz'd and robbed. lotneely is the _ ak 
| King incensd with this audacious at, which threw fo I” 
foul a ftain upon the whole Nation ; which caulſcth a 
ſtrict inquilition tor the diſcovery of theſe MaletaRtars, 
which are ſoon known and taken. Middleton and Selby, | SirGilbert de 
both Knights, expiate the offence wich their ſhametul] — 
Eos i" 8 and Sir 
Execution. The perſons of Embaſladours amongſt the | 1/:1ter 4: 
moſt ſavage Nations arc tree from rapine ; but being | __ e_ 
cloarhed in the habit 'of Religion and ſuch a Greatnels, | ſhe cur, 
and going in a work to good and olorious, certainly 1t 
| was an act deſerv'd ſo levere a punthment. Immedaiate- | 
Ty at the heels of this, follows another Example lets 1n- | 
tamous, but far more tull of danger. Sir Foſlzne Den- | Six Joſline 
vile, having waſted his eſtate, and not able ro leflen the 20 _ 
height of his former expences,gets into his {ociety a Re- | Rufansin- | 
iment of Ruthans, terming themſelves Out-laws : with _ the 
: < . North, 
theſe he infeſts the North with many outragious Riots ; 
1nſomuch that no man that had any thing to loole, could 
be {ecure im his own houſe from Murder, Theft and Ra-/ 4 
pine. A little time had brought this little Army, rowling | 
like a Snow-ball, to the number of 200 ; all the dil- 
eaſed flux of the corrupted humours of thole parts flye 
to this Impoſthume. An Attempt ſo impudent and daring 
flyes ſwiftly to the Kings knowledg. Report, that ſel- 
dom leflens, makes rhe danger tar greater than it de- 
ſerv'd: The Royal ear conceits it little better than @ 
flat Rebellion, whoſe apprehenſion felt- it ſelt guilty of 
matter enough to work on. This made an inſtant levy, 
and as ready a diſpatch-for.the ſuppreſlion of the flame, 
while it but burnt the ſuburbs. Experience ſoon re- 
| turns, the Fear is. found orcater than the Caule ; the 
principal Heads and Props of this Commotion are fur- 
prized, and fall under the ſeverity of that Law, whoſe 
protection they in this enterprize had abſolutely dif- 
claimed. 
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"| daimed. Thoſe that more narrowly examin d the depth 
of this Convention, beliey'd it but a maſque tor a de- 
ſigne more perilous. The ntemperate and indilcreet 
| Government had alien'd the hearts of this People ; there 
was a general face of Diſcontent over the whole King- 
dome ; [the Ulcers feſter'd dayly more and more ; the 
Scotiſþ diſaſter 1s aſcribed to the Regal weakneſs, and 
all things ſeem'd to tend ro-quick confuſion. If this un- 
adviſed and 1il|-grounded diſorder had taſted the general 
inclination in a more innocent and juſtifiable way , it 
was conſtantly believed the King had ſooner felt the 
publick Revolt of the whole Kingdom : Burt this work 
was relerved till a farther time, and the operation of 
thoſe that had the opportunity of effecting it with more 
power, and a fairer pretence of Juſtice. It 1s a very 
dangerous thing when the Head 15 11], and all the Mem- 
bers ſuffer by his infirmity. Kings are but men, and 
Man is prone to Errour;. yet it they manage their di- 
| ſtempers with Wildome or Diſcretion, 1o that they lye 
not- open to publick view and cenſure, they may be 
counted faults, but not predictions: but when the heart 
1s gangrend, and the world perceiyes it, it is the fatal 
[i | mark of that infection, which doth betoken ruine and 
' The Cargie | deſtruction. The Cardinals are now come back, the 
nals return. | hopes of Peace are deſperate;the Scots are on the Sunny- 
fide of the hedge, and will have no Conditions bur ſuch 
as may not be with Honour granted. Edward inflam'd, 
will have no farther Treaty ; this makes them take their 
| ave, and haſten homeward. Their Loſſes liberally 
are requited, and many goodly Gifts beſtow'd at par- 
ting. Being come to Rome, they inform his Holinels of 
li the ſucceſs of their journey ; who takes ill the contu- 
The Pope | Macy of the perfidious Scots, and excommunicates both 
Excommu- | that King and Kingdom. Bur this thunderbolt wrought 
nary a. {mall ctte&t ; where Honeſty had {o little an acquain- 
| and King- | tance, Religion muſt needs be a creat ſtranger. . The 
dom. loſs of Barwick , and the diſgrace of his firſt Overthrow, 
| calls 


ISNT: I 


TON 


| intrencht and guarded ; the memory of former paſlages 


| ters. To make this miſery more perfect, the wylie 
Scots taking the advantage of the King's fruitlels, encam- 
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queſtion, whether he ſhould beſiege Barwick, or in- 
vade Scotland ; but the conſideration thereof is referr'd 
till the moving of the Army, which is advanc'd with all 
ſpeed poſſible. Men, Arms, and Money, with all ſuch 
other Proviſions as were as well fit to continue the 
War as begin it, are ſuddenly ready in full proportion. 
The Army attends nothing but the King's Perſon, or 
ſome more lucky General to lead it. In the knowle 


bout Barwick, before his enemies had full knowledg of 
his moving. The Council of War thought it not ex- 
pedient to leave ſuch a thorn in. the heel of fo glorious 
an Army. The Scots thought it too great a hazard to 
attempt the breach of ſo ſtrong a body, ſo excellently 


made them entertain this War with leſs heat, but with 
a more ſolid judgment. Barwick they knew was ſtrong 
by Art and Nature, and fully provided to hold the En- 
gliſh play, till Want .and the Scaſon of the Year did 
make them weary. This made them leave the road- 
way, and continue the War more by Diſcretion than 
Valour. But during theſe paſſages, the Divine Juſtice 
ſends. down the other three fatal executioners of his 
wrath, Plague, Dearth, and Famine ; no part 15 tree, 
but hath his'portion of one or all of theſe ſo cruel St- 


calls the King to adventure a Revenge, wh "ROEW 
he had too Jong adjourned. He makes it a diſputable 


he looſeth no time, but- appears in the Head of his| 
Troops, and leads them on, making an armed hedge a- | 


A great 
Dearth , 
which la- 
ſied three 


ping before Barwick, like a land-flood over-run the 
naked Borders, and boldly march forward into the 
Country, with Fury, Blood, and Rapine. The ſtuff 
that ſhould ſtop this breach, was abſent with the King, 
ſo that they finde no rub in their eruption. The Arch- 
Biſhop of York, a Reverend Old man, but a young Soul- 


years, 


The Scotch 
OVEr-run 


the Borders, 


The Arch- 
Biſhop of 


dier; able enough in his element, but ignorant in wo 
Rules 


Tork oppo- 
{cth them. 
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Rules of Martial Diſcipline, reſolves to oppole this un- 
ruly devaſtation ; he ſtraightways muſters up his Con- | 
gregations, and gives them Arms, that knew ſcarce uſe of 
Iron. Soon had his example collected up a multitude, 
in number hopeful; but it was compoſed of men fitter 
to pray for the ſucceſs of a Battle, than to fight it. 
With theſe, and an undaunted Spirit, he aftronts his 
Enemies, and gives them an encounter, making Miltor: 
upon Swale more memorable by the blood of this 
Diſaſter. His Vidorious and Trumphing Enemies : 


| chrittned this unhappy Confli& in deriſfion, The white 


Battle. Many Religious-men, with lofs of their Lives, 
purchas'd here their firſt Apprentiſhip in Arms , and 
found that there was a dangerous difference betwixt 
fighring and praying. The intent of this grave Biſhop | 
was certainly noble and worthy ;' but the a& was in- 
conſiderate, weak, and il|-adviſed. It was not proper 
to his Profeſfion, to undertake a Military Fun&tion, in | 
which his hope in reafon an{wer'd his experience; nei- 
ther did it agree with the Innocency and Piety of his 
Calling , to be an adqor m the effuſion 'of Blood, 
| though the quarrel were defenfive, but by compuliion. 


| But queſtionleſs he meant well, which muſt 'exeufe his 


aCtion. ' | Too' great a care mnnproperly expreſt, doth 
often looſe the cauſe it ſtrives to advantage. In all de- 
liberations of this nature, where ſo'many Lives are at 
ſtake, there ſhould be a deep forefight even in matter of 
circumſtance; and the quality as well of our own; as of 
our. adverſaries, duely conſidered ; elfe with a dange- 
rous errour we leave the ſucceſs to the will of Fortune, 
who in nothing is more tickle and\wanton, than'in' the 
event of Battles, which are ſeldom gain'd by multitude, | 
the Mother of Confuſion: To be a General, is an a& of 
greatneſs, and doth require a great and perfe& Know- 
ledge, ripe by Experience, and made- full by Practice: 
It 1s not enough to dare to- fight, which is but Valour; 
bur to kriow how and 'when, which makes it perfect; 


he 


Diſcretion 


= 
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Diſcretion and Judgment ſometimes teach advatitage ; | 
which make (the weight being light) the ſcale more 
even. [I will not deny, but the moſt expert Leader may 
have all theſe, and yet may looſe a Battle ; ſince (as 
all things are) this great defigne is guided by a Divine 
Providence; and many Accidents may happen betwixt 
the Cup and the Lip, whnle things are in a&ion. Bur 
he that hath a well-grounded and warrantable reafon for | 
his Engagement, may loſe the day, and yet preſerve his 
Honour. Wife-men do cenſure Errours, not Events of | 
Adtions, which ſhew them good or bad, as they be 
| | grour:Jed. The News of the Defeat of this Spiritual 
, Army, like the voice of a Night-raven, had no ſooner | 74. kjag! 
| croakt His fad eccho m the King's ear, but he ftraight | leaves Bar- 
ratfeth his Army, weaken'd with Famine, and leffen'd | "* 

; with Sickneſs. The prigging Scots feeing his going off, 
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nidge his Retreat little better than a plain flight ; which 
gave thertt heart to ſet upon the fag-end of his Troops, 
| which they rout and break, to the aſtoniſhment of the 
| whole Army. This done, they return, and think it 
honour ettouph they had done the work they came for. 
The King donbles his pace homewards; inftead of Tri-| : 
umph, glad he had got loofe from ſo imminent a danger. 
Fliis blank return filFd the Kingdom with a fretting mur- 
mit, and fotteien Nations thought their Valour chang 'd, 
who had '{o' oft before o'recome this Nation. Mared 
with grief, oppreſt with ſhame and forrow, Edward 
exchaims againft his wayward Fortune, that made his | | 
Greatneſs, like the Crab, go backward ; while he fceks 
to improve, -the- opinion of his worth he impairs, and 
grows ftill Teaner ; and when he ſhuns a taint, he findes | 
a miſchief. Sadly he 'now reſolves no more to tempt | 
| her; he lays afide' his Arms, for harms'to feed Ins hu- | 
montr. His Vanities (companions of his Greatnels) had | 
flept ont the night of theſe combuſtions ; he now a- 
wakes them, with a new affurance. they ſhould  polfels | 
their former manſion. His wandring eyes now ravage 
| chrough 
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| that gave their tongues their motion 3 ſuch an harmo- 
| nious Conſort fits the Organ, that lov'd no flats nor 


|Servants that are indifferently. (if not equally) counte- 
- |nanced, are the ſtrength and ſafety of a;Crown, which | 


| not only the Head, but all the Members. : . 


through the confines of his great Court, made looſe by 
his example. Here he ſeeks out ſome Piece, or Copper- 
metal, whom by his Royal ſtamp he might make cur- 
rant. He findes a ſpacious choice, being well-attended, 
but 'twas by ſuch as made their rongues their fortunes 3 
Vain-glory here found none to. cure it, and the fick 
heart ne're felt the touch of Wormwood. The Agents 
were! compos'd of the juſt temper, as was the ſpring 


ſharps, or forc'd diviſion. No language pleas'd the 
King, (the Servants know it) but that which was as 
ſmooth as Gold new burniſht. Old anrient truth was, 
like a thread-bare Garment, eſteem'd a foul diſgrace 
to cloath a Courtier. Sincerity was no fit Maſter for 
theſe Revels, nor honeſt Plainneſs for a ſeat in Council, 
This made this King, this Court, and glorious Kingdom, 
fall by degrees into a ſtrange confuſion. The Infide- 
lity of Servants cloathed in hypocrifie,betrayes the Ma-. 
ſer, and makes his miſery greater or leſs dangerous, 
according to the qualities of their employments. Ir is 
an excellent conſideration for the Majeſty of a King, in 
eleCtion, to refle&t on Goodneſs, Truth, and Ability, for 
his attendance, more than the natural parts, 'or thoſe: 
that are by Art and Cunning made pliable to his Diſpo- 
ſition. The firſt prove the props of Greatneſs , the. 
other the inſtruments of Danger and Diſorder ; which 
makes the Maſter at beſt pitied, but moſt commonly 
hated and ſuſpefed. Neither is it ſafe for the Royal: 
ear to be principally open to one mans information, : or 


to rely ſolely on his judgment. Mulciplicity of able. 


gives it glory and luſtre. When one man: alone a&s 
all parts, it begets a world of errour ,” and: endangers 
Edward could not but know, that a, new Preſident 


over 


if 
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at a ſecond hand ; yet he 1s reſolv'd of a new choice, 
of ſuch a Favourite as might ſupply and make good the 
room of his loſt beloved Gawveſion ; hence {prung that 
fatal fire which ſcorcht the Kingdom with inteſtine 
Ruine. He was put to no great trouble to ſeek a for- 
reign Climate ; he had variety of his own, thatmight be 
eaſily made capable enough for ſuch a 33 HAT 
ment. He had a {warm of Sycophants that gap'd after 
greatneſs, and cared not to pawn their Souls to gain 
promotion; amongſt thele his eye fixt on Spencer, a 
man till then believ'd a naked States-man; he was young, 
and had a pleaſing aſpe& ; a perſonage though not 


ſuper-excellent, yet well enough to make a formal M;i- 
nion. 


principally thus: he had been always conformable to 
the King's Will, and never denied to ſerve his appe- 
tite 1n every his ways and occaſions; which was vertue 
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over his Royal actions, muſt make his SubjeQs his but 


The Ladder by which he made his aſcent , was | 


enough to give him wealth and title. Some others think 
this feat was wrought by Witchcraft, and by the Spells 
of a grave Matron,that was ſuſpected to have a Journey- 
man Devil to be her Loadftone : which is not alto- 
gether improbable, it we behold the progreſſion ; for 


never was Servant more inſolently fortunate, nor Ma- 


ſter unreaſonably indulgent. Their paſfages are as much 
beyond belict, as contrary to the Rules of Reaſon. 
But leaving the diſcourſe of the Cauſe, the King ap- 
plauds his own Workmanſhip, and doats infinitely on 
the Non-age of this Impoſture, which teeing the ad- 


> 


vantage, labours to advance it; and though in his own 
nature he were proud, harſh, and tyrannous, yet he 
cloaths himſelf in the habit of Humility, as oblequious | 
to his Maſter, as ſmooth and winning to his Acquain- | 
tance; knowing that a Rub might make the Bow] fall 
ſhort while 1t was running: Heat of Blood, and height 
of Spirit, conſult more with Paſſion than Judgment 3 
| oO = - where 
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| | not to be cur'd, but by a bloody iſſue. 
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where all ſides are agreed, quick ends the bargain. 
Spencer muſt riſe, the King himlelt avows it ; and who 
was there durſt croſs their Sovereigns pleaſure * The 
reſolution known, like flocks of Wild-gecle, the tpawn 
of Court-corruption fly to claw him. The great ones 


nour to become his Kinſmen: The Officers of State, 
to win his favour, forget their Oaths, and make his Will 
| their Juſtice. Lord, how the Vermin creep to this warm 
Sun-ſhine, and count each Beam of his a ſpecial Favour ! 
Such a thing is the Prologue of a beginning Greatneſs, 
that it can Metamorphole all but thoſe that hate it. 

- The King, though he were pleaſed with this new 


| 


| ſtructure . yet his inward revolutions were not alto- 


gether free from agitation. He beheld the Lords and 
Kingdom now quiet, and the Scotch Tragedy worn out 
of memory ; he was not without cauſe doubtful, whe- 
ther this new A& might not cauſe a new Diſtraction : 
He calls to minde the ground of his firſt troubles, and 
found it had with this a near reſemblance ; He looks 


upon the ſullied State ſcarce cleanſed, and fear'd this 


leap might cauſe a new pollution. Theſe thonghts,like 
miſty yapours, ſoon diflolved, and feem'd too dull to 


teed his Love-lick fancy. His hatred to the Barons bids 


preſs them, which on cool blood might ſeem too great 
Injuſtice. Gaveſtor's Death lay in his heart impoſtum'd, 
From this falſe 
ground he draws .his proper ruine, making Phantaſms 
ſeem as deeds were ated. Such Caſtles in the Air are 
poor Con ceptions, that ſell the Skin before the Beaſt be 
killed. The Barons were no Children, he well knew 
t ; the hope was little might be got with ſtriving, where 


]all the'Kingdom was ſo much diſtaſted ; but he priz'd 


high his own, contemning theirs, which wrought their 
Death,and after his Misfortune. Being reſolv'd to coun- 


| tenance his Will with more haſte than adviſement, He | 
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him freely venture ; that in their moving he might ſo op- 
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that till now ſcarce knew his Oft-ipring, think it an ho- | 


honours | 
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' honours the ſubjet of his laws with the Lord Cham- 


and would maintain him ur it. This foreright jump 
going lo high, made all men wonder, and ſoon luſpect 
him guilty of {ome {ſecret vertue. Scarce had this new 


bis tormer being, and ſings the right N ioht-crow' $ tune 
of upſtart Greatnels, and follows his Predeceſlors pat- 
tern to the lite, but with a far more ſtrength and cun- 


his Birth and breeding here, where he is caked ; and 


progreſſions, which taught him his firſt Leon: That 
Infant-greatneſs falls where none lupport | it: Fm this 
principle, his firſt work is employ'd to win and to pre- 
ſerve an able party. To work this ſure, he makes a 

Monopoly of the Kings car, no man may gain it but 
by his permiſſion ; eſtabliſhing a ſure intelligence with- 
in the Royal Chamber; not truſting one, but having 
ſundry Agents, who muſt lucceſlively attend all mo- 
tions. By this he wedgeth in his Sentinels at ſuch a 
diſtance , that none can move , but he receives the 
Larum. The firſt requeſt he akon his Sovereign (who 
| ne're denied him) was, that he would not paſs a-Grart, 
till he ſurvey'd it ; for this he makes a zealous care the 
cover, leſt by {uch Gift the Subject might be grieved, 
the King Ed This ſtratagem unmaskt, gave perfect 
| knowledge, who ever leapt the Horle he held the Bridle, 
which rein'd his foes up ſhort, while friends unhors'd 


objes, he feeds the current of his Sovereign's Vices 
with ſtore of full delights, to keep him buſted, whilſt 
he might ad his part with more attention. He quarrels 


his more than their Maſters, and quickly puts them off, 


| berlain's place, profilin treely he thought him worthy, 


ning. * He was not born a ſtranger Or an alien, but had 


though he had not ſo much depth to know the Secrets, 
yet underſtands the plain-Song of the State, and bow: 


them; and raiſed as he pleaſed all ſuch as brib'd os 
{ought him. _To mix theſe. ſerious ſtrains with Tighter | 


oreat Lord polleflion of the Whire-ſtaff, but he torgets | 


——_— 


| 


thoſe whom he ſuſpe@ts too honeſt, or at the leaſt not | 
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| that there may be entry for ſuch as he preters, his prope 
* | creatures ; fo that a ſhort time makes the Court all of 
a piece at his Commandment. Thoſe whom he fear'd 
© | in State would croſs his workings, he jecks to win by 
' | favour or alliance ; if they both fail, he tenders fairly 
- | ro lift them higher by ſome new promotion, ſo he may 
'| have. them ſure on all occaſions ; and with theſe baits 
| he catcht the hungry Planets. Such as he frndes too 
faithful for ſurpriſal, theſe he . ſequeſters, mounting his 
Kindred up to fill their places. The Queen, that had no 
great cauſe to like thoſe Syrens, that caus'd her griet, 
and did ſeduce her Husband, he yet preſumes to court 
with ſtrong profeſſions, vowing to ſerve her as a faith- 
ful Servant. She ſceing into the quality of the time, | 
where he was powerful, and ſhe in name a Wite, in 
truth a Hand-maid, doth not oppoſe, but more increaſe 
his Greatneſs, by letting all men know that ſhe recciv'd 
{him. To win a nearer place in her opinion, he gains 
| his Kindred places next her perſon ; and thoſe that were 
her own, he bribes to back him. The Court thus fa- 
ſhion'd, he-levels at the Country, whence he mult gain 
his ſtrength, if need enforc'd it. Here he muſt have an 
eſtate, and ſome ſure refuge ; this he contrives, by begging 
the Cuſtody of divers of the principal Honours and 
Strength of the Kingdom. But theſe were no inheri- 
| tance which might perpetuate his Memory, or continue 
his Succeſſion. He makes a Salve tor this Sore ; and 
to be able to be a fit Purchaſer of Lands, by the bene- 
fit of the Prerogative he fa]ls a ſelling of Titles, in which 
it was believd he thriv'd well, though he fold many 
more Lordſhips than he bought Mannors ; by this 
| means yet he got many pretty retiring places for a youn- 
ger Brother, within the moſt fertil Counties of the King- 
dom. This for the Private, now to the Publick ; he 
makes ſure the principal Heads of Juſtice, that by them 
his credit might pleaſure an old Friend, or make a new 
| at his pleaſure. If in this number any one held him at 
roo 
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too ſmart a diſtance , prizing his integrity and honour 
betore ſo bale a trattique, he was an ill Member of State, 
and either fiſenc'd, or ſent to an Iriſh or Welſh Employ- 
ment. It is enough to be behievd faulty, where a 
diſputation 1s not admitted. The Hare knows her ears 
be not horns, yet dares not ventire a Tryal, where 
things muſt not be ſentenc'd as they are, but as they | 
are taken. The Commanders that ſway moſt in Popu- | 
lar Faction, as far as he durſt or might without com- 
 buſtiton, he cauſeth to be conterr'd 0” his Friends and 
Kindred; and above. all things, he ſettles a ſure Cor- 
reſpondence of Intelligence in all the quarters of the 
Kingdome, as a neceflary leading pretident : he 
fills the peoples ears with rumour of forreign danger, to 
buſie their brains from diſcourting Domeſtick Errours ; 
and ſends out a rabble of ſpying Mercuries, who are 
inſtructed to talk liberally, to taſte other mens inclina- 
nations, and feel the pullcs of thoſe that had moſt cauſe 
to be diſcontented. For the antient Nobility, which 
was a more diffcult work to reduce to conformity, lay- 
ing afide the punGilio's of his greatneſs, he ſtrives to 
gain them as he won his Maſter ; but when he found 
them ſhy and nice to make his party, he flights them 
more and more, to ſhew. his Power, and make . them 
leek to entertain his. favour. And' to ecliple their 
Power by birth and number, he findes the means to 
make a new Creation, which gave the Rabble-Gentry 
apſtart Honours, as Children do ' give Nuts away by 
handfuls ; yer ſtill he hath ſome feeling of the butineſs. | 
Laſtly, he wins the King to call his Father to the Court, 
| who with the ſhoal of all his Kin are ſoon exalted, 
while he makes all things lawful that correſpond his 
Will, or Maſters Humour. He thus aſſuming the ad- 
miniſtration of the Royal affairs, his Maſter giving way 
to all his actions; the incenſed Lords grown out of pa-| The Barons 
tience, appoint the rendeyouz ,of a ſecret Meeting at | incenies. 

Sharborongh, where they might deſcant their griets with 
F more | 


I —_— _—  — 


_ ——_——— te ee. et ——_——— 


T he Ratgn and Death of 


LE rn 


more freedom, yet with ſuch a cautelouns Secrecy, that 
this Harpy with his Lyacean eyes could not perceive their 

Hanger. Afſſoon as they were met, Thomas of Lancaſler, 

the moſt eminent of this Confederacy, 1n a grave d1l- 

| courle Jays before them the Iniquity of the time, the In- 

folency of this new Ganymede, and the Kings ntem- | 
perate wretchleſnels, which made the Kingdom a prey 

| co all-manner of Injuſtice. Hereford adviſeth, that they 

ſhould all together petition the King, that he would be 

pleaſed to look into the Diſorders, and grant a Refor- 

mation. Mowbray, Mortimer, and the reſt, ſoar a higher 

pitch, which Clifford thus expreiſeth. 


My Lords, It is not now as when brave Lincoln lived, 
whom Edward fear'd, and all the Kingdom honoured. Nor 
is this new Lord a Gaveſton, or naked Stranger, that only 
talks, and durſt not a bis Paſſrons. We now muſt have 
to do with one of our own Country, which knows our ways, 
and how to intercept them : See you not how he weaves 
his webs in Court and Country, leaving no means nntryed 
may fence his greatneſs * And can you think a verbal Blaſt 
will ſhake him, or a ſet Speech will fink his daring Spi- 
rit ® No, heis xo any atom Frenchman, but knows as 
well as we where we can hurt him : his Pride zs ſuch, he'll 
nee go leſs a farding ; but he muſt fall a key, or we muſt 
raine. Women and Children make their tongues their Wea- 
pons ; true Valonur needs no words, our wrongs no wran- 


| Þe promiſe to redreſs our Grievance ; this ſends us home 
ſecure and well-comented, until the Plot be ripe for our de- 
ſtruction. If you will needs diſcourſe your cauſe of Grie- 
wvance, be yet provided to make good your erronr ; a wiſe 
man gets his guard, then treats Conditions, which works 
4 Peace with eaſe and more aſſurance. All Treaties 


| draw by ſuch 2 juſt compulſion : thoſe ready, then attempt 
Jour pleafure, and ſee if words can work a Reformation. 
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gling. Say this unconſtant King hear our Petition, admit | 


vain, our Swords muſt be owr warrant, which we may | 
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| return without his ſpecial Licenſe. 


: EDwaRr Db the Second. 


I am no tongue-man, nor can move with language ; but if 
| we come to act, I'll not be idle : Then let us fall to Arms 


without diſputing ; We'll make this Minion ſtoop, or dye 


with honour. * 


J 


| : . 
. This rough Speech, uttered with a Souldier-like liber- | 


ty, by one ſo truly noble and valiant, inflam'd the 
hearts of ſuch as heard them. They concur all ia a gene- 
ral approbation, and thereupon they tall to preſent Levies. 
Mortimer, a brave young aGive Spirit, with his Retinue, 
gains the maiden-head of this great Action. He enters 
turiouſly upon the poſſeſſion of the Spencers, ſpoiling and 
waſting like a profeſt enemy. This outrage flies {wift- 
ly to the owners, and appears before them like Scoggins 
crow, multipli'd in carriage. They afſoon make the King 
the ſharer of their intelligence, and increaſe it to their 
beſt advantage. Edward ſenſible of fo audacions an 
affront, thought it did yet rather proceed from private 


tenderneſs of the one, and malice to the other, by Pro- 
clamation thus make known his pleaſure, That the Aﬀors 
of this miſdemeanour ſhould immediately appear perſo- 
nally, and ſhew cauſe, whereby they might juſtifie their 
Actions, or forthwith to depart the Kingdom, and not to 
When the tenour 
of this Sentence was divulged, and come to the know- 
ledge of the Confederate Lords, they ſaw their intereſt 
was too deeply at ſtake to be long ſhadow'd. In the obe- 
dience of ſuch a doom, the primitie of their Plot muſt re- 
ceive a deſperate blemiſh. They therefore reolve, as 
they had begun, ſo to make good and maintain the 
quarrel ; they reinforce their Forces, and draw them in- 
to a body ſtrong enough to boulſter out their doings, 
and to bid a baſe to the irreſolute wanton King and his 
inglorious Favourite, whoſe Platforms were not yet 1o 
compleat, as that they durſt adventure the Tryal of ſo 


| 


ſpleen than publick practice ; which made him in the | 


| 


ſtrong a Battery. Yet the more to juſtifie their Arms 
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take Arms. 
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| {which in the beſt conſtruction ſeem'd to ſmatch of Re- 
bellion) they ſend unto the King a fair and humble 
Meſſage, the Tenor whereof lets lim know , that 
' The Bajons | T heir intentions were fair and honeſt ; and that the Arms 
' Meſſage to | thugs levied, gaere to defend his Honour, and not off end | 
| the rg: Ih; Perſon. he Sufferings of the Kingdom were fo deep 
4 | and werghty, that all was like to. run to preſent ruine, un- 
| El | leſs he would be pleas'd to cure this Feawver. I all hu- 
Co phi ility they deſire he would ſequeſter from his preſence, and 
their uſurpt authority, thoſe Inſtruments which acted this 
\ diſorder,and that their doings might receive a teſt by a fair 

\ | Tryal. To this if he give way, they would attend hint 

' | with all the expreſſions of a Loyal Duty; but if his heart 
were hardned for denial, they then intreat his pardon that 
would not be SpeSlators of the general miſchief” which drew 
too. ſwiftly on by this Diſtemper. The King receiving fo 
peremptory a Meſlage, thinks this fair glols a kind of 
| By-your-leave in ſpight of your teeth. He ſaw readily 
how the Game went, and was loath to {ſtrike the Hive, 
for fear the Swarm ſhould ſting him. Dearly he doted 
on his Minion, yet conceiv d it fitter he ſhould a little 
ſuffer, than they both ſhould ruine, which probably 
might ſoon enſue 1t they prevailed. He had no power 
provided to withſtand them, wor was he {ure that time 
would make it ſtronger ;. the Lords were well belov'd, 
| their quarre] pleaſing, while he had nothing but the 
name of King, might hope aſliſtance. Now he con- 
| demns bitterly his improvidence, that had not ſecur'd his 
work before he aCts it. Spencer, that ſaw himſelf thus 
quite foreſtalled, and his great foreſight in a manner 
uſeleſs, ſince thoſe whom he had made were but a hand- 
tul, and thoſe of the poorer fort of weaker ſpirits, that 
ſtow themſelves in tempeſts under Hatches, knew 'rwas 
too late to think of oppoſition; and therefore perſwadcs 
his reſolute Maſter to ſubſcribe to the preſent neceſſity : 
yet ſo, that theſe angry Hornets might not be their own 
| |Carvers. He knew, or at leaſt believ'd, his faults were 
not 


I —— 
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Ce Saas 


{ is return'd to the Lords: That his Majeſty having ex- 


| more ſor their proper Honours, and the good of the whole 


 EDWAR D the Second, 
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not yet Capital, yet could not tell what conſtruction 
might be given, it thoſe which were his enemies were 
admitted to be his ſole Judges; and therefore made ra- 
ther choice to be at the mercy of a Parliament, 'than 
at their diſpoſing. He was not without hope to be able 
to make an able party in this Aſſembly, where at worſt 
he knew he ſhould be {entenc'd, rather by ſpleen than 
fury. This reſolution by the King approved, an anſwer 


amrin'd the contents of their Petition, found therein a fair 
pretext of Juſtice and reaſon; and that if" their allegations 
were ſuch as were by them pretended, himſelf would with as 
much willingneſs as they could deſire, joyn in the a& of 
Reformation. But for as much as private Paſſion mackt it 
ſelf ſometimes under the vail of publike grievance,and partj- 
cular ends had the pretext of general Reformation,he thought 
it expedient to make this rather a Parliamentary work than 
the a& of his Prerogative, or their inforcement , which was 


Kingdom : which reſolution if they thought fat to entertain, 
he wiſht them to lay down their Arms, which were the 
marks rather of an intended wiolence, than a real deſire of 

iftice; that done, in the knowledg of their approbation, he 
would ſpeedily cauſe his Summons to be ſent out for the calling 
together of this great Aſſembly. The reception of this 
anſwer was not diſplcaſing to the Barons, who delir'd 
thoſe might be the Judges that had equally ſmarted with 
the ſtripes of this affliction ; yet they conceiv'd it not 
wiſdom to disband their Forces on a bare ſuppoſition ; 
which could not be yet continued, without roo much 
charge, and too great jealouſie. To reconcile this, they 
divide themſelves, every one retaining to himſelf a 

uard ſufficient to aſſure his Perſon ;. and ſo diſpoſe the 
reſt, that they might be ready. on the leaſt Item. Things 
ſtanding thus, the Writs and Proclamations for Eledion 
are ſent out, in which there was as much time won as 
might be taken without ſuſpition, Now is there ſtiff 
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labouring on all ſides (though nor viſibly, yet with under- 
hand working) to cauſe a major part in this Election ; 
which the Lords wiſely forefeeing (as the main ſpring 
that muſt keep all the wheels in their right motion )had be- 
forehand ſo provided for, that the engines of the adverſe 
Party ſerv'd rather to fright, than make a breach in the 
rule and truth of this Ele&ion. The ſubjects ſenfible of 
the diſorders of the Kingdom, and leeing into the ad- | 
vantage which promis'd a hberty of Reformation, make 
choice 'of ſuch as for their wiſ{dome and integrity deſerv'd 
it; rejecing ſuch as ſought it by corruption, or might be 


%. 


{in reaſon ſuſpeted. This made the undertakers fall | 


: ſhort and wide of the Bow-hand. 
The Barons | The day of 'appearance being come , the jealous | 
- tag. Lords would not rely ſo much on the King's good Na- 
Guard. ure, but that they come. up like themſelves, bravely 
attended with ſeveral Crews of luſty Yeomen, that 
knew no other way to win their Landlords favour, but 
with Fidelity and Valour. Theſe, for diſtindtion, and 
that they might be known all Birds of a feather, are 
ſuited in Cafſocks with a white guard athwart ;- which 
gave this the name of the Parliament of white Bends. 
Fpencer ſeeing the Retinue of his Adverfaries, makes 
himſelf a Rampire of all his Servants, Friends and Kin- 
dred. The jealoxs Citizens, that ſometime look beyond 
their Shop-board, ſeeing ſuch a confluence from all | 
parts of the Kingdom, and (o ill-inclin'd, had a kinde 
of ſhivering phantafie, leſt while theſe ſtrong Work- 
men fell a hammering, the Corporation might become the 
| Anvil. The Mayor, to prevent the worſt, doubleth the 
Guards, and plants a ſtrong Watch to keep the Gates 
and Suburbs. Now according to the uſual Cuſtome, 
the Speaker is preſented, and the King himſelf doth 
thus diſcourſe his pleaſure, which they attend ere they 
Ls e King's begun this Seſſron. 
to 
the Parli-| My Lords, and you the Commons of the Nether-Houſe ! 
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EDWARD the Second. | 59 | 


I have at this time call'd you hither, to crave your aid, 
advice, and beſt aſſiſtance. I am informd my Subjects | 
are abus'd, and that the Kingdoms welfare dayly ſuffers ; | 
ſuch aftions I maintain not, nor will ſuffer. Sift ont the 
depth of this, and finde the Authors ; which found, I'll 
puniſh as your ſelves think fitting. A Kingdomes weight 
depreſſeth ſo bis Owner, that many faults may ſcape his 
eye unqueſtiond; your Body is the Perſpicil that ſhews- 
him what errours be, and how he may prevent them; which 
leads both King and Subject to a ſettled quiet. Be not 
too curious in your inquiſition, which waſtes but time, and 
feeds diſeaſed Paſſion ; nor may you = thoſe faults that 
are not, which ſavours more of Envy than of Tuſtice. 
Actions of State you may not touch but nicely, they walk 
not in the Road of wulgar Knowledge ; theſe are high 
Myſteries of private workings , which fore-right eyes can 
newer ſee exatily : Ton cannot blindfold judge their form or 1] 
ſubſtance. As all times are believ'd, theſe may be guilty ; 
yet let your Tudgments make them ſo, not private Fancy, 
which is the Nurſe that ſuckles up confuſion. So grave a 
Senate ſhould not be the meeting where men do hunt for | 
News to feed their malice. Nor may you trench too near | 
your Soveraigns ations, if they be ſuch as not concern the 
Publick : You would not be reftrain'd that proper freedom, 
which all men challenge in their private dwellings: My 
Servants are mine own, I ll ſift their errours, and in your | 
Juſt complaint correCt their Vices. Seek not to bar me of a| 
free eleftion, ſince that alone doth fully ſpeak my Power - 
I may in that endure no touch or cawvil, which makes a 
King ſeem leſſer than a Subjet. T know thoſe I affe&t are 
more obſerved, and Envy waits their ations, if not Ha- 
tred ; 'twere yet Injuſtice they for this ſhould ſuffer, or for 
my Love, not their own Errours, periſh. What one among | 
| you would not be exalted, or be to me as he whom now you 

aim at ? Reaſon and Nature tye me to their limits, elſe 
#ught you ſhare it in a like proportion. 

ge 9 that betrays Fakes AﬀeSions, ſtares al- | 
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ways upwards, ſees nothing beneath it, till firiving to 
o rethrow ſome lofty S teeple, it ſtumbling falls in ſome foul 
Saw-pit. Perhaps the Court 3s guilty of ſome Errours, the 
Countrey is not free from worſe Oppreſſions ; yet theſe arc 
wav d, as afts unfit your knowledge, which rob and tear 
the poor diſtreſſed Commons, who muſt be ſill poſſeſt ; my 
greater Agents are the contrivers of this publick miſchief, 
while you by theſe make good your proper greatneſs. T his 
ſhould not be, if you conceit it rightly; tis far from 
Fuſtice and a due Proportion, one man ſhould fall, and 
thouſands ſtay unpuniſht, that are more guilty far of foul 
tranſereſſion. If you would ſift, and with unpartial dea- 
ling ſweep from the Kingdom ſuch unjuſt Oppreſſors, it 


were a work of goodneſs worth your labour, would leave 


to after-times a brave Example. But theſe A ſſemblies 
think thoſe a&s improper, which may reflec upon the pro- 
per freehold of thoſe that are moſt nice, and apt to cenſure. 


I now deſire (it 3s your Soveraign ſpeaks it) you will re-| 


form this kinde of ſtrange proceeding ; prejudicate not any 
till you finde him faulty, nor ſhoot your darts at one, where 
more are guilty. In ſuch a number diverſly affefted, there 
are, I fear, too many thus affected, that this advantage 
fits their private rancour, making the Publick Good the 
ſtale and ſubje&, which aims unvail d at nought but In- 
novation. Theſe buſie-brains, unfit to be Law-makers, let 


| graver Heads reſtrain by their diſcr etions , elſe I muſt 


make them know and feel my Power. I will ſupport and 
ftill aſſiſt your Tuſtice, but may not ſuffer ſuch a fond 
diftemper. Tour Priviledge gives warrant, ſpeak in free- 
dome ; yet let your words be ſuch as may become you; 


| if they flye out to taint my Peace or Honour , this San- 


ry may. not ſerve to give 'Proteftion; if ſo, ſome 
diſcontent , or ill-affefied Spirit may challenge Power to 


vent a Covert Treaſon. But your own Wiſdomes, 1 


preſume , will guide you to make this ſuch , that TI. may 


often call you. What more is fit , or doth remain 'un- 


| ronch'd you flill ſhall underſtand in your progreſſion , 


wherein 
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where rein let Vertue lead, ad W iſdone rule your tem-- 


per. 


- The King having ended , the {everal Members of this 
goodly Body drow together ; where notwichltanding 
this grave admonition tull of implicite direction, they 
fall roundly to their buſinels. For torms-lake, they Pl 
while difcourte the petty Miſdemeanors of the Kingdom ito 
make a fairer introduction into the nin end. of thede: 
Afſembly. A few Balls being toſt and bandied to and 
fro, they begin to crack the Nut where the Worm lay 


Houle diſcover'd, but informations fly in like Points, by 
| dozens ; no buftnels is dilcours'd which toucht the diſho- 
nour of the King, the grief of the Kingdom, or the op- 
preſiion of the Subje@&, but ſtraight flies upward, and 
makes a noiſe that all had one beginning. The general 
' thus tar queſtioned, the particulars come to a reckoning, 
| wherein Spencer 1s pointblanck charg'd with Infolency, 
 Injuftice, Corruption, Oppreſſzon, neale of the publick, and 
| immodlerate ad&ancement of bes Own ; particular. Thole few 
faint friends he had gotten into this number, more to 
expreſs their own abilitics, ; than with a hope of prevail- 
10g, hearing theſe thnndering aſperſtons, rile up to 
ruſtifie, or it that fall thort, to extenuate "the faults of | 
their glorious Patron ; but their Grate y prov'd, jult like 
the Cauſe they ſtrive to defend, full of apparent talſhood. 
Thofe nmbler ſpirits that kaunt the Ghoſts of corrupted 
greatneſs, ſeek not to Undermine this great Building, 


but prove 1n reaſon, juſtice, and neceſlity, thar 1t ought 
to be Demoliſhed , God it was the Spring that polluted 
all the leſſer Fountains. The places of Judicature being 
ſtill rarted , the Purchaſer mult ſe!! his. Judgements ; 
which was a commerce fit for thoſe that had the worlt,and 
were moſt diffident. The Sinonacal trading tor S; piri- 


tual promotions, asit diſhonoured the dignity, {o it muſt 
R exalt 


—— 


whole ſtructure had ſo haſty and rotten a Foundation, 


that eat the Kernel. No: ſooner was the Vote of the | 
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Inoue 


The $ pen- 
cers baniſh- 
ed, | 


——c 


exalt ſuch as knew better how to ſhare their Flocks than 
feed them. Bartring of Honour tor private Jucre, would 
ruine the glory of antiquity in blood, and in another age, 
as prodigal as this, make Lords as common as Drovers. 
Poſſeſſion of ſo many great Offices,as it was an myury to 
thoſe of more deſerving, fo might it in time become a Mo- 
nopoly for every new-made Upſtart. Sctling the ſtrengths 
and Military Proviſion in the command of One lo much 277- 
ſufficient, muſt” open the way to foraign lots, or do- 
meſtick miſchief. Planting of the principal Officers of 
the Common-wealth by oe mans corrupt diſtribution, 
muſt bring all to his guidance, and the Kingdom to con- 
fuſjon. Admiſſion of the Royal car to one Tongue only, 
ties all the reſt, and reſembles the Councel-chamber to 
a School where Boys repeat their Leſſons. Thele paſ- 


| ſages diſcours'd and Aphoriſm'd at Jarge in the Houle ; at 


the private Committee, divers fouler ſu{pitions and aggra- 
vations are treated with a greater freedom ; which bein 
again with their ſeveral proots reported before the 
whole Body, by the general doom he is pronunced guilty. 
This daring favourite ſeeing the violence of the Tide, be- 
gins to fear it ; and letting his Anchor fall, hulls out the 
tull Sea in the Royal Harbour ; he ſtrikes his top-ſail, yet 
contemns the Winds that cauſe the Tempeſt, and quarrels 
with their Power muſt be his Judges. This takes away all 
hope of reconcilement,and more inflam'd their hearts that 
did purſue him. They know he now mult fall, or they 
muſt ruine. Lions may nor be toucht, till they be ſure, 
leſt breakings looſe, they tear thoſe Gins that catch them. 
This conſideration begets a folemn Meſſenger, well at- 
tended with divers Seconds, to make a full relation both 
of - their Verdi& and whole Proceedings. 

The Lords being prepoſſeſt by their own knowledg, of 
all the aCtions of this falſe Impoſtor, aftcr a Conference and 
grave diſcuſſion, pronounce their Sentence, That the 
Spencers, Father and Son, ſhould both be forthwith ſent 


to live im Exile. . This done, a grave Declaration is 


made 


— 


Es 


a 
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made by both Houles,and preſented to the King, expre(: 
{ing the Tenour of their doom, and reaſons moved them |: 
to it. The Kg, as weak in his diftraftions, as wilful 
In advantage, fees now. there was no firivins, unleſs he 
would adventure his own hazard by ſuch denial. No 
time 15 now left for ditpute ; he ratifies the Sentence, | 
and preſent execution {witrly totlows Judgment. Imme- | 
diately are theſe two great Conrtiers carryed with more | 
attendants than they card for, -unto the Port of Dower, 
and ſtraightways ſhipt, to ſeck fome other Fortune. 
The Son is no whit dezected, but bears up bravely : 
He knew his Maſter's Loye, and {corn'd their Malice. | 
Parting, he takes a filent farewel full of rancour, which 
vows revenge, and hopes to live to act it. The aged | 
Father, whoſe Guilt was Jeſs, and ſorrow greater, de-| 
{ervd in Juſtice Pity and Compaſſion ; his ſnowie 
Winter melts im tears, and ſhews his inward grievance ; 
bitterly he taxeth his Sons Pride, and his own Vanity, 
exclaiming againſt the rigour of his fortune, that had 
in the Jaſt a& of his age caſt him ſo cruelly from his 
Inheritance, and at the very brink of the grave eſtrang'd 
him from his Birth-right. He confeſſeth the impro- 
vidence of his errour, which being rais'd by by-ways, 
ſought to keep it. Laſtly, he witheth his behaviour 
had been ſuch, that in this change might give him help 
or pity ; but it is the inſeparable companion of Great- 
neſs fraudulently gotten, not by Deſert or Vertue, it 
prefers falſhood, and a kinde of ſhifting juggling, before 
a winning truth or goodneſs, which draws with it a firm 
aſſurance. Of all others, it is the moſt erroneous fond 
opinion, which conceits AﬀeCtions may be won and 
| continued in a ſubordinate way. They are the proper | 
Operations of the Soul, which move alone in their own |[£ 
courſe, without a forc'd compulſion. Other ways may 
ſerve as temporary proviſions, but he that by a juſt 
deſert, and credit of his own worth, hath won the 
Love of good men, hath Jaid himſelf a ſure founda- 
tion :| 
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| tion: This makes his Honour his own, and he Succeſ. 
ſjon permanent to his continuing praite and glory. 
| Thele mmperions Servants thus removed, the elder, in 
' obedicnce of his Doom, makes a forreign Climate wit- 
mY &.. | nets his Submiſlion. The younger, of a more impatient 
uns Pi- | and turbulent ſpirit, makes the ſpacious Sea the centre 
4 Tate. of his dwelling. He would not truſt to any other Na- 
: tion, ſince his own Climate {o unkindly left him. The 
| Kung, yet icarcely weaned from his {orrow, makes yet 
fair W cather to the parting Barons ; He chanks them for 
| their care and great diſcretion, which he would ſtil ac- | 
[ | knowledge and remember. Thus Kings can play their 
| parts, and hide their Secrets, making the Tongue the in- 
ſtrument of {weetnels, when that the Heart 1s full of 
bitter Gall and Wormwood. They knew he juggled, 
| yet applaud his Goodneſs, and give him back an An- 
| {wer juſtly ſuiring ; their Tongues {cem'd twins, their. 
.| Hearts had both one temper, - which at the Jength OC- 
 caſioned all their ruine. And thus with the Enacting 
| of ſome few ragged Laws, He diſſolves this Meeting. 
| Now 1s the loſt Chamberlain furrowing up the watery 
ſides of angry Neptune, walting about the skirts of his 
firſt dwelling : Halling ſhort in the poſſibility of revenge 
of thole he hated, he vows to make the harmleſs Mer- 
chant feel it. What by ſurprize, and what by purchaſe, 
he had made himſclt ſtrong at Sea, and well provided; 
with which he ſcowres the Coaſt, and robs all comers, 
making a prize of all he rifled. Shmotabbes he (lips into 
the private Harbours, and thence brings out the Ships 
were newly laden: {ſuch work to thoſe that trade by Sea, 
breeds ſtrange amazement. A. Piracy ſo ſtrong and 
daring, loon makes the terrour great, the clamour great- 
cr.:- the Councel-table's.. covered with Petitions, the 
Royal ear 15 cloy'd with exclamations ; all ſtill enforce 
that Trade muſt {ink and founder, unleſs the King the | 
ſooner did- prevent it Edward well knew their griets, 
and. did believe them 3. but ſaw withal it was his Spencer 


cauſed 
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| City might ſhare in the ſufferance,if it came to be act 


 EDwarD the Second. 


cauſed them, whom he too well affe&ed to purſue with 
danger. He thinks it reaſon to caſe hjs grievance ere 
he right the Subject; let them expect and bite upon the 


bridle, that they may taſte the errour of their Judg- 


ment. Neceflity in time would make them ſeck their 

utet, the means whereof he thinks not fit ro motion; 
yet ſtil] he thunders out his ſhew of anger, and gives 
directions that ſhipping ſhould be rigg'd and mann'd, 
well-turniſh'd to bang this Pyrate off trom his opprefſli- 
on, whom he would take, or loſe the Royal Navy ; . yet 
under-hand he countermands thele Precepts, pretending 
preſent want for ſuch proviſtton as might make good at 
tull this Expedition; which ſhould be done {ecurely, 
though delay d. While-thus the rage grows out of 
this diſorder, all Plaints prove  fruuleſs, there was. no 
proviſion. The flock of Merchants all appear betore 
him, letting him know the ſtate they ſtood in ; Their 
Stocks, his Cuſtome muſt impair and miniſh, unleſs ſome 
preſent conrſe repreſs this Pyrate. The King gave An- 
{wer, He laments and pitied their Loſs, his Wants, and 
private Dangers, which in the inſtant was of ſuch a na- 
ture, that he had cauſe to fear his proper ſafety. The 


Malecontents, that fiſh in troubled waters, were plotting 


| new Combuſtions to a& their malice ; he underſtood their 


workings flrong and cunning, which he was forc'd to ſtop 
with haſte, or looſe the Garland. T his was the cauſe be 
could not yet go onward to help their griefs, which ſhortly 
he intended ; till which, he wiſht their. grave Deliberations 
could fall upon ſome way might ftop the current, and take 
off Spencer from fo curſt proceeding, which he beliey'd he 
atled by enforcement, rather than Will to wrong his fellow- 
Subjes. The Citizens, as naturally talkative as ſulpt- 
cious, parting from the King forget their Lofles, and 
fall to a liberal diſcourſing upon the King's words, 
what the Plot of this great Treaſon might be. They 
were not without a kinde of jealous ſuſpicion, left the 
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The king 


writcs fo 


* | the Lords. 


The Parons 
An{wer. 


| ſoft hive againſt a crew of diſordered perſons, who were ſe-| 


} the Spercers home, and reconcile them. The ſequel was 


Z : ke ns Br SE Be ers ode Shpang iN +" 
4 SOIL” Is beg Bb WA eg IO PE. of . 
ets EIS 24 at one OO NN os be / 
ESD I EAN LAI OT TAE AKA A, \ : 


A little time brought this news to be the common du. 
courſe of every Barbers ſhop and Conduit. To make 
che ſuſpition more authentical, the ng makes a ſtrong 
Guard about his Perſon, ſending forth directions to his 
friends and all his well-afte&ed ſubjects, that they ſhould 
enable themſelves with the beſt ſtrength they could, and 
to be ready on occaſion upon an hours warning. To 
lull che watchful Lords afleep , he addreſſes unto them 
his particular Letters, full of humanity and gentleneſs, 
 defcring as he moſt repoſed on their loves and fidelity, fo 
that they would (if the neceſſuty required) be ready to af- 


bf 


cretly contriving both the ruine of HimPelf, the antient N9- 
bility,and the Kingdom ; their Plot was not yet ripe,and he 
conceiv/d it in the reaſon of State, fit to bave the Birds fluſl 
before he caught them. The Lords,that in the firſt rumour 
ſuſpected it had ſome reflection on their particular, or a 
meer noiſe withour ground or ſubſtance; on the receipt 
of this Letter alter their opinion, and believe there was 
ſome real cauſe of this ſuſpition. They knew the King 
was wretchleſs,dul], and ſleepy, and did not uſe to wake 


but when it thunder'd ; they think him ſhort in depth 'B 
of ſo much judgment, as with a Jigg of State might catch ” 


them naked. His Letter feem'd a character of truth, but 
not of cunning ; this kept them free trom boubt, but not 
from danger. 

They ſend back an anſwer graciouſly received; them- 
ſelves, their ſtrengths and ſtates ſhould wait his Pleaſure. 
Thele paſſages thus ſpent, the Citizens, that like no laws 
but thoſe of profit, do lay their heads together, to finde 
out a way how to diſpoſe things, fo that they might 
trade with fafery. A cunning Enguner (one of the 
Kings own making ) avows there was no means but one 
to make things ſure, which was, to move the King to call 
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not fearful, fince - this Tryal would make them know 
themſelves, and be more quiet; it not, they yet might | 
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EDWARD the Second. 


be in diſtance where they might be ſurpriz'd if they of- 
tended. This Propoſition findes conſent and liking in 
the grave Brain of the deep Corporation : in ſtead of 
puniſhment ſo well deſerved, the Thief muſt be preter- 


red, to free the paſſage; yet to excuſe their errour,they 


law the King had an itching inclination that way, and 
were not without a hope that Spencer being by their 
means recalled, would, of a proteſt enemy, become a 
{ure friend to the City. This gave them heart ro draw 
up their Petition, and immediately to preſent it to the 
King; who having that he lookt for, in outward ſhew 
ſeem'd nothing well contented. He bids them examine 
well the nature of their Petition, which run in a dire# line 
71. oppoſition againſt a Parliamental ſentence, and wonld 
incenſe the reconciled Barons, againſt whoſe ſtrength 
he could not well oppoſe, but it umft hazard bim and all 
the Kingdom. Tet if their wiſdomes did think fit, in their 
aſſar'd aſſiſtance he would wenture, ſince he prefer'd their 


good before his private. Though Spencer had tranſgreſt 
his will and pleaſure, yet their intreaty ſhould diſpenſe his | 
| ; 


errour, in hope he would become a new-mnade Subject. They 
cry God bleſs your Grace ; revoke your Judgment, you 
ſhall command our lives to back your goodneſs. E- 
ward thus far on his way , cauſcth a Declaration to be 
made, containing the requeſt of his faithful ſubjects, and 
beloved Royal Chamber of London, at whole importu- 
nate intreaty he thought fit, our of his grace, and ten- 
derneſs of the general good, to recal the Spencers , who 
had given ſufficient caution for their future good abear- 
ing. This known, ſoon brings them back to grace and 
favour : their petty thefts at Sea muſt have a ſure way 
to trade in; they muſt return to ſhave and rob the King- 
dom, 'twas thought more fit,” than they ſhould rob the 
Merchants. 'Tis ſtrange to ſee what ſhitt this poor King 
made to work his own undoing. But when Religion's loſt, 
and Virtue baniſht, and men begin to trade with (lights 
and falſhood, the end proves fatal,and doth a omn 
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T he Raipn and Death of 


blindfold into the ways that work their own deſtruſtion. 
The aftions of a Crown are exemplar, and mult be 
perfect, clean, upright, and honeſt ; their errours die not 
with them, but are regiſter'd in the ſtory of their Lives 
with Infamy or Honour : which conſideration may in 
juſtice beget a ſincerity and cautelous reſpect trom acting 


{under the pretence of policy, thoſe ſtratagems which | 


ſeem, but are not fruit of Royal goodneſs. A like care 
muſt be had in the limitation of afteions, ſo that they 
enforce him not to thoſe ways, which at one blow 
take from him his Fudgment and his Honour. The 
power Majeſtick is or ſhould be bounded ; and there is a 


obedience, the ſubjze& equal right and perfect juſtice, 
by which they claim a property in his actions; it either 
of theſe fall ſhort, or prove defeCtive by wilful errour, 
or by ſecret practice, the State's in danger of a follow- 


ing miſchief. The Spencers thus return'd,are reinveſted 


into their former high and wonted greatneſs: the burnt 
Their Maſters Plot 


Action : That done, they appear with confidence, and 
by main ſtrength ſeek to cruſh thoſe of the adverſe 
faction. Sir Bartholomew Baldſmere is the firſt that taſts 
the Prologue; they ſeize upon his Caſtle of Leedes with- 


| out or Law or Title; he ſues to have his own, bur is re- 


jected. Their peremptory return,and the abrogation of 


the angry Barons: but when they underſtood the unjuſt 
oppreſlion of their confederate, and the daily levies that 
were underhand made, they then conceive it time to 
look abgut.them. They finde the fruit of dalliance, 
and viſibly” ſee into the Kings Plot, which had abus'd 


\them; condemning their credulity and coldnefs,that had 
not ſpoil'd the brood while it was hatching. The King, 


who 


— —__rr 


reciprocal correſpondence, which gives the King the | 


Child fears the Fire ; they know their danger, and not | 
attend tne Storm until they feel it. 
| they ſecond, and cloſely gain a ſtrength for preſent | 


that Law that ſent them packing, was provocation 
| enough-; there needed not a ſecond motive to enflame 
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who had ſo oft been catcht, was now more wary; and 
reſolving to be aforchand with his buſineſs, prepares his 
Forces. He knew his Arms, not Tongue, muſt plead his 


Quarre]; another errour in his Guard, he ſuſpeRs, would 


make him liable to a more curſt proceed Ing. His Favon- 
rite, that had his Spics 1n every corner, is ſoon inform'd 
the Potion was a brewing would vive him Phyſick, if 
he did not prevent it : the gathering Clouds portend a 
\udden Darkneſs, which threaten ſhowers of Bloud and 
Civil Miſchief. He thinks his Guilt above the Rate of 
Favour, and vows to wade in Bleud, or die, or vanquith. 
To ſuffer ſtil], and not to a&t, he counts it weakneſs; 
which makes him ſtrive to be the firſt Invader. He 
wins the King to march with thoſe ſtrong Forces their 
foreſight had prepar'd, being ſoon united. The firſt 
Exploit feizeth the two Mortimers, that with an unadvi- 
ſed ſecurity had plaid over their old Game aneiv on his 
Poſſeſſions. Their Strength was great enough for an 
EIncurſion, but far too weak to cope with ſuch an Army. 
Their Reſolution was to give the Larum, and then re- 


treat to knit with their Confederates ; but they were in- 


tercepted erc they fear'd it, and made the Tower the 
Prize of their Adventure. 
Thus ſometimes it falls out, who ads Injuſtice, ts 
catcht in the ſame Net himſelf was weaving. The Lords 
with this Report are ſtrangely ſtartl'd ;_ they ſee them- 


ſelves foreſtall'd in their own Working ; Arms now. 


they know muſt be their Warrant, or elſe their Liyes 
mult pay a bitter Forfeit. Their Forces were not yet 
tally ready, yet they march on, rclolv'd to wait the Kings 
approach at Burton. Time, that runs ſwift to Miſchiet, 
ſlow to Goodneſs, at length conjoyns their Strength and 
ſeveral Levies; which were not great, and yet believ'd 
ſufficient to give a Canvas to the Royal Army 3 which, as 
their Gurriers told them,was not mighty. Soon are they 
brought to view each others Countenance ; where 
Friend againſt Friend, and Son againſt the Father, Bro- 
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ther againſt the Brother, ſtood embattId : ſuch mi{chiet | 
follows ſtill a Civil Diſcord. The Kings Force tar ex- 
| ceeds in ſtrength and number, which made the 'Terms of 
| hazard far unequal. The adverſe part perceiving wel] 
the danger which they were 1p, it they abide the Tryal, 
condemn their own belicf, and Servants falſhood, who 
[had fo far fallen ſhort in their diſcovery. But now a 
ſecond Deliberation is entertain'd, which adviſeth them 
to decline the Battle, and to make a Retreat, til] they 
were re-enforced. This Reſolution taken from the 
preſent ſuſpition, was not more diſhonourable than dan- 
gerous :' it gave confidence to their Enemies, and de- | 
jected their own Party, willing rather to try their hands 
[than their heels, where the peril ſeem'd indifferent : Bur 
the Reaſons given in excuſe were grave and weighty. 
The Earl of Lancaſter had fent- Sir Thomas Holland to 
raiſe his Northern Friends and Tenants ; who was mar- 
ching up ſtrongly and well provided ; ſo that if they 
could have adjourned the Battle oft to his arrival, it 
would have made the Terms more hopetul, 1t nor equal. 
Tt is in the Rule of War eſteem'd a weakneſs to'aftront 
an Enemy for a ſet Battle, with too great difproportion | 
|1n number ; but to recoy] without a marvelous, diſcreet, 
and orderly proceeding, 1s no more than laying the dil- 
heartned Troops to a preſent laughter ; the Experi- 
| ment whereof was here apparent. The Lords rife, but 
1], and in diſorder, more like a Flight than a diſcreet Re- 
tiring. Valence Farl of Pembrooke, that did command in 
chief under the King, ſees this Confuſion, and: ſtraight 
lays hold of ſuch a fair advantage. He chargeth hotly 
on the Reer, which ſtraight was routed; the Barons | 
make a head, but are forſaken ; which makes them flie to 
ſeek their proper ſafeguard : With much ado they get 
The Barone | ©O Fontefret, *whither the broken Troops at length re- 
beaten. fly | Pair for ſuccour. - ' Holſand intruſted, performs the work ' 
to Portfre, | he went for, and marcht with ſpeed, hoping to give a | 
; ten ;- but when he ſaw that their Aﬀairs were deſpe- 
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rate, he thinks jt his beſt play to change his Maſter, and | 
leads his Troops to ger the Kings ProteCtion. As it de- | 
lervd, It gains a gracious welcome. Thus all things | 
tend to their Contuſion ; one miſchief ſeldom comes; 
but many thunder. The. deſpairing Barons finding them- 
ſelves hotly purſu'd, repair to Council, where many 
ways are movd, and none embraced, fave that ſame f- 
tal one which wrought their Ruine. They leap, like | 
Fiſhes , from the Pan that ſcorcht them, into the raging 
Flames that ſoon conſum'd them. The Caſtle of Don- 
ſtanborough was believed a ſtrength tenable, until their 
Friends do raiſe a {econd Army, or they at worſt might 
treat ſome fair Conditions : they march to gain this 
hold, but are prevented. Sir Andrew Harcklaye meets; 
them at Borough-brig gs, and guards the Pailage ; Here- 
ford and Clifford ſeek to force it, and like inraged Lions 
here a&t Wonders : twice had their angry Swords made 
the way open, but freſh Supplies oppreſt them ſtil] with 
number, till wearied, not -o'crcome, they yield to For- 
tune, and by a glorious Death preſerve their Honour. 
: When theſe brave Arches fell, the Building totter'd ; 
| though Mowbray made a while a brave reſiſtance, till his 
Heroick Bloud, not Valour, faild him. The ſurprizal 
of Lancaſter, and many other noble Knights and Barons, 
perfects rhis Overthrow,and ends thele Civil Tumults. 
The Prey thus feiz'd, the Spencers long to taſte it; | 
and, like to furious Tygers, a their Paſſions : They give 
not their incenſed Maſter time to deliberate on . that 
Work which was ſo weighty, which had the Lives of 
| ſuch great Peers in balance. They whet on, and ex- 
aſperate the Kings Revenge , that needs no inſtigation. 
Soon is the Work refolv d, where deep Revenge hath 
maſter'd humane Judgment, and Reaſon doth ſubſcribe 
to private Malice. - [Sp 
Valence, a ſtout and noble Gentleman, hating ſuch a art $1 
barbarous Cruelty , ſeeks to divert it, and mildly thus Ea 
intreats the Royal favour. © | the Lords. 
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| © | To win d Battle (Sir) it 5s glory 3; to uſe it well, a far 
| wore glorious Bleſſmg. In beat of. Blood to kill, may taſte 

|of Valour, which yet on cooler terms may touch. of Marder. 

Laws were not made to catch offences, but to judge them : 


” [which are diſpens'd with where the cauſe 3s weighty, elje I 

none may live where many are delinquent. | 

Celeſtial Powers have bleſt you with a Conqueſt, and do 3 

expe to fee how you will uſe it. For your own Goodneſs E 

a7 | ſake, make known your Vertue ; be like to him that gawe you | - 


this ' great Bleſſing, and then your Mercy will exceed your 
Tuftice. The ſavage beaſts but kill, to kill their hunger ; | 
and will you a&} in blood to pleaſe your fancy? The Hea- 
vens forbid the Royal Heart ſhould harbour a thought that 
| juſtly may be deemed cruel. Tour Sword witlorious 1s ims 
brew'd with Honour,let it uot ravage where 3s no reſiſtance : 
to ſpill where you may. ſave, obſcures. your Glory; to ſave | $ 
where you may ſpill, proclaims your Goodneſs. Tl not D 
excuſe their faults, or plead their merits, which both are z 
leſſer far than is your Mercy ;-let not ſuch branches ſo un- 
timely wither, which may in time be your defence and ſhel- 
£27 ter. Kings are but men, that have their fates attend them, 
which meaſure out to thent, what they to others. Blood is 
a crying Sin that cries for vengeance, which follows ſwiftly 
thoſe that wainly ſhed it. Black Apparitions, fearful 
| Dreams, affright them whoſe guilty Souls are ſtain'd with 

| deeds of darkneſs. Oh let your purer thoughts 'be unpol- 
| buted, that they may live to ſhew your Grace and Vertue, 
and Afier-ages ſpeak your worth in Glory. 


—_— 


The King had ſcarge the patience to hear out the 
Concluſion, of a Theme ſo contrarious to his reſolution 
and humour ;: yet. weighing the Integrity, and. well-de- 
lerying of, the man that' ſpake it, to juſtihe himſelf, and 
| to give him ſatisfaGtion, with an angry brow he-makes 
| The Kings this ſudden Anſwer. Valence, but that I know you'truely | 
 {Reply. | owe me, your words do touch too near your Soveraigns 

Honour. Shall I, ſeduced by a female pity, compaſſion thoſe 
that 


— 


_—_— ——_— —_—_ 


£5 


EDWAR ÞD the Second. 73 


that do attempt my ruine © ſuch actions may be goodneſs, 
| zo diſcretion : how many times have I declin'd my Power, 
to win them home by mercy, not by juſtice £ what hath my 
mildneſs won but flat Rebellion, which had it took , where 
then had been their wirtue? Say ſhould ſpare their Lives 
and give them freedom, each ſlight occaſion colours new 
eruption, and I may then too late repent my kindneſs. 
When my poor Gaveſton was tane, where was their mercy © 
They made their Arms their Law, their. Swords their 
Juſtice. He had no guilt of Treaſon or Rebellion, his great- 
| eft fault was this, his Soweraign lod him ; and ſhall 1 
| ſpare thoſe that for my ſake wronght his ruine ® No, blood 
muſt have blood, their own Law be their Tryal; let juſtice 
take her conrſe, Ile not oppoſe it. The deeds of Charity nmft 
| ſo be ated, that he that gives be not abus'd by giving. 
' Who ſawes a Viper that attempts to fling þim, if after flung 
' de Fu 0r ih nor pity. : WW. 4 = - "i [as 
done than they have ated, unleſs to kill the King they ſo| 
| much hated ; and ſhall T pardon theſe fought my deſtruSii- 
on, and make them fit to a5 a new Rebellion © If it be wir- 
tue, 'tis a poor diſcretion. No, I will make them ſure, that | 
their example may others teach the juſt reward of Treaſon. 
| Dead men do neither bark nor bite the Living. 


| Inſtantly he flings away, and to the general griet of 
the whole Army ſigneth a diſpatch for prelent execution, | 
without ſo much as the exception of any one particular | 

fall «| hom this laſt conflict had tl | 
of all the great ones whom this laſt conflict had thrown ! 
at his mercy. Lancaſter is beheaded at Pontefret, and ; _— | 

dy | | . } DC:ICATE, 

two and twenty others, of noble blood and great emi- 7 5 


nency, in other places of the Kmgdom ; 1o that there was | moe. | 
! 

| 

[ 


ſcarce a City of any note, but was guilty of this bloody | 

Maſlacre. So many excellent lives, to inglorioully; | 

loſt, had been able ro haveccommanded a victorious Army | {| 

while it had triumphe in ſome forrain conqueſt. Thomas | 

of Lancaſter, a man good and virtuous, though untortu-; | 

nate, kept faithfully the death-bed promiſe he made! | 
V | ns | | 


TT” ee nn 44 —_— —_————” uw 
6 E—— 
6as 


— ” Or Eero -—”—— — 


1 0 4 i 1 m6 Raign and Death of 


"4 


Mis father Lincoln; but erring in the time and manner, 
he taſted his prediction. The King, chat was before fo 7 
apparently guilty of many puny vices, by chis a& loſerh | z 
all their memory, and dyes himfelf in gram with the true 2 
colour of a cruel Tyrant. The reaking blood of fo many | | 
7 brave fubjeQs fo untimely fpilt, had a quick and birter 3 
| |reckoning, to the final deſtruction of him and all the f 

* | Actors. In the operations of ſo great a weight, though z 

| «the colour of juſtice ſcem a Warranty, yet mercy ſhould 2 
| have preceded rigour , ſince they were not all alike | : 
| guiſty. In point of extremity, 1t 1s more ſafe and Ho- 6 
norable to do leſs than we may, rather than all we 2 
may ; the one makes known our goodneſs, the other 
the cruelty of our nature, which with a loathed fear 
thruſts a zealous and true love out of poſſeſſion in the | 
hearts of thoſe that behold and obſerve our afQions. | » |? 
Had theſe Lords been of a diſpofition equally cruel, | | 
Spencer had not livd to triumph in their miſery, nor 
they to taſte his malice ; for it1s clear, when they had F. 
him at their mercy, that they ſought not blood, but re- ; 
formation; and affuredly in this their laſt a&t, which was 
rather defenſive than otherwates, their intentions to- 
wards the Crown were innocent. In all rejpects (ſaving 
_ |the levy of their Arms, which was done onely to ſupport 
{it with more Honour) as things fel] out afterwards, it 
had been happy for the King it he had loſt this Battel, 

and they had prevailed; for winning it was the be- 
ginning. of all his enſuing miſery, of which the fun- 
damental caufe (as appeareth in the ſequel) original- 
ly ſprung ; that this bridle being taken away, he fel! 
to thoſe diſſolute aftions, and imyurious kind of. op- | : | 
preſſion, that his Government became hateful , and 
his Name odious ; which wrought in time the general 
revolt of the whole Kingdom. Fear, and the ſu- 
{pition of the following danger, kept both him and 
his familiars mm a better temper : for though they were 
tully as vicious, yet they were leſs confident, and more 
| | reſerved, 
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reſerved ; which, this barricado taken off, finds neither | 
bound nor limit.» - 
Certainly, in the Regiment of a Kingdom, it is a dif- Good Policy 

creet and wile conſideration in Court and Councel to ry poor ns . 
maintain a divided faction, yea, and interchangeably fo | Faction in 
to countenance them, that the one may be ſtill a fit Coun- po —_ 
terpoiſe to the other. The-King by this means ſhall be "= 
ſerved with more ſincerity and diligence, and inform- | 
ed with more truth and plainnels. Where one particu- | 
lar man or fadtion is alone exalted and onely truſted, 
his words, be they never fo erronious, finde ſeldom 
contradichon, and his unjuſt aGions pals unqueſtion'd ; 
all men under him ſeeking to riſe by him, ſing the fame 
tune; the Flock ever bleats after the voice of the Bell- 
weather ; which ſtands with a politick wiſdome, ſince 
in oppoſition they purchaſe but diſgrace and ruine. By 
theſe means the Royal car is abuſed, and the M;nions adts 
are more daring and infolent, who cares ever more how 
to conceal cleanly, than to be ſparing in doing the a&ti- 
ons of injuſtice; by this the judgment of the King is |} 
impaired, the Honour of the Crown abuſed, the Com- 
mon-wealth ſuffers daily more and more, which by de-| | | 
grees aliens and eſtrangeth the heart of the ſubject. The | 
| greater the hceighth 15,the ſtronger is the working to pre-| | 
ſerve ir, which for the moſt part is' attended with thofe 
ſame State-aCtions of impicty and injuſtice ; hence fpring 
murmur and hatred,exaſperated by a continuingOppreſlt- | 
on which ends for the moſt part mn a detperate conc]utzon. | 
Though the fury of this victorious Kirg had fo tully act- | 
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ed his Tragedy, yet the Mortimers were ſpared ; but it 
was rather out of forgetfulnels than pity, whole deaths 
had been more avatlable than all thoſe which in 1o great | 
haſte had taſted his fury.Some think that the Ozeers inter- 
ceſſion got the reſpite of their execution, mainly tollow- 
ed by Spencer, who in thata& irreconciliably loſt her fa- 
vour ; by the ſubſequent effeCt it ſeems probable enough 3 |. 


but howſoever it was wrought, it appears he was re- 
ſerved | 
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| dom. after: theſe bloody Hurly-burlies and ſtrong Con- 
{ vulſions,begins now to be a little ſerled,onely it was fill'd 


| dens 3 the great Ones ſuffer baſely, courting his vices, 


T be Raign and Death of 


CC ——_— 


erved to be one of the fatal executioners of the divine 
juſſice, which taught his perſecutor that ſame antient 
Roman Law of Talionis, and gave his unfortunate 


Maſter ſo ſad a cauſe of a juſt Repentance. The King- 


with grief and expeCation where thele a7ms would end 
that ran on. with ſuch violence. The principal Pillars 
of the common good being taken away, and thoſe that 
remain'd being frighted and diſheartned, gave ſuch a li- 
berry to the now great Officers, that the whole intereſt 
of the State was believed little better than the fruirs of 
an abſolute Conqueſt. All men ſuffer baſely, yer no 


| nian dares oppoſe or queſtion't. The King eent'd, ap- 


proves his Spencers aCtions, and makes the Regal Power 
the Servants warrant : Hence ſprings the inſolency of 
unjuſt oppreſſions, and thoſe unlawful ways to drain 
the ſubje&t, which leave no means might fill the Royal 
Cofters. The grieved Kingdom languithre with theſe bur- ' 


—_————— 


| 
| 
which like a' tree oregrown, of immenſe greatneſs, ſha- | 
dow'd their growth, and did ſuppreſs their merit. 
They fawn upon the time, and view each other as 
Ships ſalute at Sea, whole Voyage ditters; they were 
become ſtrangers to themſelves and to their fellows, which 
ſtop the paſſage to ſo juſt a quarrel. The private end } 
was now the thing 1n faſhion, the publique was forſa- | 
ken as a monſter. The Commons, whoſe home-bred 
looks are the true Index of all that dwells within, and 
honeſt plainneſs, do more than murmure out theſe OP- 
prefſions. They gape to catch the turning tide, and 
would have moved, but find no one would give them 
[heart or leading. Oft do they make attempts, but yet 
diſcreetly, to. try if they could finde a ſtaff toilean to; 
but 'twas in vain, the Law was ſuch a terrour, that he | 
that ſtirs and ſticks was ſure of drowning. Now do 


the Learned Sages {ee their errour, that hung themſelves 


Ny 


— 


EDWARD the Second. 


— 
——— 


— OO... 


in Chains fo great and many, making a Lime-rwig for 
each ſeveral feather; now do they blame thoſe Laws 
themſelves enacted, not like a Watch, but as a Paper- 
Army, to keep the good (till inthe worſt condition ; as 
if the multiplicity had: been the glory, where Laws 


are made to catch, not eaſe the ſubje&t. If that great | 


volume of the Law draw forth his engines, what ſubje& 
can untoucht eſcape his rigour ? 
Spencer, that knew himſelf thus hated, and that the 
general cry proclaim'd his baſcneſs, ſinks not his height, 
nor would go. leſs a farding; but makes his miſchief 
like himſelf, ſtill foul, but greater; with reaſon yer 
ſuſpects and fears the ſeque]. His Miſtris fate on thorns, 
which made her ſtartle ; he knows the Wheel would 
turn, almoſt with touching. This calls his Wits toge- 
ther, and puts them on the rack for a Confeſſion, what 
was the way might beſt affure this danger. The King's 
weak humour, naturally wanton, he makes more vi- 
cious, and apparent guilty, hoping to make him alike 


hateful, that in the Change they both might run one| 


fortune. A pretty Policy, that makes it lawful to 
wound his Maſter, that thereby he may ſcape the hand of 
juſtice, or at the leaſt may make the hazard equal ! 
The King he knew was too indulgent, but not tender, 
or of a heart enough to work the fafety of his Servants, 
as he obſerv'd in the Caſe of his Predeceſſor Gaweſton, 
and his own Jate experience. To give him a more re- 


al engagement, and pin himſelf faſt by neceſſity, he 


egges him on to all thoſe actions that were more than | 


moſt odious in praGtiſe, and hateful in the eye of the 
ſubje&; feeding him in the mean time with a vain be- 
lief that the Kingdom was generally ill-aftected, and 
ſought his depoſition 3 which there was no better way 
ro repreſs, than by holding them ſhort, and making ſeve- 
rity rather than paternal love the Hand-maid of his 
Scepter. In all the actiqns of State, whatſoever carried 
a fair gloſs, or prov'd well, he rakes it upon his proper 
X Care: 


| 


-—— 


Spencer's 


Policy. 
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care and diligence 3 if the ſucceſs were 11], or not proſ- 
perous, it muſt be cſteemed cither the will, weak ad- 
vice, or fortune of his Maſter ; in all complaints that 
ſpake unjuſt oppreſſion, he {cemed to ſhare the grief, 
but made the caule the K7gs, not his which muſt obey 
him ; he guilds his proper actions ore with ſhews of 
kindneſs, ſullying the Royal with his groſleſt errours, 
| who ſat and flept, or winkt at theſe diforders. This 
| was the ſubſtance of his firſt conceptions ; but yet 
this was too weak to make a ground-work on which he 
Exe . : a , 

' might rely his falſe proceedings. Time daily chang'd, 
and new occurrents happen might win another faction 
to purſue him ; for to prevent this fear, he fetcht a Com- 
pals, and leaves the beaten way of blood and malice ; 
[ſuch of the great ones as. were yet remaining, and out 


SD Ae an wo nm, 


| of reaſon might be moſt ſuſpected, or did but croſs his 


way, by private practice he ſends to feed the Worms 
and kiſs their Mother, who knew not her own Chil- 
dren.ſo transformed. When that the Bloflomes dropt 
away (the Gardens glory) the ſeaſon being ſweet, and 
mildly pleaſant, all men admir'd, but quickly knew the 
reaſon; ſome unkind hand had tainted that which fed 
them. This was too much, but yet he wades in deep- 
er. His Brain 1s ſubtle, cunning, wary ; an aGive ſtiwr- 


[ring Wit, a quick invention, an heart grown proud in 


miſchief, full of falſhood, that dwelt within a conſcience 
knew no bounder ; from theſe he hammers out another 
project that works upon the King as well as ſubje. 
This hath two forms, though of a difterent temper, yet 
| bozh reſembl'd nearly in dependance. The firſt muſt 
keep the Crown 1n fear, the Kingdom bufied with for- 
raign Canger or domeſtick trouble ; The ſecond holds it 


ſtill in want, the Coffers empty, to keep the ſubject poor 


From theſe, being marſhal'd with a found diſcretion, 


| his 


as they ſupply it; ſecurity in one might keep him care- ! 
leſs, and peace with plenty make the other wanton. 
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he thinks the way was eaſe to afſure his greatneſs; within | 
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ſteer'd the Compals, which fancies mn his thoughts a vain 
impuliton : ; he muſt be (ll employ d, or all would ruine : |; 
if 11 the agitations of the King or Kingdom puzzl'd 
with motions of the preſent danoer, he could aflure 
cach party from theſe Harpyes, it rivvas muſt adde much 


to his faith and wildome, and make his ſtation far more 
ſtrong and ſure; the reſty mindes that kick at preſent 
greatneſs, may then turn Crave», and approve his judg- 
ment: he that conceits he could command the Pla- 


I —_——— 


diſtance , 


| 


ſtrain courteſie who ſhould begin to ſet the line even. | 


- tented, he gives away his female Kindred” for new 


thing yet 1n Title ; : which: tura'd the world award; in 
appearance, whale 


| Ee eee Oy > ora <tr os — DS nes eons nt eter” 


nets, doubts not to make fuch trifles light and eaſe. 
His principles thus laid, he falls ro action 3 with a looſe 
ſcorn he continnes the Frexch correſpondence, flighting 
their Treaties and delire of Frienditip ; the Marriage 
of a Silter was not powerful to {ct things righe berwixe 
theſe Warlike Nations ; there was no open War, but 
private grudges, which made the State uncertain, robb'd 
the Merchant ; heart-burning on all {ides, wit both 


The Scots that were not ſure, but yet were quiet, he 
irritates afreſh for new combuſtions; but this was done 
with ſuch a neat conveyance, that all men ſee the Smoke, 
yet feel no Fire. And to the Lords at home that ſtood 
ſpectators, he pares off from. his greatneſs ſome few 
chippings, and gives them here and there to teed 
their longings ; that they might thus be ſtil], 1t not con- 


Friendſhip, and makes the Portion great, though no- 


anuary and June were dancing 
Thole fixed ſtars that movd not with 
bur kepr aloot, and did prelerve their 
theſs he contemns and ſcorns with ſuch! 
proud uſage, that they may feck his grace, Or {cem 


| Trenchmore. 
this Comet, 


his breſt alone was Kats the ſecrets of che prime Plots | 
| of State and waighty buſinels; the Councellors, that 
_ | were but mecrly Cyphers, knew but the Ring _ 
flight and vulgar motions ; he fat alone at Helm, and| 


cO | 
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| to threaten ſome jealous danger to his fearful Ma- 
er. 
Great Impoſitions daily are divulged, and ſome im- 
poſed are not fully levied, to make the Commons fear, 
'not feel their ruine. No circumſtance 1s left, that but 
| induced,to make the Soveraign fear, the {ubjec hate him. 
The King, whoſe Arms ne'er thriv'd bur in the conflict 
which winning loſt his Honour, caufed his downtfal, 
was in the memory of his former unfortunate proceedings 
| ſufficiently aw'd; and being now given over to the fen- 
ſuality of his delights, entertains quickly the leaft ap- 
prehenſion of fear, if his ſuperviſor did preſent it © 
' that this part of his work was no great dithculty ; and 
the ſecond was not more unealte. The Royal Treaſure 
1s. profulcly ſpent without Accompt or Honour, being 
bur the fountain tnat ſerved to water the drought of him- 
ſelf, his herd of hungry Kindred, and the {warm of 
Fleſh-flies that became his creatures. The antient Plate 
| þis without the art of Arithmetick multiplied into a world 
of little pieces; the Jewels of the Crown do leap beyond 
the Sca, and are ta'n Priſoners till they pay their ran- 
ſome; the Revenne Royal being now grown weary, b 
| Proclamation would exchange his Landlord ; the Pre- 
rogative, the type of Soveraignty, forgets his Patron, 
and cleaves to the fingers of ſome muſty Farmor. This 
| want was great in ſhew,but more 1n {ubſtance;which made 
the Surgeon leek to gain a plaiſter: the Poverty of theſe 
Inſtitutions anſwer not the Work-mans expeCtation, for 
the Remedy began to ſeem as fearful as the Diſeaſe; 
Theſe profuſe prodigalities, in ſtead of a counterfeit, 
brought in ſuch a real neceſlity of ſuch a height, that 
withour a ſpeedy ſupply it muſt beget a deſperate ha- 
zard. Many ſeveral projetions are made, but they fall 
| wholly ſhort, and like Piſtols charg'd with Powder, make 
|a Noiſe, but hit not that they aim at; the hope was 
dead, unleſs the old and right way Parliamental did give 
ie life and ſpirit. Spencer knew well enough that ſuch 


Atjem- 


_— 


| of Wincheſter, Briſtow, and Carlile; Baldock a mean man 


FEDw ar TÞ the Second. 


A NODS PONY 


81 


Atlemblies was like a Ringworm on the neck of greatneſs ; 


Palſie, or a Hectick, Feaver ;' the ſubje&t here he knew 
would fee his infide, which fingle durſt not quinch; 


ly be ſupply'd, unleſs he were expos'd totry their mer- 
cy; yet theres no other means, he muſt adventure. 
This thus reſolv'd, he leaves it not at random, or doth 
reſign: his ſtate alone to Fortune, but wiſely makes the 
way before he run it. With a reſerved ſecrecy he hides 
the Platform, til} that his practice might receive per- 
tection. He hurrtes forth ſtrange news of forraign dan- 
gers, to draw the peoples eyes from private workings; 
he makes a ſhew- as if all things went currant, and ſha- 
dows o'te the Royal wants with plenty, yet cloſely 
wills his friends and thoſe his creatures to get them 
place betimes in this great Meeting: All ſuch as were 


the Kings entirely, theſe he inſtruceth with the ſelf. 


erful to advance his ends, or elle procure him danger ; 
and to let all the world know he ſtood right in his 
Maſters affe&tions, he gets his Father, himſelf, and Sir 
Andrew Harclay, a Chip of the ſame Block, made Earls 


altogether unworthy, unleſs it were for being a diſciple 
of ſo virtuous a Patron, 1s made Lord Chancellour of 
England. The ſolemnity of this goodly Creation ended, 
and the Plot now ripe for execution. — 

The bruit of a Parliament flies through the Kingdom, 
and is follow'd at the heels with Writs for preſent Ele- 
Gion. The time limited - for appearance was ſhort, 
which fpeedily drew this great Body together , bleeding 
with the freſh memory of the loſs of ſo many of his 
brave and glorious Members. All Ceremonies are laid 
alide, or handled briefly, fo that the time now ſerves 
to fall upon the buſineſs. Their pulſes being telt aloof 


off, and their temper tryed, there was a full diſcovery 


a Conrt that in the bulk of high Corruption would breed a| 


much lets encounter. He doubts the King would hard- 


ſame Counſel, and courts all fuch as he believes are Pow- | 


, 


A Parlia- 
ment. called. 
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| They give 
the King 
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Prodigious & 
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| The Scotch 
invade the 

| Engli Bor- 
« | ders and 
| Ireland. 


| maintain'd the Scotiſh 


thar the 214jor part was ſure, the reſt were heartleſs. 
Then comes the King's Demand, with fair pretences, 
which pleads the greatneſs of his charge and preſent 
uſes ; and ſhews he had on the ſtrength of his Revenue 
Wars without aſfliſtance, which 
had exhauſted ſo the Royal Treaſure, that now He is 
enforc'd to try his Subjects. This motion is ſoon fe- 
conded by ſuch apt Scholars as learnt to get the King's 
of Spencer's favour ; others that had a hope to ſhare 
the booty, fpeak it great reaſon to aflift their Sovereign. 


| The Commons juſtly grieved with their Oppreſlions, 


would fain have made a head to ſtop this current; but 


|*twas in vain, here was too weak a Party, and wants a 
| heart to put it to a tryal ; this ſwayed the King the 


ſixth peny of the Temporalty , and ends this Meeting. 
Conntry, it bred a general Murmur, and quite eſtrang'd 


that cauſed ſo fad a burden. Upon the neck of this 
(if we may give credit to thoſe Hiſtorians, that all agree 
and publiſh this relation) were many fearful and pro- 
digious Sights, which maz'd the people; amongſt which 
this ohne was . moſt remiarkable ; the Sxn for fix hours 
ſpace ſhew'd - himſelf in perte& Blood, and ſanguin'd 
over. The enſuing times that retain'd it in their Me- 
mory, and applied it as a Prediction of the ſequel, be- 
liev'd it did forcſhew the King's deſtruion, which 


| followed ſwiftly; others conceit it as a Wonder ſhew'd 


from Heaven, as a ſure Token of the juſt Diſpleaſare 
for the loſs of the Noble Earl of Lancaſter and his Ad- 


| herents, whoſe Blood implored Juſtice: and ſharp 


| Vengeance. - Thus in amazement Man becomes a Pro- 


phet. 

© The Scots, that Jove not reſt, delight in prigging ; and 
conſidering the Diſtraftions of the Ergliſb, thought it a 
fit time. ro fall to ation, and with a double blow to 
vent their malice ; one ſtrikes upon'the Borders, which 


A —— 


they 


| 


, 


When the knowledge of this Grant came into the | 


their loves from their ſubzeion, curſing thoſe times | 
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they boldly enter, but are repuls'd with little loſs or 
damape ; the other doth invade their Neighbour-Iriſh, 
where they receive , with grief a worſer 'welcome. 
Bruce, the Kings Brother, General of this Army, and all 
his Troops, are killed and broken ; ſcarce one was left 
to carry back the News of this Diſaſter. The King, 


relenting this new provocation, and all the former 


| miſchicts they had wrought ' him, refolves once more 


to tempt his froward Fortune ; but 'rwas not his own 
Valour, Spencer mov'd it, that had his aim beyond his 
Maſter's meaning ; he knew this was the way to waſte 
that Treaſure, which elfe might breed a fearle(s fulneſs : 
if it ſucceeded well, the gain and honour would be his 
ſhare, as well as his that won it, ſince his advice had 
father'd firſt the ation : admit it ſhould prove ill, he 
then was guiltleſs, it muft be deemd alone his Sove- 
raigns Fortune, whoſe Deſtiny was ſuch to be ſtill 
luckleſs ; however yet, 't would keep him ſo in aCtion, 
he might at all times yield the groaning Subjeds a ſhort 
account how he had ſpent their Money. Upon this, a 
Summons 1s ſent out to call together all the Captains 
and Men of war ; Proviſions are dayly made to wait 
upon ſo conſtantly a reſolved Jonrney : The former 


Misfortune had taught him to undertake this action | 


ſtrong and ſoundly'; the black Ox had trod upon 
his foot, that well he knew the danger. The Kings 
intentions known, brings him together all the remaining 
bravery of the Kingdom ; they knew that there was 
Money ſtore to pay the Souldier, which gives him lite 
to fight, and ſeek occaſion, The cream of all this 


| ſtrength muſt guard his Perſon, the other fill the Rere, 


and make the Vantguard ; with thele he marcheth for- 
ward and invadeth Scotland, making that Nation juſtly 
fear the ſequel. But whether it were the Infidelity of 


_—_—_— —  — 


thoſe about him, the Will of him that is the Guide of 


| this great Preparation produced no effe&t an{werable to 


the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
0 
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| neral ſlain. 


Battles, or the proper deſtiny of this unfortunate Kzng, | 
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Earl of Car- | 
lile Exccu- | 


EN 


| 


JE ES 


vantage, ſeeing the Storm almoſt paſt, follow aloof off, 


ſends him home to entertain a defenſzve War, which 


ful execution. The grounds againſ! him were probable, 


| him both of Lite and Honour in a ceremonious way, 


| to be free of his Ambition, which he fear'd might rather 
' ſupplant than ſupport it. A common courſe'of ſuch as 
| riſe by their own or other mens corruption: they love a 


[Jick, for to. ſend them packing. If you ſurvey it well, 


. | would act in baſeneſs, in the leaſt change may do ſo 


the general expectation ; he 1s enforc'd to retire with- 
out doing. any one att worthy his Memory, or the 
oreatneſs of ſuch an Expedition. The wary Scots, that 
had kept themſelves in their Strengths and places of Ad- 


and in a watch'd opportunity ſet upon the. tail of his 
Army, ſurprizing all his Stuff and Treaſure. This loſs 


came from the Coaſt he leaſt expeted ; whether juſt- 
ly, or to. transfer the guilt of hisown unhappineſs upon 
the treachery or falſhood of another. The new-made 
Earl of Carlile is accuſed, condemned, and put to a ſhame- 


not certain ; howſoever, he was. beheved to have at- 
tempted, like Fxdas, the fale of his Maſter, which muſt 
be taken a ſole motive of the inglorious retreat of this 
ſo brave an Army. The principal reaſon that may lead 
us to the opinion that he was guilty, may be taken from 
the ſolenmity of his Tryal, and the ſeverity of the Sen- 
tence, which upon ſo grave and full a hearing depriv'd 


whereqf till this there appears no former preſident. 
His old friend Spencer, whoſe ends he had faithfully 
ſerved, left him at plunge, being as it ſeems well content 
now he had (as he thought) rooted his own greatneſs, 


while their props, but after fear them; when with ſome 
Dog-trick they pick ſome fain'd occaſion, private or pub- 


it ſtands with reaſon : for ſuch .as to ferve their ends 
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| for another that in appearance muſt ſucceed his fortune : 


| rit, fills one with grict, the other with ſuſpition ; which 
two can never Jong hold correſpondence; and Kings 


them- 
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) 


belides, where the reward ſeems ſhorter than the me- | 
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| fit time to break the League which had ſo weak atlu- 
rance. On this he makes an attempt upon the Frontiers | 


not to feel it. The French were of another minde ; 


EDwaR®D. the Second. 
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themſelves that do abct the Treaſon, do (eldome love, 
but always fear the Traytour. But now old quarrels 
ſleep, here comes a new one that uſher'd on the way 
to Edwards ruine. | | 

The French King Lewis being dead, Tobn next ſuc- 
ceeds him; a Prince youthtul and hor, full ripe for 
action. He privately informed of the ill uſage of his 
Sifter, and that the King was wholly led by his proud 
Minion, whole actions witne(sd he was ill-afteted to 
hold firm Peace but with his own conditions, thinks it 


of Gnien, and ſends a folemn Meſſage he would no 
more continue Peace with England. Edward, that had 
not yet digeſted his Scotiſh Pills, was much difpleaſed 
to hear ſo curſt a Declaration. from a Brother. Spencer, 
the ſpring that gave: this difference motion, did little 
dream it would be his deſtruction ; he wiſht theſe Prin- 
ces might fall out and quarrel, but yer not fo, that it 
ſhould come to action. He deem'd 1t not amils his So- 
veraign Maſter, ſhould hear of War from France, but 


they ſaw us beaten, and diſcontent within our ſelves, 
tull of confuſion; which gave them hope the time would 
fitly ſerve them to reunite this Pzece to her firſt Honour. 
Thus Kings play faſt and looſe with their advantage ; 
affinity ' and Oaths are weak reſtrictions; where Profit 
holds the Plough, Ambition drives it. 

Edward piercing. narrowly into the danger, taxcth 
bitterly the infidelity of his Brother, and begins to ex- | 
amine his own condition, whereby he might accordingly 
order his affairs,either to entertain the War, or embrace | 
Peace, the hopes whereof were not yet deſperate. He 
findes himſelf in the affections of his own tear'd and 
hated ; his Coffers emptied by the Scoriſh furprizal, 
and the ſinews of his Jate Parliamentary ſupplying ſhrunk 


in his Proviſion and prodigality ; a ſecond ſupply, unlefs 
CON | 
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gland. 
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conditional, was doubrful : ; the Kingdom was-grown too 
wiſe, ro be again anticipated in election : and /aftly, 
he calls to minde the ſeverity of that misfortune that 
waited ſo his Military ations, that the fubzefts were 
difident of ſucceſs where he was either General, or a 
party. In this diſtraction, while he remains ipelaluce, 

he fecks the advice of le Calincr Conncel, the Cloſet of 
his ſecrers; he thinks him alone worthy to communicate 
the depth of his miſery, and to give the reſoJution. 

Sender] that had his underhand as, our of a virtuous 
modeſty appears not till he 1s call'd; which ſucceeding 
as he knew out of courle and a ity it muſt, pleads 
his own diſability in an affair ſo great and weighty, detj- 
ring his Majeſty that his Father and the Chancellour might 
be admitted into this deliberation, whoſe maturity of 
years and ripeneſs in knowledg might be rely'd on with 
more aſſurance. The reaſon of this reply, in ſhew full 
of wiſdom and care, had a Plot with two "BW hke the 


| old deſcription of Janus; the one lookt upon his father 


and faithful Friend, whom by this means he thought to 


{ advance in credit ; th other was more to countenance 


his own particular, which had a part to play, that muſt 
be (as he thought) his Mafter-piece. No word of his 
ſounds harſhly, nor found contradiction 1n his Sove- 
raigns ear, who made his tongue a guide to lead his 
actions; they are freely admited.,and fall to conſultation, 
where the condition of the preſent affairs.1s tully open'd, 
and ſundry propoſitions made to reconcile them : but 
theſe all prove defective in ſome material point or other, 
that according to the pack, Spencer might hit the nail on 
the head, and by their applauſe make his projet more 
folid and authentical. 

Ever fince the breach that hapned between him and 


the Queen concerning Mortimer, there had been a ſtrong 


heart-burning, and many diſtaſttu] expreſſions of the ill 
inclination ſhe bare him. 
of a ſtrong Brain, and ſtout Stomack, apt on all occa- 

| ſions } 


He knew her to be a Woman | 
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ſions to trip up his heels, if once ſhe found him reeling ; 
and was not without ſome diſcreet ſuſpicion, that ſhe 
was as well contriving inward practice, as the had been 
clolely forward in the inſtigation of her Brother. To 


him, he thinks occaſion had preſented him with a fit 
opportunity, which he intended not to looſe without 
a tryal; from which ground he thus expreſleth his con- 
ceptions. i — | 


Things flanding as they do C Royal Sir ) there is but one 
way left to right them ; but how -that way may like you, 
that I know not. Tou are not fit for War, if you conſider 


nt ſue for Peace, is no diſhonour, but ſhews a pious Will 
to perfect Goodneſs. A Servants care, I not deny, may 
work it ; but this will ach, InflruStion, Time and Leaſure, 
which your condition cannot fitly limit. Such Treaties, for 
the moſt part, ſo are ſettled; but "tis with long diſpute, 
and many windings, by which we muſt grow worſe, and 
they ſtill ftronger. If they once finde that we purſue it 
hotly, they'll raiſe their height to win their own conditions, 
which may be far unfit your ſtate and greatneſs. I know 
you lowe the On, 

touch the ſtring ſhould cauſe it : But fince great Works are 
fitteſt for great Actors, T wiſh to her alone this brave 
employment : her Wiſdome and her Lowe fo well united, 
will work, (1 doubt not ) Peace as you deſire; ſo fair. a 
Pleader cannot be denied in that requeſt, which chiefly 
made her Wedlock. And fince I am all yours, wouchſafe 
your Pardon, if I in reaſon diſcourſe it farther : Admit 
that he deny, ber journey ſort not, you ſt 


| were, with ſome advantage : Tf he refuſe your Love, you 
' may bis Siſter, which is then with him, where he ſo may 


keep her till things are reconcil'd, and quarrels ended. 


| af will tell you, 'tis unfitting ſhe ſhould be here, that may 
| = inform 


make her ſure, and to pare her nails before ſhe ſcratche 


your proper weakneſs, bare of Strength or Money : to ſeek, | 


neen too much to ſpare ber, and'I am hath to 


ill are where ou | 


| He adviſeth 
the Queen 
be ſent to 
France, 


Reaſon of State nmft maſter your AfeStions, which in this 


| 


— 


— 
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| She offers 
| tO YO. 
| 
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| 


inform her Brother from time to time of all your ſecret 
Counſels. Say that your Love and her Obedience tye her, 
and. heep the Scale ftill even, 'tis a bazard which wiſe 


| men dare not truſt in female weakneſs : admitting that her 


Goodneſs do aſſure it, this cannot warrant yet her ſilent 
Servants, who may be ſent with her perhaps of purpoſe, 
or after brib'd to ſift and ſhew your workings. Councels 
are ſeldome fo reſery'd, but that they glimmer ſome little 
light that leads to their intentions ; which if" they fly to 
thoſe they touch unatted, finde ſwift prevention, ere their 
worth be valued. Theſe things confider'd, I do ſpeak it 
freely, "tis fit the Queen lone fhould undertake it ; which 
leſſens well the charge of your great Houſhold, and brings 
you Peace, or makes you elſe a Freeman from thoſe do- 


meſtich Cares that ſhake your quiet. 


This A& ended,Baldocke the Chorus,who equally ha- 
ted the Queen, ſeconds it with a learned approbation ; 
and the old Rooſt-cock in his Country-Janguage, which 


was the only tongue he was guilty of, tells the King 


briefly, he ſhould be ſure of Peace at home or abroad. 
The King with an attentive ear hears this relation, and 


could not but believe his Spencer ſpake it; nor did he 
dote {o much upon his Wedlock, but he could be con- 
tented well to {pare her, whoſe eyes did look too far 
into his Pleaſures. But yet his wandring Soul had 
ſtrange impreſſions, which ſtruck him deeply with a 


lay it. 
This Overture being come to the Queens ear , 


and withal the knowledge how this Gipfie had mar- 


| ſhalf'd his cunning practice, and had preſcrib'd the way 


for her eſcape, which ſhe herſelf intended, and in her 


! private thoughts had laboured with the beſt powers of 


| her underſtanding ; ſhe ſeem'd wondroufly well-pleas'd, 
|and offers to undertake, and to aſſure the buſineſs. 
| Their ſeveral ends, far wide of one another, do kind] y 


ſad prediction, and made him faintly yield, but yer de- 


meet 
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meet and knit in the firſt Prologue ; Where Cr alt; en- 
counters Cunning, 1t ſometimes happens one and the 
ſelf-ſame Hood doth fit the head- -piece of divers Adors, 


ſurely acted, og each fide doth believe his proper 
i{flue : There | 15 not fuch a Cut-throat for a Coz'ner, as 
that which in his own trade doth crols-bire him : The 
Bee pets Honey where the Spider Poylon ; and that 
may kill Phyſicians, cures their Patients. Such are the 

ualities of Gated actions, that labour to contrive 
anothers miſchiet, and in their own way finde their own 
deſtruction. Love and Jealoulie, that equally poſleſt the 
Queen, being intermixed with a ſtronger delire of Re- 
venge, ſpurs her on to haſten on this Journey. She 
ſaw the King a ſtranger to her bed, and revelling in 


the wanton embraces of his ſtoln pleaſures, without a 


glance on her delerving Beauty. This contempt had 
begot a like thange mn her, though in a more modeſt 
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rare her youthful Aﬀe&ibns wanting a fit ſubje& to 


| work on, and being debarr'd of that warmth that 


ſhould have ſtill preferv'd their temper, ſhe had caſt her 


maſculine Bravery without exception ; lad thoſe his 
inward Gifts been like his outſide, he had not been 
behinde-hand in reception, but with a Courtly, brave 
reſpe&t, full meets her Glances. A filent Rhetorick, 
{parkling Love, tindes quick admittance ; ſuch private 
trading needs foo words or brokage : but his laſt Act 
had mew'd him in the Tower, where he was from 
ſight of his great Miſtrils Flows: that makes ſome men 
fools, makes others wary : Had Mortimer's deſigne been 
known, his head had -paid' tor't; which Spencer's ma- 
lice long and {trongly aim'd at, but that the Queen had 


—_— —— 


diverſly affeted ; hence it proceeds the Plor's more 


; 4 Cera a ee EO non. 
Me o——_———_—d _ 


| 8 | 


ee A ee ere eas 


wandering eye upon the gallant Mortimer, a piece of! 


' Mortimer 10 


begg'd a ſolemn reſpite, hich Edward would not | 


break at his intreaty. The Cage of his reſtraint was 
ſtrong, and guarded; yet 'twas too weak to cloyiter 


his Ambition, which did ſuſpect, but never tcar'd his 


A a Free- 


z 


She calts a 
wandering, 
cyc on Mor- 
timer, 


the Tower. 
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{ The King 
will not 
conſent to 


her going, 


Freedome ; which he attempts, but yet was not fo ſure, 
that he durſt truſt it. In the mean time, with a {ſweet 
Correſpondencie, and the interchange of many amo- 


Journey 3 his, to purchafe his Freedome, and to wait 
upon. her, or elſe to looſe his Life if it miſcarry. It 


[was a ſtrange Adventure in the Queen, 1n this inqui- 


ſitive and dangerous time, to hazard her Honour under 
the fidelity of a Meſlenger but ſhe was well belov'd, 


| paid liberally, and was not more careful in her eleftion, 


than wary in the employment ; which makes things 
difficult in themſelves, prove facile and eafte. No ſoo- 


{ner had ſhe knowledg of the Plot for his eſcape, but by 


all her beſt means ſhe confirms and ſtrengthens it, and 
in the mean time advances her own affairs by all ways 
poſſible : She courts her Adverſary with all the ſhews 
of perfe& reconcilement. But new delays interpoſe ; 
the King had certainly ſome inward motive that pre- 
fag'd his ruine, and that this Wife of- his muſt be the 
Adctor ; which brought him ſlowly on to ſet her for- 
ward. Spencer, that by his own could judge her Cun- 
ning, ſuſpe&s her plea of haſte and ſudden kindneſs, 
and now begins to grow a little colder, till he had 
better ſounded her intentions ; which by his Spies he 
could not ſo diſcover, but that ſhe ſeem'd as pure and 
clear as Cryſtal. | oo 

Yet Edward would not give conſent ſhe ſhould be a 
gadding; time paſt away ; ſhe labours hard, but fruit- 
lefs, till at length ſhe found ſhe was abuſed. Guier 
muſt be rather loſt, than ſhe ſhould wander. Her 


came her Sexes weakneſs, and bids her rather cure, 
than vent her Paſſion. The opportunity thus ſnatch'd 
from her hopes, ſhe ſeems well pleaſed, and glad to ſtay 


at home ; no inward motion ſeem'd to appear, that 


rous Letters, their hearts are brought together,and their 
ſeveral intents perfetly known ; hers, to proſecute her | 


| might 


heart fo ſtrongly fix'd upon this Journey, was torn as | 
{ much with anger as with ſorrow: Reaſon at length o're- 
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EDWARD the Second. 


might beget ſuſpicion. ' Spencer, that was as cunning 
as a Serpent, findes here a female Wit that went be- 
yond him, one that with his own Weapons wounds 
his Wiſdome, and taught him not to truſt a Womans 
L ip-ſalve, when that he knew her breaſt was fil'd with 
rancour. When the nap of this Proje& was fallen off, 
and Spencer with the King were ſeeking for ſome other 
buſh to ſtop this gap, her judgment was fo fortunate 
as to pretend a Journey of Devotion to St Thomas of 
Canterbury; which by her jealous Overleers (being A 
Work of Piety) is wholly unſuſpe&ted. All things 
prepared, by a faithful Meſſenger ſhe gives her beloved 
Servant Mortimer knowledge of the time, and her in- 
tention. Then, with the Prince her Son and Comfort, 
that muſt be made the Stale of this great ation, ſhe 


il 


was well content that ſhe ſhould be abſent, and pray 
to whom ſhe would within the Kingdom ; Her jealous 
eyes ſo watchful, had enforc'd him to take by ſtealth, 
what now he pets in freedom. Spencer is not diſplea- 
ſed, but well contented, that wiſht ſhe would remain 
an abſent Pilgrim. A ſhort time bringing her to the 
Shrine of her pretenſions, ſhe makes as ſhort a ſtay, 
but hafteth forward. Mortimer inform'd the Plot was 
now in action, puts on his practice for a preſent tryal. 
Some ſay that with a Sleeping-drink he charm'd his 
Keepers ; I rather think it Drink that made them ſleepy: 
Whatever 'twas, by this he ſtole his Freedom , and 
flylie capes away unſeen, untaken. At the Sea-{ide he 
findes his Royal Miſtriſs and the young Prince prepar'd 
to go a Ship-board ; the Farl of Cane and Biſhop of 
Hereford ready to attend them; and he now comes, to 
| make the Conſort perfet. All things ſucceeding thus 
fortunately, they looſe no time, but embarque, and 
| weigh their Anchor. J/inchelſey had the honour of 
their laſt farewel, that -did provide them ſhipping. 


fearleſs ventures on this holy Journey. * The King | 


EY 


Pretending 
a Journey 


ot Devo- 
tion, 


She em- 
barques for 
France with 


Mortimer, 


Their Sails hoiſt up, the Heavens they finde propitious, 


the | 
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one weak Woman. 


red 5 


laid , 


| the bluſtering winds were quiet, and Neptune bears chem 
without a rugged brow of angry billows ;.a pleaſing fore- 
right Gale (as kept of purpoſe) fills up their Sails, and 
br ings them ſafe to Bullorgne. 
| ſcape the pride and malice of him which little dream'd 
of this Adventure : his Craft and Care, that taught him 
all thoſe leſſons of Cunning Cacathed | 

rent ſhort of all Diſcretion , to be this over-reach'd by 
For her Eſcape, it skill d not, nor 
could hnrt him : it was the riſing Son with cauſe ho fea- 
which who would have truſted with a Mother, 
juſtly mov'd by their diſorder ? 
his Spies, his fawning Agents that fed his car with every 
little motion that did but crack within the Kingdom ? 
Now it Thunder d, they were aſleep, as was their Minz- 
on-Maſter , elſe Lol fare have ſeen, and ſoon pre- 
vented ſo lame a Project , 


walk, ſo ſoitly. 


Thus did our Pilgrims 


here fel] appa- 


Where now were all 


that pac'd alc ſo long a 

But when the glorious power of Hea- 
ven 1s pleaſed to puniſh Man for his tranſgreſſion , he 
takes away the ſenſe and proper power by which he 
ſhould foreſee and ſtop his danger. 


This news flies {wittly to the King, who entertains 


it with a fad heart, as juſtly it deſerved. The Spencers, 
with the Crue of the dependants,are nettl'd with a tale 
that ſtarts their greatneſs ; they think the Plot was ſurely 
that took ſo rightly; and in the makers. Wir, 
condemn their Judgment, that led them by the hand to 
| what they atted. Mortimer, whom Spencer deadly hated, 
was well ally'd, and firong | in Friends and Kindred ; 

he had a Cauſe in hand would win aſſiſtance, when that 
a Queen and an heir apparent back d it. 


paſt prevention ; 'tis a vertue to make the beſt of that 
we cannot fly from. 


But now twas 


Edward , whoſe yielding heart at firſt miſpave him, 


grows fadly dull, and ſeems to read his Fortune ; his 
melancholy thoughts have no impreſſions but ſuch as | 
were engrav'd within his conſcience. 


To take him off, 


— 


Spen- | 
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EDWARD the Second. 
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Spencer contemns the danger, extenuating their beli 
hopes, which were but fixed upon the French, a nation 


Force ſhould fail him : he tells him he had cauſe to 
{mile, not mourn, that was fo freed of ſuch a Chamber- 
miſchief, that was more to be fear'd at home, than with 
her Brother. Laſtly, he prays him to be like himſelf, 
a Monarch, that well might bend, and yet not yield to 
Fortune ; twas now high time to order ſo his buſineſs, 
that there might be no farther fear of danger. Baldock 
the Chancellour ſets to a helping hand to revive his Spi- 
rits, which ſeemed ſo much dejected ; and briefly thus 
diſcours'd his better judgment. 


Sir, If you now ſhould droop, or ſhew a faintneſs, when 
your occa ſions do expect your Valour, your ſubjects will be- 
lieve you know more danger than they or ſee or fear ; which 
muſt be followed with a dull coldneſs over the whole K ing- 
dom; which what it may enforce, you may conſider. Tis 
eaſie to orecome a weak reſiſtance, which yielding, fears 
the ſtroke before 'tis coming , but nobler hearts are ever 
moſt triumphant, when they are round beſet with greateſt 

erils. Alas, what can the Queen a wandring Woman 
compaſs, that hath nor Arms, nor Means, nor Men, nor 
Money © Think, you her Brother will ſo back ber paſſzon, | 
as to expoſe himſelf” to ſuch a hazard? France knows out 
Arms too well, too much , to tempt them, or come with- 
in our diſtance in our dwellings : admit be ſhould , what 
can he do to Fngland, which hath a wooden wall 
wall wet his courage © Lewis, that had made him a ſure 
Party within the Kingdom long before he landed, when 
civil tumults had embroil'd our Forces, found here fo ſharp 
and hotly curſt a welcome, as left your Predeceſſor ſoon his 
firſt poſſeſſion: he came in his own right, aud yet forſook 
it; can you then fear they lk venture for another, or ha- 
zard War that look for no advantage ® Put caſe they do, 


\9 


light and inconſtant, whom Money would take off, if 


Spencer en- } 


hawe you your Forces ready, you need not fear the French 
; \& * or 
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The Queen 
is tainted. 
The Ports 
are liopt, 


% 


the Navie | 
{cnt out,and 
Watch and 


wherc. 


| Or an other : but you 1114 t then b 'y your nu ſprightful Car- 
| riage give life and courage t0 the Valiant S ouldier , that 
| fghts your Quarrel, and his proper Honour ; like to a careful 
Steward, flill provided to give the new-come GueSt a hand- 
ſome Welcome. And, if I erre not , tis not much impro- 


be far off, may be prevented , with time, adwice, and with 
a better leaſure ; yet "tis diſcretion to catch the foretop of a 
growing evil : look to your Ports : your Nawie well provi- 


| ded, no forraign Force can wrong your Peace or Quiet. For 


eaſre to ſecure their moving. Tet all this 1s too little, if you 


ftagger , or with a drowzie coldneſs ſeem diſheartned : 'tis 


life and ation gives your People metal. For Gods ſake 
then (great Sir ) leave off this Paſſion, which wrongs your 
Greatneſs, and doth maze your ſervants , that ſee no cauſe 
but meerly your Opinion. 


'This Speech thus ended, the King forceth himſelf a- | 
gainſt his diſpoſition, and cloaths his cheeks with {miles, 


his brow with gladneſs : with a more freedom he dil- 
courleth oy the preſent ſtate of his entangled buli- 


nels : a Declaration is {ent out to all the Kingdom, that 


taints the Honour of the Queen , but more his Judge- 
ment. The Ports are all ſtopt up, that none ſhould tol- 


low : a Medicine much too late ; a help improper, to 
{hut the Stable-door, the Steed being ſioln : but 'tis the 
nature of a bought Experience, to come a day too late, 
the Market ended. The Navie is ſent out to guard the 
Frontier, and Watch and Ward 1is kept throughout the 
Kingdom. Theſe and many other grave Inſtructions 
are recommended to the Sperncers wiſdom, whom it 
concernd as deeply as their weltare : they think not fit to 
truſt the Care to others, but do become themſfelves the 
Superviſors 3 which for a time of force enforc'd their 
ablence 3 1n which ſhort intermifs, the King relapſeth to 
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| per you let the Kingdom know the Queens departure ,; how 
| far it ſwerwes from duty, love, or reaſon. Dangers that 


thoſe within-door that may breed ſuſpition , the ways are 
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rable attendance, befitting more her Eſtate, Birth and 


EDWARD the Second. 
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his former errour , which gave him many ſad and dee 


impreſſions : he thinks the breach of Wedlock a foul 
treſpaſs ; but to contemn her he ſo much had wronged, | 
delervd as much as they could lay upon him :. Bur he 
was guilty in a higher nature ; he had upheld his Para- 
{ites to brave her with too too fond a bale preſumptu- 
ous daring : he .tear'd his cruel actions, ſtain'd with 
bloud , would chalenge a quick and FR , equal 
vengeance : he ſaw the Subjects tull of grief and palli- 
on, apt and dclirous to embrace Rebellion ; and few or 
none declar'd themſelves to aid him, unle(s 'twere ſuch 
as ſtirr'd by meer compullion,or private intereſt of their | 
own ſafety. Such dull conceits did ſo ingroſs his fan- 
cie, that he almoſt deſ{pair'd of his own fortune. His 
Minions, now return'd from their employment , had 
much ado to level theſe deep reckonings, which lay fo 
heavie on his guilty Conſcience : yet at the length he 
gain'd his wonted temper, and acteth o'er afreſh his for- 
mer Errours. 

The cuſtomary habit of' tranſgreſſion is like a Corn 
that doth infteſt his owner ; though it be par'd and cur, 
yet it reneweth , unleſs the Core be rooted out that 
feeds his tumour. The guilty Conſcience feels tome 
inward motions , which flalhing lightly , ſhave the hair 


maining, they ſoon grow up again, and hide their bald- 
neſs : the operations of the ſoul of true Repentance, 
grubs up the very depth -of ſuch vile Monſters, and 
leaves alone the ſcars of their abules. | 

The French King having notice of his Siſter's arrival, 
entertains it with a wondrous plauſible and ſeeming 
ſhew of gladneſs. After ſhe had well refreſh'd her felt 
and her little Son, (as yet a ſtranger to the riding of lo 


long a journey upon a wooden horſe) with an Hono- 


Dignity, than the preſent: miſerable condition ſhe was 
in, ſhe is waited on to Paris : all the great ones and 


of Miſchiet ; the ſcalp being naked ; yet the roots re- | 


bravery 


| 
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The Queen 
entertain'd 
in France 
with {ceme 
ing glad- 
nes. 
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The Queens 


Addreis. 
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| falls npon hef knee , and with a ſweetly-becoming mo- 
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| Bravery of that Kingdom are {ent to give her welcome, 


| Father, Brother, Husband, ſo pon and plorious , takes 


| 
| 


| 


q 


| 


thoſe of a diftreſſed Kingdom , which, long time glorious, 


| 


| a way is glorious , to let the world behold and know your 


Ouarrels have ta'en away their lives that flrove to help tt - 


and to bring her to the King's pretence. When ſhe be- 
held the Sanftnary of her hopes, her deareſt Refuge, ſhe 


deſtie, ſhe thus begins her Story. Her Royal Brother 
unwilling to ſuffer ſuch an Idolatry from her, that had a 


her up in his arms, when thus ſhe ſpeaks her ſorrow. 


Behold in me (dear Sir ) your imo$t unhappie Sifter, the 
true picture 5f a dejecied Greatneſs, that bears the grief of 
4 deſpifed Wedlock, which makes me flie to you for help 
and. ſuccour. 1 have, with a ſufferance beyond the belief 
of my Sex, outrun a world of tryals : time leſſens not, but 
addes to my afflictions ; my burthen 1s grown greater than my 


patience : yet tis not I aloxe unjubily ſuffer ; my tears ſpeak 


now 1s almo$t ruind. My bluſhing check may give a filent 
knowledge , T too much love and honour the cauſe of my af- 
flictions, to expreſs it. Tet this in modeſtie I may diſco- 
wer; my Royal Husband is too much abuſed ; his will, his 


rours their advantage : the hope of his return is loft ; he 
ftill mu$i wander , while ſuch bewitching Syrens are his 
leaders. But why do 1 include them as a number © 'tis | 
onely one ; the re$i are but his creatures. How many of 
his brave and nobler Subjets have ſold their lives to pur-' 
chaſe him his Freedom © All expeSiation fails ; domeſtich, 


unleſs you pleaſe your Arms ſhall difinchant him , he ſtill 
wut be abuſed, his Kingdom grieved. I had not elſe thus 


ftoln to crave your favour. Made to your hand, you have 


| vertne ; Fortune preſents you with a juft occaſion to crown 
your Glory with an equal Goodneſs : would you diſpute it, 


can there be a motive more weighty , than to ſuccour theſe 


ear, his heart is too too open to thoſe which make his er- | 


poor Rumes which elſe mus loſe their portions, being Birth- 
| right ? | 
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: EDWARD the Second. | 97 4 : 
6 right *£ See here, and view but with a ju? compaſſion, ; 
E two Royal Plants depreſs d, and like to wither , both Bran- bj 
7 ches of the Flower-de-luce , the Root you ſprang from ; 3 
# which, but in you, have neither hope nor comfort. Would | . 
F your impartial wiſdom but conſider how good a work it is > 
; to help diftreſſes, a wronged Sifter cannot be forſaken, and " 
: an Heir of ſuch a Crown be left unpitied. In ſuch an aCt ''Þ 
7 of Goodneſs and of Fubtice , both heaven and earth will F 
: witneſs your true Valour , and your poor Handmaid Joy in 8 
F ſuch a Brother. Let it not breed ſuſpicion , that I ſeek you i 
; with ſuch a weak, forſaken., poor attendance : I was en-| l 
forc'd to fleal away at randome, and dur$t not by my num- | oF 
ber be diſtrufted, by thoſe with Argus eyes obſery'd my | b: 
: afions. Though I am here, and thoſe behinde that lowe | : 
: me , befides the TuStice of my Cauſe, the ſtronge$t motive, =_ 
| I bring the hearts of a diſtreſſed Kingdom, that, if you ſet I: 
þ me right, will fight my Quarrel : their Truth needs no ſuſ-| it 
| pet ; you have for Warrant their Queen and MiStris, with | ” ft 
; their K ing that mnt be. Then, gracious Sir, extend your | I 
| Royal wertue. I challenge by that purer Bloud, aſſiſtance, . .—- 
whereof ' my Birth-right gives me equal portion : let not ſuc- 2 ; ; 
ceeding Ages in your Story read ſuch a taint , that you for- FF 
ſook a Sifter, a Siſter juſily gries/d , that ſought your Suc- 
: COUr. | EE 
(\ 
Her willing tongue would fain have moved farther ; % | 
| but here the fountain of her eyes poured forth their 
| treaſure; a ſhowre of Chryſtal tears enforc'd her ſilence ; 
which kinde of Rhetorick won a Noble pitic : the Pat- 

ſions of the minde being ſweetly mov'd , the heart 

grows great, and ſeems to ſympathize their agitations 3 

which produceth a' ready willingneſs , that calls to acti- 

on the foot, the hand, the eye, the tongue, the body, till | 

that the Engines ſlack that cauſe this vigour ; and then 

they all revert to their firſt temper. The Queens diſ- | The King | 

courſe and tears fo far prevail'd , the King and all his _— | 

Peers are deeply moved ; their longing hearts beat | ved at her | 

Co ſtrong- | diſcoutle. | 
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HY 1 ſirohely for expreſlton, which might aflure her, they 


them not. 


embrac'd her quarrel, aad with their Lives would ven- 
ture ſoon a tryal : Her Brother bids her caſt her cares 
to his Protection, which would make Edward know 
and feel his errours ; his greater Subjects ofter her their 
Service, and vow to be Companions of her fortune. 


'Fhe general voice of France proclaim'd a fury ſtrain'd 


to the height, to puniſh her Oppreſſors. Thus overture 
for a while is ſo hotly purſued, that ſhe {poor Queen) 


| with an abuſed confidence believd things as they ſee- 


med in ſhew, true, perfect, real. "Tis not alone her 
errour, but a diſeaſe all fleſh and blood embraceth ; 
with caſe we credit what we with and hope for : yet 
where ſo great a Conſequence waits on the action, there 
1s juſt cauſe to fear and doubt the ſequel. Though 
that our aims be juſt, diſcreet, and hopeful , yet if they 
be confined to certain hazard , or do reflec upon the 


private danger ; of that ſame f{econd hand that is enga- | 


ged, reaſon in juſtice ſtrengthens the ſuſpicion. To 
right the Queen, and to reſtore her Heir ; to eaſe the 
Subject, pumſh the Oppreſlor ; all theſe are works thus 
tar ſeem good and eafie : but theſe, not Will, but Pow- 
er and Strength muſt compals, againſt a potent King in 
his own Kingdom ; which it 1t fell out well , return'd 


with honour 3 it ill; endanger'd France with an Invaſi- 


on, | which might perhaps prove fatal and unhappie. 
Wiſe men are movd in Paſlion, not in Judgment,which 


ſifts the depth and core of ſuch great ations, weighing 


the danger and advantage, with the hazard and depen- 


dance 3 which if they turn the Scale, or make them e- 
ven, takes off the edge of their propenſe affeQions, 


| which Cauſe afſwag'd the heat of this employment. 


Spencer, whoſe watchful eye was fixt on Paris, by his 
Perſpectives ſees the glorious welcome that waits upon 
the Queen and her attendants ; he hears no other News, 


_ | but what proviſions were made in France to ſerve for 


War in Exgland : he is not frighted, or a whit diſtem- 
pered 


| 
| 
| 
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pered ; he knew the French were giddy, light, incon- 
ſtant , apter for Civil Broyls than Forraign Triumphs : 
beginning more than Men, but in concluſion weaker 
and more uncertain far than Women : he taxeth yet his 
own improvidence , that gave the angry Queen fo fair 
advantage; twas not the Power of France he feared. 
nor all their threatnings, but the inteſtine danger, 
which ſeemed fearful : He knew the Subje&ts hearts 
were quite eſtranged, which did expedting long for 
ſome Combuſtion : ſeverity of Laws had kept them un- 
der ; twas not in duty, but by meer compultion, which 
backt by Forraign aid , and ſuch brave Leaders, would 
break their Chains upon the leaſt Alarum. 


© —— 


ſuch as well knew the ways of theſe employments, and 
lades them o'er with Gold, and. found Inſtructions; bid- 
ding them freely bribe, and promiſe mountains, till they 
had undermin'd and croſs'd the Queens proceedings : he 
bids them charily obſerve the quality of time, and place, 
and perſon, proportioning their Rates with 'fuch dilcre- 
tion, that thoſe which moſt could hurt were: deepeſt la- 
den. Theſe Pinaces of State thus traighted , arrive at 
| Paris, where the heat was almoſt cool'd betore their 
| coming ; yet they go on to make the bulinels ſurer : 
they ſet upon the Pillars of the State, and teel their Pul- 
ſes 3 who wrought like Wax againſt the glorious Sun- 
ſhine of brighter Angels , which came ſhowring down- 
wards, and ſtruck them dumb and deaf tor oppoſition : 
Gold in an inſtant chang'd rhe Councils temper, and 
conquer d without blowes their valiant anger. The 
Queens diſtreſſed tears are now forgotten ; they gave 
 impreſſions,thele a.real feeling : words are but wind,but 
| here's a ſolid ſubſtance , that pierc'd not the ear , but 


| | 


hearts of her aſſiſtants. — 
The Plot full-ripe, to make it yet more pertect, they 


Sea a pallage into England, was a deligne as truely weak 
| AS 


To take off France, he ſtraight felef&ts his Agents, | 


ſet upon the King, and ſhew the danger. To torce by | 


He bribes 


them, 


pn momma 


100 
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as hopelcls , where wants a Navie, and the tull proviſi- 
on might give a ſure Retreat, or certain Landing. To 
cope at home with. ſuch a potent Kingdom, requir'd an 
| Army full of ſtrength, and mighty, which muſt be ſtill 
ſupply'd with Men and Money ; which not ready here 
in ſuch abundance , a Womans paſſion was too weak a 
motive to levie Arms alone on that occaſion , which 


brings no other gains but meerly Hononr. The Engliſh 
Nation were not ſo aftected unto their Miſtris Quarrel, 
as to venture legal revenge, or elfe inteſtine rapine ; 
which they muſt hazard , if they looſe, or vanquiſh. 
Laſtly, a bare relation of a female paſlion enforc'd the 
Cauſe; which whether true or falſe, was yet in queſtion ; 
the Plaintiff had been heard, but no Defendant. Theſe 
| were the Reaſons which are daily tender'd to take the 
French King off from his intentions ; which Iov'd to 
talk of War , but not to at it. A ſmall perſwafion 
quickly fills his ſtomack , that could not well digeſt a 
War with England. Young Kings that want Expe- 
rience, have not 
their proper buſineſs, and found the depths of Coun- 
cels: For Adviſers may be abuſed, and bought and 
ſold to miſchief, while Servants raife their gain from 
their diſhonour. This being ſo frequent, 'tis a Royal 
Virtue, that hears, and ſees, but gives no reſolution in 
| things of weight, till he have reconciled his own with 


tg, 


III" 


( judgment to the Councils reaſons : if that it be above 
- | his reach that. is in queſtion, let him not fo rely up- 
on the great ones, that their words prove a Law, which | 
have their workings, that aim more at their ends, than 


his advancement. As Kings have Councellors of State 
to guard their Honour; a leſſer body of ſelefted good 
ones, whole wiſdomes privately inform him rightly of 
what in goodneſs is moſt fit his judgment. State- 
aQtions fill the Purſe, but foul the Conſcience ; and 
4006 2nd bloom the Profit , blights the Honour , 


which 


Judgment to touch the marrow of 


to cale their Burden, ſo ſhould they havea ſecond help 
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which Kings ſhould keep as render as heir Eyelight. 


Though thus the i{quares that fed her hopes were al-| 


tered , the Queen 1s {till led on with promis'd Succours, 
which at the upſhot meet with new excuſes. She ſee- 
ing theſe delays, and vain protrations, begins to doubt 
and tear there was ſome juggling 3 yet bears it ſtrongly 
with, a noble Patience, ſhewing no Diſcontent or leatt 
Suſpicion; hoping at worſt that here in fafety ſhe and 
her 'Son might anchor out their troubles. The Poſts 
that daily fly 'twixt Frazce and: England, had liberally 
inform'd the ſtate of French Occurrents. Spencer in- 
torm'd the gap was ſtopt on that ſide, provides to quiet 
all at home 1t he could work it : he ſets upon the dil- 


contented Barons, that hated him, and envied more his | 


Fortunes : he courts their favour, and unparts Promoti- 
ons that might betray them, more with ſhew than profit : 


SE oe WP 


he makes the Gentry proud, by giving Titles that feed 


' ambitious mindes, but' not content them ; and takes off 


from the People light Oppreſſions , but keeps afoot the 
greateſt Grievance, that kept them down from hope to 
ſhake his Greatneſs. All fides do entertain it with a 
ſeeming gladnels , though well they knew it was enfor- 
ced kindnels. | £ 

While each part thus diſſembles their intentions, the 
Navie was call'd home; a Charge was uſelels, where was 
no fear might cauſe/a forraign danger : the Ports were 
open'd, and the Watch ſurceaſed that day and night at- 
tended on the Frontier. This haſte, as 'twas too fud- 
den, wants aſſurance :. the riſing Son, was abſent, and 
ſtill lookt for , while the- declining dipt his cheeks in 
darkneſs. © To eale this care, the Queen 1s ſtrongly tem- 
pted by ſuch as ſeem'd her triends, but were his Agents, 


to reconcile her {elf unto her Husband , whom hence- | 


forth ſhe might rule as ſhe thought fiering. When this 
fcll ſhort,ſhe is at leaſt intreated to ſend back her young 
Son, the Kingdoms comfort ; which took it il] he ſhould 
be made a Stranger, or in*the power of a forraign Na- 
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ton. Theſe ſweet enchantments move no whit her 
yielding, that too well knew the Serpent that begat 
them ; her Son ſent back, they had the prey they lookt 
for, and ſhe muſt lack the prop muſt keep her up- 
right. | 
| "This Proje& failing, they fall upon a new one. 
King E-.| The King frames a Letter to his Holinefs, tull of humi- 
cfg lity and fair obedience, yet craving help, and bitterly 
| Pope. complaining that Ifabel his Wife had fled his Kingdom, 
| pretending a meer Voyage of Devotion, and had ſtoln 
away his Son, his only comfort, attended by a Crue 
of trayterous Rebels, that ſtrove to break the Peace 
of Chriſtian Princes ; amongſt which one being tane 
in actual Treaſon, had eſcapd his Priſon by a lewd In- 
chantment, whom he had caufeto fear abus'd his Wed- 
lock. Laſtly, the French King, his Alley and Brother, 
received and kept them, being often ſummon'd to deſiſt 
and leave them. The Pack of this complaint fo well 
contrived, was not oppoſed by the French King's 
Council, who could be well content, that by com- 
mandment, their mnportuning Gueſts were fairly quit- 
ted ; Neceſlity would colour actions of unkindneſs, if | 
Houſhold-Laws were broke, . or thoſe of Nature. This 
Letter runs from hence to Paris, from thence to Rome, 
by that ſame practick Agent , that in this Interlude had 
won the Garland ; he bears a Picklock with him, that 
muſt. open the gates that were faſt ſhut to guard the 
Conclave : his firft Arrival finds a fair reception : | 
Where Money makes the Mart , the Market's eaſe. 
Theſe goodly gloſes guilded o're with ſhadows, muſt 
win belief where there was none to anſwer : Had 
they been juſt and true, the fact was odious, and might 
in Juſtice challenge reformation ; it was enough that 
here it is believed fo, the Fat was fully proved, the 
Reaſon {mother'd. | The Cardinals, that freely felt the | 
Enghſh Bounty , 'perſwade the Pope it was both juſt 
and pions, ſo great a Miſdemeanour ſhould be que- 

| ſ{tiond, 
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| ſtiond, that gave the Chriſtian word 
On this flies out a 
King, that ſtraight he free his Kingdorhe of this his 
Siſter-Queen and her Adherents, on pain of difobe- 


the King the tenour of this tender. 


dience, Interdiction. 

While this Device was moulding, out of England the 
Queen receives a Jarge, but ſecret Summons, that all her 
iriends were ready to attend her with all things fitting 
on her firſt arrival : more than the plagues of Egypt did 
opprels them , which they nor could nor would endure 
longer: they bid her haſten her return ; though her 
proviſion were not enough , their Swords ſhould fight 
her Quarrel. She with a joytul heart receives this of- 
fer, which like a precious Balm, clos'd up the wounds 
of her ſad thoughts, made dull with her ſuſpicion. 
More to advance this weighty work declining , ſhe tells 
His clouded brow, 
the charaGer of Paſlion, diſcover'd ſoon the ſignes of al- 
teration, which yet ſecm'd more of Pitie than of Anger : 
he had but then read his Italian Summons , which he 
plucks forth, and caſts his drooping Siſter , bidding her 
view, and wiſely there con{1der, what danger he was in 
by her proteCftion. The amazed Queen, when ſhe be- 
held the Sentence , in ſtead of help, would rob her of 
her refuge , ſhe falls upon her knee imploring pitie , it 
not to give her Aid, to right her Honour, which was e- 
clipſed with ſo foul a Slander. A ſhowre of mellow 
tears, as milde as April's, thrill down her lovely cheeks, 


much reſpite until his Holineſs might be informed, her 
innocence was ſuch ſought no favour , but that the Law 
ſhould give upon full hearing: She doth implore him 


that he would compare her adverſaries malice with his 


| 


| wrought with ſuch art, and ſuch a cloſe conveyance , | 


cunning , who not contented with her deep oppreſſion, 
ſought to betray at once her Hope and Honour , 


that here her Judgement had outrun her Tryal. 


_— 


lo lewd Example. | 
preſent Admonition to the French 


turn into 


England. 


She tells the 
FrenchKing. 


He ſhews 
her the 


Popes Sen- 


He 


The Pope 
admonithes 
the French | 
Kiny to quit | 


the Queen. 
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Pcrſwades 
her to 
Peacc. 


She relates 


' it to the Bi- 


(hop, Care, 
and Morti- 


| Mere 


Who adviſe 
her not to 
returns 


: 


Mortimer *': 


{tOrIms. 


The Queen 


mcedcrates. 


$ CITE 


| would cover ſuch Unkindneſs,ſeems to lament the cauſe, 


ſtris ſorrows, and tell her they would ſet her right with- 
out the French-men ; bidding her not conſent to her re- 


ſmall time 3s left you to conſider or diſpute it ; adwiſe with 
ſpeed, and let me know your anſwer. | 


He nothing ſorry for ſo fair a warrant that took him 
off from. charge and future hazard , and yet withal 


and his condition , that of neceſlity muſt yeeld obedi- 
ence : he could not for her ſake at one blow hazard the 
danger of himſelf and his whole Kingdom. Not to 
forſake her wholly, he per{wades her to entertain a 
Peace ; the King her Husband ſhould yeeld to her Con- 
ditions : he'll effect it, that had a power to force it in 
his denyal ; which he would venture, it the World 
gainſaid it. Let him ( quoth he ) ther uſe you ill, or not 


receive you, I'll make him know I can and will revenge it - 


- The amazed Queen abandoned and forſaken, relates 
at full this far unlookt-tor paſſage unto the Biſhop, Cane, 
and Mortimer : their valiant hearts make good their Mi- 


; 2 | 
turning , though it were, foder'd up with ſhowers of 


kindnels : ſhe well enough did know her Husbands hu- | 
mour, which would obſerve no Vow, no Oath, no Pro- 
mile : 1t Spencer once more ſerz'd her in his clutches,ſhe 
ſhould be ſurely mew'd, and kept from Gadding. ' Mor- 
tzmer contains not 1n this ſtram his Paſſion , but breaks 
into the bitterneſs of Anger , taxing the French as baſe, 


unkinde, perfidious, that knew not what belong'd to | 


love, or valour. The Queen, that knew the danger, 
mildly calms him, letting him truely underſtand his 
weakneſs, that in ſuch provocation might beget ſurpri- 
la], when they muſt be ſent back without prevention. 
Though that her heart were fir'd, and ſwoln with anger, 
the temporizeth ſo., twas undiſcovered : a whiſpering 
murmur , mutterd from the Courtiers, ſays, that ſhe 
ſhould be ſent with ſpeed for England : ſhe feigns to | 


make proviſion for her Journey,” yet unreſolved which 


way to ſcape, or whither 3 yet with this preparation ſhe | 


be- 


EE 


ol 
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beguil'd the French that had cozcn'd her ; for they had 
bargain'd to ſee her ſafe at home, and re-deliver'd. Be- 
ing thus irreſolute, of means, of friends, of ſuccour 
unprovided ; the Maſter failing , ſhe attempts the Ser- 
vants , who ſing their Maſters tune by rote werbatin ; 
they cannot give her ſingle help or comfort. Declining 
miſery that once 1s ſinking , findes it ſelf ſhunn'd like 
ſome infectious Fever , and gocs alone in ſhades and 1i- 
lent darkneſs. Fortune's bright Sun-ſhine walks with 
more profeſſors, than her reſplendence hath'or beams or 
ſtreamers ; but it her glory ſink, or be eclipſed, they ſhun 
her fall, as children do a Serpent : and yet ſuch tryals | 
guide not wretched Man's ele&tion. AﬀeCtion, (that 
forſakes in choice the Judgement) is led alone by form, 
and not by ſubſtance ; which doth betray with caſe where 
It 15 truſted : if Vertue guide the chooſer, the begin- 
ning 18 mutual goodneſs, which ſtill ends in glory. The 
very height and depth of all Aﬀi&tion cannot corrupt 
the worth of ſuch a Friend(hip, that loves the Man more 
than it loves his Fortunes. The raging Storms and Winds 
may blow and batter , yet ſtill this goodly Rock makes 
good his Station. The correſpondencie of firm Aﬀecti- 
ons is purely innocent, ſincerely grounded : it Private 
ends or Worldly aims o'er-weigh them , they then are 
but a meer Commerce and Traftick, which hold no lon- 
ger than the Bargain 4s driving. Where Truth appa- 
rently doth warrant Love and Friendihip, 1t lives and 
dies, but never changeth Colour. But to proceed : the 
Queen in this Diſtra&ion findes, paſt her hope, an unex- 
eted Comfort ; this Heaven can do, when fleſh and 


Robery of 


bloud's at weakeſt. Robert of Arthois, a man both wile |" 


and valiant, that loved Goodneſs for her own fake, not 
for faſhion, at her firſt coming tender'd her his Service : 
he was. a well-reſolved ſteady States-man , not led by 
Complement, or feign'd profeſlions : he had been ab- 
ſent during all this paſſage ; returning, hears and parties | 
her Condition , blaming her Nations talſhood , and her 
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| misfortune , which he relolves to help out with his beſt EE: 
Counſel : he ſecks and findes the Queen, whom, fadly | 
| muling, he interrupts, and thus revives her ſpirits. 


Great Queen, t is the” more excellent part of  Wiſdome, 
with an equal Vertue to entertam the different kindes of 
Fortune ; this Peregrination of ours 1s a meer compoſition 
of Troubles, which ſeem greater or leſs, as is the quality 
of that heart that bears them : I muſt confeſs, you have 
too great a portion, the Taſtice of your Grief doth trnely 
| ſpeak it ; but Tears and Sorrow are not means to right 
them. Juſt Heaven doth gracion fly behold and pity thoſe 
that do with an aStive Hope implore it, and work as well 
as pray, the deeds of Goodneſs : your tender Sex, and 
former great Condition, have been a ftranger to theſe bitter 
tryals; a little time will make then: more familiar, and 
then you will confeſs your Paſſions errour. They ſooneſt 
periſh yield to their Aﬀiictions, and ſee no journeys end 
that tire with burden. For your own Vertnes fake, reſume 
your ſpirits 3 your Sorrows are not ſuch as you believe them. 
Behold in me, your true and faithful Servant, a reſolution 
frxt to run your fortune ; you may no longer hazard your 
abode or being in thjs unworthy and unmhank-ful Climate, 
paved ore and cloſely made to your deſtruction. Wherefore 
if” my advice may ſway your judgment, let ſpeed and care 
prevent ſo ſure-and great a danger.” Near to this place the 
| Empire hath his Confines, where many Princes are may 
yeeld you Succonr; at worſt, you there may finde a ſure Pro- 
| tection, which in your Native Soil 3s more than doubtful. 
I will zot yet preſume to teach your judgment, that can 
much better ſway your own Condition: Only I lay before you 
truly my Conceptions, which hawe no other aim than for your 
' (Safety. Tour Wiſdome may dived} your beft advantage, 

which I will ſecond with my Life and Fortunes. 


' His Specch. 


| 
[Which in- | Infinitely was the Queen joy'd with his Relation , 
twircly j0y5 | which weighing the quality of the man that ſpake it, | 
the Queen. | O "ODEs 
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| ſeem d juſtly worth embracing : She findes it was (in- 
cere, not light or verbal, which makes it ſelf a partner 
ot her Sorrows ; ſhe doubles many Thanks, and gentle 
Protiers of true requital , which her Son performed 
when he himſelf was forced to leave his Country. 
Straight ſhe provides to follow his directions, and with | 
a wary and fecret carriage, ſettles herſelf tor her in- | 
tended Journey ; yet ſtill gives out ſhe meant to go for 
England, whither. the ſends a Poſt to treat Conditions, 
with Letters {moothly writ in all ſubmiſſion ; and court- 
ing Spencer with a world of kindneſs, ſhe lets him know | 
that ſhe relyed ſolely upon his Love to be the Mediator. [ 
Unto her Royal Brother ſhe diſcourſeth , that now ſhe | 
underſtood the Peace was finiſhe , which made her firſt 
a ſtranger to her Husband, who now would haſten home 
: to make it pertect. And to the Council, which well ſhe }. 
: knew were bribed to ſend her back perforce, if ſhe de- 
ny'd it, ſhe more and more extols and praiſeth Spencer, 
as if 'twere he alone had wrought her Welfare. The 
Ergliſh thus abus'd, the French deluded, both are ſecure ; 
ſhe was providing homewards , which made the one re- 
mils, the other carcleſs ; ele ſhe, foreſtall'd, had found 
her Proje& harder. In this her courſe ſhe fees but finall 
| appearance, and few ſuch Hopes as might induce Atju- 
rance 3 yet ſhe reſolves to hazard all, and wander , ra- 
ther than to return thus unprovided. Could ſhe in rea-' 
ſon look for any Aſſiſtance from Strangers, when her 
| Brother had denycd it ? or could the think the Germans 
would be faithful, when her own Birthright had for gain 
| betray'd her ? Alas, ſhe could not ; yet entorc'd, muſt | 
venture that in her Hopes, could finde no other Retuge. 
Neceſlity, the Law of laws, makes Cowards valiant, and 
him content that hath no Choice to guide him ; which 
from the Barren'ſt ground-expedts ſome Harveſt , that | 
elſe in danger would deſpair and periſh. All things 
prepar'd, and her Attendants ready , the takes a ſolemn | 


Leave,and thanks her Brother , affuring him ſhe nothing 
more | 
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| Her Farewel 
| to France. 


108 
"1. more deſired, than that ſhe might but live to quite his 


The Biſhop 


of Exeter 


forſakes the 


Queen. 


T he Raign and Death of | 


Kindneſs. His Anſwer, like his Gifts, was ſhort and lit- 
tle. And thus ſhe leaves the Court, in ſhew contented : 
with a fad heart, a watry eye, a paſlion highly inflam'd, 
ſhe journeys forward til] ſhe came nearer where the 
Bounders parted. The limits of ingrateful France ſhe 
then forſaking, gives them this parting Blow, to eaſe her 
Sorrow. | 


Farewel (quoth ſhe ) farewel, thou glorious Climate, 
where I firit ſaw the World , and ferb did hate it ; thou 
gawvesi we Birth, and yet denye$t me Being ; and Royal 
Kinred , but no Friends were real. Would IT had never 
ſought thy Help or Succonr, T might have ſtill beliex'd thee 
kinde, not cruel : but thou to me art like a graceleſs mother, 
that ſuckles not, but baſely ſells her children. Alas ! what 
have I done, or how offended, thou ſhould$t deny my life her 
native Harbour ® Was't nt enough for thee in my Difſtreſ- 
ſes to yeeld no Comfort, but thou mu$St Expel me, and, which 
was worſe, Betray me to my Ruine ® The poore$ ſoul that 
claims in thee a dwelling, us far more happie than thy Royal 
Iſſue : but time will come thou wilt repent this Errour , if 


revenge a Mothers Ouarrel, a Mothers Quarrel ju$t and fit 
for Vengeance. Then ſhalt thou ſeek and ſue, = anph more 


favour from him thy Foe , than I could win, a Siſter. 


With this ſhe weeping ends, and paceth forward, 
the Wheel of Fortune turning : Grief grown greater, 
| few real Friends attend it, falſe forſake it: Infidelity, 
the Plague of Greatneſs , is commonly at full, when 
Hope doth leflen ; and ſtrives to make the Tide of 
Sorrow greater. Stapleton, Bilhop of Exeter, who till 
now had faithfully follow'd the Queens party, and 


thou remember this my ju$St Prediction ; my Off-ſpring will | 


j 


made himſelf a ſharer of her ation, with an unnoble 


RR —_—— 


preſident doth now forſake her, ſeeing the French 
hopes vaniſhd, and thoſe remaining hopeleſs ; exami- | 
\OIRe | ning | 
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hope as in aſlurance, he flily ſteals away to his old 
Maſter , which wins him Grace , but loſt his Life and 
Honour. Some think him from the firlſt not ſound or 
real, but a meer ſtalking-horle tor Spencer's Cunning : 
but this hath no congruity with Reaſon. The Queens 
departure unknown and unſuſpeted, in which he was 


la prime and private Actor, had he at firſt been falſe, 


had been prevented, at leaſt the Prince's ; which had 


baſely of that ſame Reverend Honour of his Calling, 
that it would be a Conduit-pipe to feed the ſtomack 
of {ſuch a tainted , foul, polluted Ciſtern. By this 
Treachery the reſoJutions of the Queen are fully dif- 
cover'd ; the Landskip of her Travels ſoon ſurvey'd, 
begets a more ontempt than fear of danger. The 
coldnels of the French King being underſtood , 
their flat denial yet contents not Spencer , who did 
expect his bargain for his Money : Had he had bur 
the Prince, they had dealt fauly, while he was be- 
ing in their proper power. But they , to juſtifie 
themſelves, profeſs it treely the Queen had gone be- 
yond them with their Cunning ; They thought ſhe had 
been homeward bound , as the divulged. Thus Wo- 
mens Wit ſometimes can cozen Statelmen. Now are 
the German Natures lifted, and their Motions, who 
fight bur ill for words, and worle-for nothing. Their 
Conſtitutions dull and flow, were fitter to guard a 
Fort, than to invade a Kingdom. The Queen was 
bare of Money, void of Credit; which might beget 
them Valour, her aſliſtance. Thefe were conceptions 
pleas'd our Minions fancy. 

Tune, that at length outſtrips the longeſt journey 


Farl , a man was truely good and noble , relolvd 
ſo:Royal Gueſts deſerv'd as brave a Welcome , eſtce- 
ming it a Vertue fit his greatnels , to be the Patron 
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ning the grounds of her adventure, almoſt as ſhort in | 


marr d the project. Neither can I believe ſo mean or | 


hath brought our Engliſh Pygrims into Henault. The | 
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Is bravely 
welcomed 
by the Earl. | 
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| vice. 


| pitics the 


| ſes his Scr- 


The Raign and Death of 


His Brother 
Queen, 


and promi- 


He makcs 
preparation. 


of Majeſtick Ruines : He had 2 Brother yourhful, 


them his profeſſion ; this man obſerv'd the Queen, and 
ſees her ſorrow, which deeply funk, and mov'd a {witt 
Compaſſion : when he beheld a Milery ſo great and 

forious , a ſiruQure of ſuch worth, ſo fair and love- 
ly, forſaken , unfrequented , and unfurniſht , by the 
curſt hand of an unworthy Landlord , he vows with- 
in himſelf to help repair it : He tells her , he pitied 


witneſs : He promis'd her his Service and Aſliſtance, 
which he would both engage in this her quarrel ; and 
ſeems right glad of ſuch a fair occaſion to ſhew his 
Valour in fo brave a Quarrel. 

So fair a Morning made the Evening hopeful : By 
thoſe fweet looks of her diſtreſſed Beauty , and the 
beft language of ſo rich a Pleader, ſhe doth confirm 
his well-diſpoſed Afﬀection , whoſe willing offer ſeem'd 
more than Courtſhip. The gallant Henanlder engag'd, 
makes preparation to ſet upon this glorious Work, this 
great Employment. Pity, that ſtrains the Nerves of 
vertuous Paſſions , inoves faſter far, when that which 
gives it motion doth reliſh Beauty, Juſtice, Goodneſs. 
The Tongue that harſhly pleads his own compaſſion, 1s 
for the moſt part entertain'd with Iike reſpondence ; 
when humble Sweetnels, cloath'd in truth and plainneſs, 
mvites the ear to hear, the heart to pity. Who by a 
crooked fortune is forced to try and to implore the 
help of Strangers, muſt file his words to ſuch a win- 
ning Smoothneſs, that they betray not him that hears 
or ſpeaks them ; yet muſt they not be varniſht o're 


with Falſhood, or painted with the terms of Art or 


Rhetorick ; this bait may catch ſome Gudgeons, but 
hardly hm that hath a folid Judgment. *Tis more im- 
proper where we ſue for favour, to ruſsle boyſterouſly, 
or grumbling murmur ſome unſavoury Prayers; which 
ſeems to threaten rather a kinde of force, than hope 


| 
| 


of 


ſtrong , and valiant, one that lovd Arms, and made 


her Misfortune ; his heart as well as eye did bear him 
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EDWARD the Second. | ITI 


of pity : So begging Souldiers fright a Country-Far- 
mer. 
The Earl being a man well broken in the affairs of 
State, having a knowledge of this his Brothers reſo- 
lution, thinks it taſted more of Heat than ſound Diſcre- 
tion 3 he condemns his haſte, and blames his promiſe; 
and ſending for him, with a grave, yet mild diſcourſe, 
doth thus preſent the danger : | 


To undertake a War , 3s far more weighty, than hand to 
hand to fight a ſingle Combat ; the one needs many 
ftrengths, the other skill and walour. Who thinks with 
his own arm to gain a Conqueſt, may ſell his Life, and 
yet not purchaſe Honour. I pity , as you do , this Royal 
Lady, and would aſſiſt ber too, if I were able ; but to 
| attempt where is no hope to vanquiſh 5 makes Foes of 
Friends, and Friends far more unhappy. France has 
refus'd, a ſtrong and warlike Nation; that King, a Bro- 
ther , wiſely waves the quarrel ; be knows the Engliſh 
Strength, and ſo digeſts it , that hell not undertake a 
War ſo hopeleſs. Think you your ſelf more prudent, ſtrong, 
or able, than is the Power and Strength of France wnited * 
Or can you dream the Engliſh may be conquered by a few 
forward Youths that long for ation *® Do not miſtake 
the work of your Adventure, which is too ſad and great 
for greater Princes. I do commend your forward Valour , 
noble Pity; it ſhewes a wvertuous Leal :and W. ill to Good- 
neſs : but meaſure well the a4 ere you begin it ; your 
Valour elſe muſt have a lame Repentance. Where is the 
Sinew f the War that muſt maintain it ® Nor ſhe nor 
you have Arms , or Means, or Money ; and ſure Words 
will not conquer ſuch a Kingdom. Tet if you will be fixt, 
on God's Name wenture, I'll help you what I can: Ill 
| be no Party. True Valour dwells not with an overdaring, 
but lives with thoſe that fight by juſt diſcretion , where 
| there is Hope at leaſt , if not Advantage. Could you but 


credit the beginning , that in reaſon the world might think 
| | zt | 


——_ 
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His Anſwer. 
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it had a touch of Tudgment, I muſt confeſs I ſhould ap- 
prove your alour ; but you can only countenance your firſt 
motion with confidence be yonud the Moon or Planets : Then 
leave betimes , before you be engaged , which after mu 
much more impair your Honour. We'll beth aſſiſt her with 
our Purſe and Forces, yet do it ſo, the quarrel ſeem not 


an YS. 


Sir John with a quiet and attentive patience hears 
out his Brother , knowing his admonitions ſprung from 
an honeſt Heart and grave Experience, yet thinks 
rob'd by Age of youthful Vigour'; from which belief 
he draws this ſudden An{wer. 


Sir, If all the world forſake this Noble Lady, my ſingle 
arm alone ſhall fight ber quarrel ; Thave engag'd my Faith, 


and will preſerve it, or leave my Bones within the Bed of 


Honour : No After-age ſhall taint me with ſuch baſeneſs, 


| | Z 
11 gave a Queen my Vows, and afier broke them. Such 


preſidents as theſe we ſeldom meet with, nor ſhould they 
be ſo ſlenderly regarded. The Mother and her Son, the 
Heir apparent of ſuch a Kingdom , plead in Tuſtice Pity ; 
Nor fhall She baſely be by me forſaken. Reaſons of State 
I know, not your own Nature, do take you off from ſuch a 


glorious\AStion ,+ which your own Vertue tells you 3s full of 


Goodneſs. Then fit you ſtill, cry ayme : I'll do the bu- 


fineſs. Inglorious France may ſhame in his refuſal ; nor 


will 1 follow ſuch a ſtrain of baſeneſs. Although no 
Sifter, 'tis a Queen that ſeeks it ; a Oneen that juſtly me- 
rits Love and Pity. I have ſome Followers, Means, and 


fone Friends and State to flick, too; I'll pawn them all 


ere ſhe ſhall be forſaken. T know I can in ſafety bring her 
thither, and (he hath there her Friends will bid her wel- 
come: That King hath loft his $ ubjedts hearts , grown 
fore with grievance; his Minions hatred will be our 
advantage : Admit the worſt , her expeStations fail her, 
we then can make - retreat without diſhonour. But 


Edward 
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Edward then may chance revenge the quarrel; we hawe 
thoſe pawns ill make our own Conditions ; the King in | 
the remainder being ours , they'll buy our Peace, and not 
incenſe our Anger. I'll not deny , "tis good to weigh the 
hazard ; but he that fears each danger , ſhall do nothing, 
fence every humane Action hath Suſpicion. I am reſolud| 
your Lowe ſhall ftill command me . yet give me leave to be 
| mine on elector. I canot blaunch this a which I am 
| tyed to , without the taint of ſhame and foul diſhonour, 
which I will rather dye than once conſent to, although 


| your ſelf and all the world perſwade me. 


Theſe words ſpoken fo full home, with ſuch a brave 
| reſolution, ſtopt all reply , and farther contradiction. 
| The Queen , who had already a French and an Italian | The Queen 
rick, was jealous leſt ſhe here ſhould taſte a Flemiſh —_ 
one. The Earl's Speech had given her a doubtful be- — 
lief that he had been tamper'd withal , ſceing his firſt 
temper ſo much cooled: She knew- well enough , it 
Money could prevail , it would be tender d treely ; 
and ſhe muſt then be bought and fold to miſchiet. 
Many of her Domeſtick Spies were here attending, as| 
ſhe -well knew and ſaw , to work her rume. Spencer Specs 
'tis true had ſent his Agents hither with like Inſtructions, | genes tru- 
and their Bilts of lading ; but here they finde their pains mY 
and labour fruitle(ls. The Earl was him(elt, not led by 
Counſel; and had a heart of ſtce] againſt corruption , 
though he was loath to back alone this quarrel ; which 
did proceed from Want,not Will ro help hec: yet he ab- 
horr'd the very thought of {clling his Fame and Honour 
by ſo foul Injuſtice. Yet thoſe that had the charge were 
not ſo hopeleſs,but that a lictle time might hap to work it: 
As all Courts have, his had a kinde of people, and rheſe 
were great ones too, that boldly warrant and undertake 
to undermine their Maſter ; which dayly fed them more | 
and more with Money, while they give only words n- | 
ſtcad of payment. The Briber trades but on poor ad- | 
G og vantage, | 
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The Queens 
doubts 1n- 
creaſing, (he 
1mMportunes 
the haſining 
her jour- 
ney : 


But with- 
out need. 


 —_—_—— 


'yantage, that buys but Hope, and thar at beſt uncertain; 


| reaſon good , ſince this may be a Maxime ; Corrupted 


| ſecond milſchiet. 


| ment , had made him fo truely hers, and careful of this 


| greater than her forreign Levy: But more could not 


[their fortune, if not to maſter it. They ſtay not 


which often fails, although 't1s dearly purchas'd : And 


mindes, that to do the ations of Injuſtice will preju- 
dice the Soul and Conſcience, by the contraCting of a 
wicked enterpriſe for gain or Jucre, will never refuſe, 
in hope of a greater advantage, to {ell themſelves to a 


Bur.now the Queens doubts increaling, and her long- 
ing grown to the height of her expectation , ſhe is en- 


ment of her Journey : ſhe makes her winning looks 
(the handmaids of her Hopes) expreſs their beſt ability, 
operations of Pitie, and the honeſt care of his cngage- 


deſigne , that he leaves no means or opportunity unat- 


was the body of this preparation, the pillar that this 
Enterprize muſt ſtick to. Confidence 1s certainly , in 
the actions of this nature, a ſingular Vertue, and can 
work Wonders ; elſe we cannot but beheve this little 


The Queens hopes muft in reaſon have been very 


deſperate, if her Domeſtick expeQation had not been 


be had, without ſome doubr, more hazard, and a lon- 
ger protrachion ; and theſe are believed ſufficient to try 


therefore to attend the gaining of a multitude, which 


_ 


forced with more 1mportunity to haſten on the advance: | 


U 


tempted, that might ſet it forward. Alrcady had he} 
gotten together Three hundred well-refolved Gallants, | 
that vow to Jive and dye m this fair Quarrel. Here: 


Army {carce ſtrong enough ro conquer {uch a Kingdom. 


more to enflame the heart of her Prote&tor. But alas ! !- 
theſe motives need not ; ambition of Glory, the natural | 


might at their arrival rather beget ſuſpicion, than win 
alt:ftance. If che intelligence kept touch, they were 
ture of Men enough , and they had Leaders. 

Spencer's purloyning Brokers ſeeing the flood coming, 


which | 
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| | enough; yet to improve their own diligence , they 
| extenuate and leſſen it in their advertiſement ; they 


| ready , and attend the moving of theſe hopeful Ad:- 


| free the reckoning ; which aiter ſhe as truely pertor- 
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which yet would, as they choughe, at beſi prove but 6 
Neap-tide, ſince they tail'd in the deepeſt Myltery of 


their employment (for here was room tor no corrupti- 


on) reſolve yet not to make their Iabour altogether 
fruitleſs, but ro give their great Maſter a true touch of 
their willingneſs and ability : ; the remainder of that 
Money which fell ſhort in the Maſter-piece, they em- 
ploy to gain a true and full underſtanding of the 
height | and. quality of this Army, and principally to 
what part it was directed. Goid, that makes all things 
ealie, fails. not in this his forels Operation ; which 
brings unto them the informat] 1 of the Men, Arms, 
and number, with the qualiry © the Navy hat was to 
waft them, and the very Haven intended Ge their place 
of landing. Though, the Circumſtances duely conlider'd, 
the bulk of this Enterprize was 10 1t felt contemptible 


ſend away a forerunning Poſt , tb anticipate the doubr, 
and foreſtal the danger. But now all proviſions are 


venturers. The Queen with a lively hy , the Pre- 
ſager of her future fortune , takes a pr leave of 
her kinde Hoſt with many hearty thanks, which muſt 
ſtand for payment till ſhe had recover d the ability to 


med , by matching the King her Son to a Daughter of 
the Houle of Heinault. _ 

At Dordrecht the Prince and She with their Retinue 
are led a ſhipboard , whence they depart and ſteer 
their Courſe for Dongport-haven , which was the place 
reſolv'd on for their Landing; that part being held the 
fitteſt and the readieſt to give them ſuccour. The Hea- 
ven, that favour'd their deſigne , was more propitious, | 
and from their . preſent Fear procures their Safety. 
Spencer being largely inform'd of their intentions, had 
made a found proviſion, to give them a hotter welcome 


than 


— —_— 


The Queen 
cmbarques 
at Dort. 
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ted at Sca. 


{ She landsat 
{ Harwich, 


| She is trigh- |* 


| 


| appearing , ſmiling ſweetly , they finde themſelves in 


Re ee Go eapog cats 


{than they could -w ahliand: or look tor, had their dic 
re&ions held as they had meant them. Scarce had oy | 
run the Mornings-Watch , che Skies grew cloudy: 

fullen darknels ſpread all o're the Welkin ;' the Chao 


angry | Neptune makes his Level Mountains: The wati y 
Flement | had no Green-fickneſs , but curled banks of 
| fnow that ſparkle fury. Theſe Callenders'at once a 
fail -the Velicl, whoſe Lading was the Hope and Glory 


of a Kingdom 3 ; the wooden Houſe doth hke a Mew | 


rriumphing,' beſtride the angry Billow ; and as a Horſe | 
well-mannag d, doth eat his Corvet DV, with- 
out'the hazard - of his- careful Rider: 

The Queen , that/knew no Flouds, no Tempeſts, 
but thoſe - which ſprang from Sighs and Tears of Paſſi- 
on, grows deeply frighted. ) and' amaz'd with danger : 
The litcle Prince , that ne're had telt fach motions ' as 
made him deadly ſick” without diſorder , takes it un- 
kindly, and-with fick tears Jaments the hanſel of his 
firſt profeſſion to be 'a Souldier. All are conius'd ; the 
Mariners dejected , do ſpeak their tears in Janguage 
{cem'd to. conjure. Three days together toſt-and tum- 
bled, they float it out in - hope without aſſurance; in 
all which time the poor diſtreſſed : Veſſel durſt neither 
wear a Band, or bear a Bonnet. The violence at 


length being Ginewhar (waged, :and the bright Sun 


| view of Land , but where they knew not, nor thought 


they reſt debating , a ſecond doubr enforc'd their refo- 


it fit by landing ro:diſcover. While thus irreſolute 


lution ; their Victual was too ſhort to feed their: num- 
ber ill they could tack about tor ſome new Harbour ; 
a fault without excule in {uch employments ; this made 
them venture forth at” Harwich- to try their fortune : 

Unſhipping of their Men, their Arms, their Luggage, 
was Jong ut aCtion, and with much diſorder ; three 


| 


ſtering Winds break looſe with hollow roaring, and | 


| days are f{pent in this, while they are forced to make 


' the 


ES 
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the naked Sands their ſtrength and bulwark: This 
made great Spencer's errour moſt apparent ; the leaſt 
reſiſtance here, or ſhew, or larum, had ſent them back 
to Sea , or elle ſurpriz'd them ; a little ſtrength at Sea| 
had ſtopt their paſſage , or made them lawful prize by | 0 
ſuch a purchaſe : But After-wits can help precedent 
Errours, it they may be undone, and then new acted. 
Yet to excuſe this overſight , in ſhew fo wretchleſs, 
| 'twas his Intelligence, not Judgment fail'd him: know- 
| 1ng the weakneſs, he eſteem'd his vantage in ſuffering 
them to land ſecure and certain: He would not blaunch 0 
the Deer, the Toyl fo near , which he was confident | 
would give poſſeſſion of thoſe he had ſo long purſued 
and fought for. To raiſe a Guard to wait upon each 
quarter, if it were VWiſdome , might be no Diſcretion, | 
as his affairs then ſtood ; ſuch motions promis'd rather a 
Guard to bid them welcome , than reſiſt them : as it | 
would cauſe a tear, fo 'twas a Summons to ſuch as were 
relolv'd to back their Party : He made that place alone 
ſecure, where he expected, and they themſelves re- 
ſolv'd to make their landing ; the reſt he leaves at ran-/] 
dom, and to Fortune, rather than make things worſe 
by more Commotion. | | 
But now this weather-beaten Troop march'd boldly 
forward, finding as yet few friends, but no reſiſtance : 
Whoſo had ſeen their Body , might have deemed they | 
had been come to rob ſome Neighbour-Village , rather: q_—_ 
than bent to bid the King to ſuch a Breakfaſt. St. Ha- | is retre(b'd 
mondes, an Abbey of black Monks, had the honour to | ** *'- 5 
pive their long-loſt Miſtriſs the firſt-Welcome : Here |.,. 
She receives a fair and free refreſhing, and yet but a faint | 
hope of preſent ſuccour , without the which ſhe knew | 
her caſe was deſperate. The bruit of this ſtrange No-'| 
velty was here divulged ; which like a Thunder-thower, | 
or ſome Land-water that had drown'd the Marſhes, and 
o reflown the Level, doth make the Cattle run to ſeek | 


for -ſuccour : But when they knew. the bent of her 1n- 
Hh rentions | 
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118 | T he Raign and Death of | 

' | tentions not fixt to rifle, but reform the Kingdom, , 

: they come like Pigeons by whole flock@ to her afliſtance. ' 
a Soon flew the News unto the grieved Barons', whoſe 
itching ears attentive , long'd to meet it : It doubled as 1 
| it flew 3 and ere it toucht them, three hundred He- | 
F naults were'ten thouſand Souldiers. They loſe no | , 
OR, time, for fear of ſome prevention. Henry of Lanca- | 
| firſt joyns | fher, whoſe Brothers Death and proper grievance n+ 
—_ flam'd | his heart with Grief, his hand for Vengeance , ] 
with a ſtrong troop of Friends and ſtonr Attendants, ; 

was the firſt great one that encreasd her Party; while | } 


many other brave and noble Spirits do ſecond him them- 
ſelves, and all their Forces. By theſe Supplies the 
Queen. and her great Strangers are quickly- cared , and 
freed from their firſt Quartane that ſhak'd their hopes 
with ſo much agitation. 
- The flumbring King had flept out all the Prologue of 
this ſad Tragedy, which he ſuſpects would end in blood 
and miſchief: As i his pleatures,in this weighty bufineſs 
he had. rely'd ſecure on. Spencer's Wildome ; but now 
LE the hollow murmur'of his danger thunder'd fo loud, that | 
The King | he enforc'd, | awakes, 'and ſees nought batithe face of a 
bs 4p wh | deſpairing Sorrow : each day brings news of new re- 
 rowful: his | Volt, each' hour a»Larum , that threatned guilty Souls 
| Comcil | with and Vengeance : His ſtartled Conncil frigh- 
v—_—_ ted, [faintnig , hopelels,, fall to furvey the ſtrength of 
_ | their purſuers ; but while they are a regiſtring their 
Forces, they are! inform'd the! Storm (grows ſtrong: 
| and greater , and like a Ball of:Show increas'd by mo- 
A tzon.' *Eheir propes Weakneſs, 'and the Waffe&ion of 
|| thoſe :which ſhould: defend: theit 'Soveraigns quarrel , 
'makes afhion doubtful! and the end as hopeleſs ; fo that ' 
| no certain; way. remain'd to ſtop the current. Now is: 
the Ergour:tax'd; and' Judgment blamed , that neither” 
barr d: the: Gates |, mor ſtopt the Entry, ſince in the' 
Houle itſelf was no affurance!” >Now is the Cruelty” 
that jadg;d the Barons dearly 'repented ,* which was 
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come for vengeance. Now. is the Tyranny of all that | 


Grievance which had abus'd' the King, and robb'd the 
Kingdom,  condemn'd by his own Actors AS a motive | 
in Juſtice fit to be reform'd and puniſh'd. Laſtly, the | 
purchaſe gain'd by ſuch corruption as fold Promotions, 
Places, \Juſtice, Honour, yields no afliſtance, but doth 
prove a burden, which bruis'd the hearts and thoughts 
of them that bare it. Affliction , fitteſt Phylick , ſole 
Commandrels for all diſeaſed Minds, polluted Bodies, 
when ſhe doth ſharply touch the ſenſe of our tranſgreſ- 
lions, begets a Sorrow, and a ſad Repentance ; making 
us know our ſelves and our own weakneſs, which were 
meer ſtrangers to our own Conditions : This ſhe cffeRs 
in all ;, though tull Repentance be a work proper to a 
true Contrition, which by amendment makes her 
Power more pertect. A Minde that's prepoſſeſt , by 
Cuſtome hardned, with a reſolved Will that ads In- 
Juſtice , obſerves, the firſt part of her Precepts ; ſadly 


lorry, yet tis not for his achons, but thoſe errours 
laid him open to ſo curſt a tryal : The point of Satil- 
faction or Amendment it thinks too deep a ranſome, 
hard a ſentence , which eafleth not, but, addes to his 
misfortune. If here might end the end of mans Crea- 
tion, this had ſome colour for ſuch cratty Wiſdome 3; 
but where Eternity of Bliſs or. Torment doth, wait upon 
the Soul, that leaves the Body a prey to Death , and 
to a baſe Corruption, it is an act of madnels to betray 
it with humane Policy , without Religion. Actions of | 


goodneſs mult be truely ated; not facriticing part, but | 


all the Offering, obſerving every point that 1s requir d 
to make up a Repentance full and perfect. This Let-} 
ſon. is too hard for thoſe great Babies that {uck the 
milk of Greatneſs, not Religion. The Fundamental | 
| part being fixt to get unjuſtly, believes a reſtitution 
more improper, which makes their cares and former 
Jabours fruitleſs, and in an inſtant blights an age of 


olcanings: Thele be the,Meditations of a Stateſman, 


grown | 
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The King 
ſuſpe&s the 
City of 
London, 


fk, 


III 


they live in doubtful pleaſures , dye in terrour; what 
follows after, they do feel for ever. 

* Our Councellors, though. they were deeply touch 
with cauſe, had yet no Jeaſure but to deliberate their 
proper ſafety, which findes a poor protection, dull, and 
hopeleſs. Their Enemies rejoyce , their Friends turn 
craven, and all forſake the pit before the battle. Ne- 
ceſſity , that treads upon their heels, admuts no reſpite ; 


| makes them chuſe that courſe which ſeem'd moſt hope- 
| ful, to temporize, which might beget advantage ; the 
fury of this ſtorm in time would leflen-; the giddy mo- 


that tends to Innovation : A Kings diſtreſs once truely 
known , would win him {uccour , fince thoſe which 
break his peace not ſeek his ruine. With theſe vain 
hopes he ſeeks to guard the City , and make the Tower 
ſtrong of all Proviſion ; knowing that he which hath 
but London ſure, though all the reſt be loſt , may yet 
recover. Dk 5e4- 
But Edward will not hear to keep the City ; their 
multitude he' fear'd would firſt betray him: He knew 
they were a crew of weaker Spirits, for fear would ſel] 


| their fathers, or for profit; they never ſift the Juſtice, 


or the quarre]; 'but. ſtill adhere and ſtick to him that's 
ſtrongeſt : had he ſtill kept this Hold, and took the 
Tower , ' but with the ſtrength he had , and might have 
levied , the then had bridled up the wavering City, 
and kept his Adverſaries at a bay too long and doubttu] 

for their aftairs, which were but yet uncertain. The 

guard of this place he commends to Stapleton Biſhop of 
Exeter : This Charge did not properly ſuit with his 

profeſſion , unleſs 'rwere thought his rongue could | 
charm Obedience : but he already had been falſe, be- 


| tray'd his Miſtriſs, and with more reaſon might be now | 


ſufpected. It ſeems they had no choice, and ſtrong | 


preſum- 


—_— to 


i 


prown plump and fat from other mens Oppreſlions : 


they muſt reſolve to fight , or flye , or ſufter : This | 


tions of the Vulgar ſeldome laſted, which throng to all | 


| 
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preſumprions the City would not long remain obedient : | 
1t ſo, the tact was worle and more unworthy , to leave 
lo good a triend in ſuch a hazard. The King , with | 
Arundel and both the Spencers , with ſmall attendance 
get them hence to Briſtow : : His Army was much leſs in 
his own Kingdom , than thoſe the Queen had rais'd by _ 
forreign pity. This Town was ſtrong and able, well | Britow. 
provided, and had a Haven , whence in occaſion they 
might venture further : But yet the King might have| 
the ſame ſuſpicion, which made him leave and quit the 
ſtrength of London. Arundel and Wincheſter do under- 
take the City, Edward and Briſtow would make good 
the Caſtle ; here was the refige they reſolve to ſtick. 
to, which in the Citizens aflurance feem'd defenſive. 
The Queen underſtanding the Royal Chamber was 
forlaken, and left to the cuſtody of the Biſhop her old 
Servant , that had given her the flip in her Travels, 
quickly apprehends the advantage ; addreſſing a fair, but 
mandatory Letter from her ſelt and her Son to Chickwell, | The Quecn 
then Lord Mayor, to charge himſo.to reſerve and keep nw + | 
the City to their uſe, as he expeded favour, or would an- | 1 «ter to 
{wer the contrary at his peril. Upon the receipt of this | the Mayor 
/ | of London, 
Letter , he- aſſembles the Common-Council ; and by a |, xc. . | 
cunning-couch'd Oration,the Recorder makes "Pau the | Ciry tor hex 
Contents ; which 1s no ſooner underſtood, bur the general an 
Cry, that obſcrv'd the Tide turning, proclaim it reaſon 
to embrace the Queens Party, who was lo ſtrongly pro- 
vided to reform the Diſorders of the Kingdom. Sta- 
pleton having gotten the knowledge of this patlage, 
| ſends to the Mayor tor rhe keys of the Gates, tor the 
Kings affurance, and his proper fatety ; who being | - 
cens'd with the affront of this inconliderate Bithop, | Eiſhop $:4- 
|  apprehends him, and delivers him to the tury of the 7 hogs = 
| enraged multicude ; who reither reſpecting the Gravity | the Multi- 
of his Years , or the Dignity of his Profeſſion , ſtrike | 4c: 
off his Head, withour either Arraignment , Tryal or | 
Conchimarion This brain-tick and heady act had 00 | 
| [ tar | 
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The Rain and Death of 7 
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| which took away all hope of Reconcihation, if the 


|lany unattempted. But certainly this was a meer cun- } 


betraid her ; the other, by this aftion to make the 


| who elſe, being mutable as Weather-cocks, might alter 
on the leaſt occaſion. Let the conſideration be what 


—S_ 


far engag'd them to reconcile them ; they muſt now 
either adhere ſolely to the Queen, or to taſte a bitter 


Penance. ' The King had an 11] Memory 1n point of | 


deſert ; but the actions of ſo unjuſt a Diſorder he kept 


regiſtred in braſs , until he gain'd the opportunity of | 


Revenge ; then he never faild it. It was a mad part, 
on ſo poor an occaſion, to att ſo bloody a Tragedy ,| 


Whecl had turned : However the ſquares had went, 
they were upon terms good enough , ſo long as they 
contain'd themſelves in any temperate condition : But 
this was a way which incens'd the one part, and not 


afſur'd the other. But the actions of this ſame head 

monſter Multitude never examine the Juſtice, or the 
dependance , but are led by Paſſion and Opinion; 
which in fury leaves no Diſorder unacted, and no Vil- 


ning practice- of the Mayor, who being underhand 
made ſure to the adverſe Party , refolv'd to make it of 
a double uſe ; the one, to help on the opinion of his 
devotion to the Queen, in the puniſhment of him that 


Citizens deſperate of favour, and ſo more reſolute ; 


it will, the Fact was inhumane and barbarous, that 
{pilt, without Deſert or Juſtice, the Blood of ſuch a 
Reverend Prelate ; who yet had ſo much happineſs, 
as to leave to his Honour in the Univerſity of Oxford, 
a remarkable Memorial of his Charity and Goodneſs. 
But now to ſeek out the reward of this vertuous Ser- 
vice, four of the principal and moſt eminent Burghers 
are {clected to make known their proceedings and de- 
votion 3 who are graciouſly received, entertain'd, and 


highly thanked, for their lawleſs bloody Fact , which | 


was ſtiled an excellent piece of Juſtice. Though the | 


| deed had been countenanced , 11 that it ran with the 


{way | 
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whom they muſt here behold a party. Thele conlide- 


EDWARD the Second. | 123 


—— 
—— I —— 


{way of the time , and the Queens humour : yet cer- 
tainly no great cauſe of commendation appears ; which 
1s {o more properly due to the Hangman, which per- | 
formeth the grave Ceremonies of his Office by Warrant, | 
and the actual part on none but ſuch as the Law hath | 
made ready for his Fingers. ' - | 


Now 1s the Queen {ettling her remove for Briſtow, | The Queen 


| where the Prey remain'd her Haggard-fancy long'd for : {its out for 


. . . f : 
She was unwilling to give them ſo much advantage, | OR 


though ſhe believ'd it almoſt impoſlible, as to hazard 
the raiſing of an Army , or fo to enable their Provi- 
ſions and Defences, that it might adjourn the hope of 
making her Victory perte&. She ſaw ſhe had a great 
and Royal Army , well provided ; but how long it 
would hold fo , the knew not ; the principal ſtrength 
and number conliſting of the giddy Commons , who 
like Land-floods, riſe and fall in an inſtant : they had 
never yet ſeen the face of an Enemy , nor did rightly 
underſtand what it was to bear Arms againſt the King, 


rations haſten her on with more expedition. All the 
way as ſhe went , ſhe is entertain'd with joytul Accla- 
mations : Her Army ſtill grows greater , like a be- 
ginning Cloud that doth fore-run a Shower. When 
ſhe was come before this | goodly City , and ſaw his 
ſtrength, and the Maiden-Bravery of their oppolition, 
which gave her by a hot Salley , led by the valiant _ 
Arundel, a teſtimony of her Welcome, ſhe then thinks| j,,. $41ey 
that in the Art of War there was ſomewhat more than | upon her. 
meer Imagination ; and juſtly fear'd leſt the Royal Mi- 
ſery would beget a {witt Compaſlion ; which was more 
to be doubted of him in his own Kingdom, fince ſhe 
herſelf had found it in a forreign Country. But iſmi- 
ling Fortune , now become her Servant , ſcarce g1ves 
her time to think ſhe might be hinder'd. The Towns- 
men, that knew no Wars but at their Muſters, ſeeing 
themſelves begirt , the Market hinder d , which _ 
| | ther | 
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delired by 
that City : 


Which be- 
ing rcjcctcd, 
the Queen 


gives them 


a perempto- 


ry Sum- 
MONs. 


"Tof any to relieve them, and daily in danger of {ome ſad 
{ſurprizal. They faw their Lives, Wives, Children and 


| 
| 


{Lives and Goods (quoth ſhe) ſhall reſt untouched , nor 


| ſhall you taſte your ſelves the leaſt AﬀiiGion, ſo you de- 


| ſome certain practisd Plot within them, or elſe ſome 


| where many look for Booty, all for Pillage. This did 


—__ 


their chiefeſt and beſt Revenue, begin among them- 
ſelves to examine the buſinels; They ſaw no likelihood 


ſate at ſtake for the defence of thoſe that had opprels'd 
them , and wrong'd the Kingdome by therr foul Inju- 
ſtice : they meaſur'd the event of an unruly Conqueſt , 


ſo cramp their valiant hearts, that the Convullion ſeeks 
ATrecaty | a preſent Treaty. The Queen ſeeing a Pulillanimity be- 
'yond her hopes, and a taint unlook'd for, makes the 


| emptory, being related in the ſtaggering City, breeds 


uſe, and hits them on the blind f{tde, and anſwers 
plainly, She will have no Imparleance, no diſcourſing ; 
if they deſir'd their own Peace, * and her aſſured Fa- 
vour, they then muſt entertain and follow her Condi- 
tions : Which if they but delay d, the next day follow- 
ing they ſhould abide their Chance , ſhe would her 
Fortune. This doom (as it ſounds harſhly ) was deem'd 
too heavy ; but no intreaty could prevail, ſhe would 
not-alter. They yet deſire to know what ſhe re- 
quir'd; and that ſhe grants, and thus unto|deth : Your 


liver up with ſpeed your Captains, and in the time prefixt 


reſign the City. A choice ſo ſhort, fo ſharp, fo per- 
ſtraight a ſuppoſition, not without reaſon , ſhe had 


way aſſured for to force the City. They could have 
been content ſhe had their Captains , ſince it would ſet 
them free from fear and danger ; but to be Actors in 
ſo foul a Treaſon, or facrifice their Gueſts that came 
for {uccour, this they conceit too falſe and poor a baſe- 
neſs. No more Imparleance is allow'd, or will be heard, 
no ſecond motion ; the breach in their faint hearts 1s ſo 


— 


—_————_— 
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well known, that nothing is allow'd bur preſent An- 


{wer : This ſmart proceeding melcs their leaden Valour, | 


which | 
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which at the firſt had made fo brave a flouriſh, and | 
brings Arundel, Wincheſter , and the Town to her pol- 
{cſlion. ” 

When mans own proper portion is in queſtion, and 2 . 
all he hath at ſtake, be it but doubtful, his eye doth | Y! 
more reflect on his own danger, than on the Laws of 
Juſtice, Friendſhip, - Honour. Charity , 'tis true, be- 
gins at home; but ſhe's a Vertue hath no ſociety with 
Fraud or Falſhood ; neither is the breach of Faith, or 
touch of Treaſon, allow'd-within the verge of her rich 
Precepts. I do contels, Neceſlity may drive .him to 
ſuch a bitter choice , that one muſt periſh ; but this 
ſhould be, when things are ſo near hopeleſs, that there 
be more than words to give it juſtice. A wiſe and ll 
noble minde adviſeth ſoundly upon the a&, before it is - bi 
engaged ; but being ſo, it rather ſleeps with Honour, | =_ 
than lives to be the map of his thus tainted Conſcience. : "8 
The intereſt of Friends, of Gueſts, of poor oppreſſed, = 
(though diverſly they touch the Patrons credit) yet all 
agree 1n this one point of Vertue, Not to betray, where 
they have vow'd aſſiſtance. Had thele faint Citzens not 
given aſſurance, had they not vow d to keep their Faiths 
untainted, the other had not truſted nor incloſed them- 
{elves within ſo weak and falſe a Safeguard. But they were 
moſt to blame, that would ſo venture their Lives with- 
in the power of ſuch a Berry, where they might know 
were none but ſuckling Rabbetrs , that would ſuſpect : 
each Mouſe to be a Ferret. Had they but had a guard, 
ſecur'd their perſons, they might have awed them, or 
themſelves have ſcaped. 

Part of the prey thus gotteri , no time 1s Toft to call 
them to a reckoning. Sir Thomas Wage , Marſhal of 
the Army , draws up a ſhort Information of many 
large offences, which are ſolemnly read to the attentive | 
Army, with a Comment of all the harſh aggravations | F 
might make them more odious. The confuſed clamour : | 


of the Multitude, ſerves for Judge, Jury, and Verdict ; 
| K k which | 


It is yiclded, | WT ® 
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Old Spercer 
Exccutcd. 


The King 
and young, 
Spencer a- 
maz'd. 


The Green before the Caſile 15 made the place of Exe- 
cution. | Nature that gave him Lite,had almoſt left him ; 


| Spencer had not a grain of hope for mercy: the Barons 


- The Raign and Death of 2 


| which brings them to a ſharp Sentence to be forthwith | 
| hang d, and their Bodies to remain upon the Gallows. 


Revenge brooks no delay , no. Icifure Malice. Old 
Spencer feels inſtantly the rigour of this Judgment : 


her Vigour' was near ſpent, her Beauty wither'd ; he 
could not long have lvd, it they had ſpar'd him. 
Ninety cold Winters he had paſt in freedom, and findes 
untimely Death to end his Story : He parts without 
complaint or long diſcourſing ; he ſpeaks theſe few 
words only, free from paſſion : God grant the Queen may 
finde a milder Sentence, when in the other world ſhe makes 
her Audit. The King, and his unhappy Son, the fad 
SpeQators of this Heart-bleeding Tragedy fo full of 
horrour, are with his dying farewel ſo amazed, that 
ſcarcely they had ſpeech, or breath, or motion ; fo bit- 
ter a Preludium made them cenſure their own conditi- 
ons were as nearly fatal. The King, a Sovereign, Father, | 
and a Husband , did hope theſe Titles would be yet 
ſufficient to guard his Life, if not preſerve his Creat- 
neſs; but theſe prov'd all too weak: Where Crowns 
are gaind by Blood and Treaſon, they are fo ſecured. 


Deaths prejudg'd his coming fortune. The Queen 
uſed not to jeſt where ſhe was angry; his Fathers end 
aſſur'd her inclination, and bade him rather venture any 
hazard , than that which muſt rely on female pity. 
With a world of Melancholy thoughts he caſts the | 
danger, yet could not finde a way that might prevent 
it. The Caſtle in it ſelf was ſtrong , but weakly fur- 
niſht. Time now he fees could promiſe no aſſiſtance ; 
their Adverſaries were full bent to work their ruine, 
ether by publick Force, or private Famine; ſo that in 


their abode was ſure deſtruction. The King 1n this de- 


oY "2 3 DPS "7 ES 


clar'd himſelf a Noble Maſter ; he priz d his Seryants | 


\|Lite as his own Safety, which won them both to try | 
| their utmoſt hazard. The | 


—— 
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EDWARD the Second 
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The Queen impatient to ſurprize this Fortreſs, doth 


| oy The Queen 
batter, undermine, and ſtill aſfail it; but theſe were all | is. 


ee er ns 
EE EE ere ets ee ee eter 


ſtrong, too well defended : She threatens and intreats, 
but to ſmal] purpoſe; here were no Citizens that might 
betray it: Alas, there needed none, as it ſucceeded ; 
the proper Owners wrought their own confuſion ; they 
leave their ſtrength , and cloſely try their fortune , 


in vain, and proved fruitleſs; the Rampiers were too | Calile. 


o 


which made them board a Bark rode in the Harbour, 
in hope to get away undeſcryed : This was the Plot, or 
n6ne, muſt work their freedome. Bur all things thrive 
alike with him chat's falling. The Gale averſe, they 
| loitly tide her onwards ; the Wind will not conſent to 
give them paſlage, but rudely hurls them back to their 
firſt Harbour. Thrice had they paſt St. Vincents Rock, 
famous for Briſtow Diamonds ; but in that Reach are 
hurryed back with fury: The Elements of Earth, of 
Air, of Water, conſpir'd all at once to make them 
hopeleſs. ; | 

Sir Henry Beaumonde quartered next the Haven, being 
inform'd that this gadding Pinnace had often attempted 
paſſage without reaſon , the wind contrarious, and the 
weather doubrfu] , ſuſpects that her defigne was great 
and haſty ; on this he ſerz'd her, and ſurveys her lading, 


which prov'd a prize beyond his expeQation: within 


| The King | 


her hollow bulk, a Cell of darkneſs, he findes this pair 
obſcur'd, not undiſcover'd. The King hath gracious 
words, and all due reverence ; but Spencer 18 contem- 
ned, and uſed with rigour. This ends the War, and 
ave the work perfection. Fortune, that triumphs 1n 
the Fall of Princes, like a Stepmother, reſts not where 
ſhe frowneth, till ſhe have wholly ruin'd and orethrown 
their Power , that do precede or elſe oppole her Dar- 
| lings. Co es 
The Queen having thus attained to the tull of her 
deſire, reſolves to uſe it to the beſt advantage: Ambt- 


—_— 


tion ſeis'd her ſtrongly, yet reſigneth to her incenſed | 
_ Paſſion | 


and Spencer 
betake to a 
Bark, but are 
beaten back 
by Weather, 


The Bark 
ſcized, 


——_— 
— 


| 


_ -+ ſulted Over. 


| Their eyes with fight, and tongues with rayling glut- | 
ted, the a& muſt follow that may ſtop the rancour, | 


The King 
ſent to Þer- | 


| ky Calſile. 


F pencer in- 


| kept, but often viſited ; 'twas not with pity, which be- 


| vicious , and deſery'd as much as could be laid upon 


The Raign and Death of 


I 


Paſſion the precedence ; her own good mature (though 


her Husband ; nor did ſhe think it fit thoſe valiant | 
ſtrangers begun the work , ſhould view or fee the 
Captive ; ſuch ſights ſometimes beget as ſtrange 1mpre(- 
ſions; inſtantly he is convey'd to Berk/ay-Caſtle, there to 
remain reſtrain'd, but well attended. Spencer 1s hardly 


fits a Priſoner, but with inſulting joy, and baſe deriſion. 


: 


which gives him to the Marſhal lockt in Irons : He here 
receives the ſelf-ſame entertainment his aged Father 
found ; alone the difference, he had a longer time, and 
ſharper Sentence. All things thus.order'd , the Queen 
removes for London, meaning to make Hereford her 
way, and the Jaſt Journey of her condemned Priſoner, 
that attends her each place ſhe paſſeth by. A world of 
people do ſtrain their wider throats to bid her welcome, 
with yelping cries that ecchoed with confuſion. While 
She thus paſſeth on with a kinde of inſulting Ty- 
ranny , far ſhort of *the belief of her former Vertue 
and Goodneſs, ſhe makes this poor unhappy man at- 
tend her Progreſs, not as the antient Romans did their 
vanquiſh'd Priſoners, for oftentation , to increaſe their 
Triumph; but merely tor Revenge, Deſpite, and pri- 
vate Rancour ; mounted upon a poor, lean, ugly Jade, 
as baſely furniſhe ; cloath'd in a painted Taberd, which 
was then a Garment worn by condemned Thieves alone ; 
and tatterd raſcally , he is led through each Town be- 
hinde the Carriage, with Reeds and Pipes that ſound 
the ſummons to call the wondering Crue together might 
abuſe him; all the bitter'ſt actions of diſgrace were 
thrown upon him. Certainly this man was infinitel 


bum, for thoſe many great and inſolent Oppreſlions, 


ſhe might adventure) ſhe would not truſt ſo far, to fee. 
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acted with Injuſtice , Cruely , and Blood; yet it had 


been. 


| 
| 
| 


— 


The Life of Man is all that can be taken ; 'tis that muſt 


| blemiſh to ſuit a Queen, a Woman, and a Vidor. 


EDWAaR Þ the Second. 
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been much more to the Queens Honour,if ſhe had giver 
him a quicker Death , and a more: honourable Tryal, 
free from theſe opprobrious and barbarous Diſgraces, 
which ſavour'd more of a ſavage, tyrannical diſpoſition, 
than a judgment fit to command, or ſway the Sword 
of Juſtice. 

Though not by Birth, yet by Creation he was a Peer 
of the Kingdom, and by the Dignity of his place one 
of the moſt eminent ; which might (if not to him in his 
particular, yet in the Rights due to Nobility and Great- 
neſs) have found ſome more honourable a diſtin&ion, 
than to be made more infamous and contemptible than 
the baſeſt Rogue , or moſt notorious Cutpurſe. It is 
aſluredly (give it what title you will) an argument of a 
Villanous Diſpoſition , and a Deviliſh Nature, to ty- 
rannize and abuſe thoſe wretched ruines which are un- | 
der the Mercy of the Law , whole Severity 1s bitter 
enough without aggravation. A Noble Minde doth 
out of native Goodneſs ſhew a kinde of Sweetnels in 
the diſpoſition, which, it not the Man, doth pity his 
Misfortune ; but never doth increaſe his forrow by 
baſer uſage than becomes his Juſtice. In Chriſtian Pie- 
ty, which is the Day-ſtar that ſhould direct and guide 
all humane Actions, the heart ſhould be as free from all 
that's cruel, as being too remiſs in point of Juſtice. 


expiate his worſt Offences ; the Law muſt guide the | 
way ; Juſtice , not Fury, muſt be his Judge ; fo far 
there is no Errour. But when a flux of Torment tol- 
lows Judgment , which may be done in Speech as well 
as Action , it gives too many Deaths to one Offender , 
and ſtains the Actors with: a foul diſhonour. To ce 
ſuch a Monſter ſo monſtrouſly uſed, no queſtion plea- 


ſed the giddy Multitude , who ſcarcely know the civil! 
rounds of Reaſon : the recolle&ed Judgment that be- 


held it, cenſur'd it was at beſt too great and deep a 


The Queens 
Cruelty. 
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like, 


The Queen 
COmes to 


London. 


She calls a 
Parhamcnt. 


Arundel the 


» 
— 


The Raign and Death of 


| Whether her Impoſirion, or his patient Suffering were 
1 greater , Or became firſt weary , he now 1s brought to 
give them both an ending, upon a Gallows highly built 
of purpoſe ; he now receives the end of all his Tor- 
|ments ; the Cruelty was ſuch , unfit to be recorded. 
Whether it were the greatneſs of his heart, or it were 
broken, he leaves the world with ſuch a conſtant par- 
ting, as ſeem'd as free from fear, as fruitlels plaining. 


Four days are fcarce]y ended, cre Arundel doth taſte 
the ſelf-ſame fortune. Until the laſt Combuſtion, 1 
fnde no mention m the Story of this Noble Gentleman, 
neither-conld TI ever read any juſt cauſe why his Lite 
was thus taken from him, unleſs it were a Capital Ot- 
fence not to forſake his Maſter: It was then a very 
nard caſe, if it muſt be adjudged Treaſon to labour to 
defend his King and Soveraign, to whom he had ſworn 
Faith and Obedience, ſuffering for preſerving that Truth 


and Oath; ' which they had, all treacherouſly broken, 


that were his Judges. If it were deemed a fault dee 
enough to be taken in company with thoſe that were 
corrupt and wicked, T ſee yet no reaſon why he alone 


none executed. But we may not properly expect Rea- 


fon in Womens aCtions : It was enough the incenſed 
| Queen would have it ſo, againſt which was no diſpu- 


ting 


Her buſineſs thus diſpatcht , ſhe comes to London, 
where ſhe hath all the Royal Entertainment due to her 
Greatneſs: The Citizens do run and crowd to fee her, 
that if the Wheel ſhould turn, would be as forward to 


| make the f{elf-ſame ſpeed to ſee her ruine. Afﬀoon as 


here ſhe had ſettled her affairs, and made things ready, 
ſhe calls a Parliament, and ſends forth Summons for 
the appearance , .which. as ſoon cnſued; herein ſhe 
makes her Husband ſeal the Warrant, who God knows 


(carcely knew what ſhe was doing, but lived a Recluſe, 


__— — —_— 


ſhould ſuffer, and thoſe their other Creatures were per- | 
mitted many of them unqueſtion'd, ſome preterr'd, and 


well ' 
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well and fſurcly guarded. When this grave Atſembly | 
was come together, the Errours and the Abuſcs of tho 
Kingdom are laid full open ; which touch'd the King 
with a more imfolent liberty than might well become 
the tongues ot thole which muſt yer be his Subjects. | 
Many ways ot Reformation for forms ſake are diſculled, 
but the intended courſe was tully betore reſolved; yet [ 
it was fit there ſhould be a handſome Introduction. The | 
11Jue at length falls upon the point of Necellity,ſhewing, 7 f 
that Edward, by the umbecillity of his judgment, and þ 
the corruption of his nature , was unfit longer to con- 
tinue the Government, which was fo diſeaſed and ſick, 
that it required a King more careful and aGtive: as if 
| the conferring 1t upon a green Youth , little more than | 
| | an Infant, had been Warranty enough for theſe Alle- 
gations; bur they ferv'd turn well enough , where all 4 
were agreed; and there was not ſo much as a jult tear ( 
of oppoſition : It ne're was toucht or expreſt by what | 
Law, Divine or Humane , the Subje& might Depoſle, I 
| not an Elective King , but one rhat Lineally and Juſtly | 
had inherited, and fo long enjoy it : this was too 
| deep a Myſtery, and altogether improper tor their re- | 1 
ſolution. A ſhort time at length brings them all to] _ | 
one Minde, which in a-true conſtruction was no more 
than a mere Politick Treaſon , not more dangerous in if 
the Act than in the Example. The three Eſtates una E | 
woce conclude the Father muſt be Depoſed, and his un- Les ot 
ripe Son muſt be Inveſted in the Royal Dignity. Not poſe che 
a Lord, Biſhop, Knight, Judge, or Burgels, but that | "is: 
day left his Memory behinde him 3 they could not clic 
ſo generally have forgot the Oaths of their Allegiance, 
ſo ſolemnly ſworn to their old Maſter, whom they had 
juſt cauſe to. reſtrain from hisErrours, but no ground 
or colour to deprive him of his Kingdom ; who that 
day found neither Kinſman, Friend, Servant, or Sub- | 
ject to defend his Intereſt. It 15 probable he could not [ 
be ſo generally forſaken, and not unlikely but that he = il 
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The Raign and Death of 


TheSpeaker 
maKes a-re- 
ſignation of 
Homage, & 
reads the 
Sentence. 


The King 
an{wers not: 
a word. 


had ſome in this Attembly well-alfeced/ which ſeeing 


conteſtation might endanger themſelves, and not ad- 
vantage him in his poſſeſſion. But this juſtifies them 
not , neither in their Oaths , Love , or Duty , which 
ſhould have been ſincere;/and eminent: He that 


| had here really expreſs'd himfelt, had left to Poſterity 


an honourable Memorial of his Faith, Worth, and 
Valour. Never will the remembrance of that ſtout 
and reverend Biſhop dye, who in the Cafe of Richard 


E the Second expreſt himſelf ſo honeſtly and bravely. 


Civil reſpects, though they deeply touch in particular, 
warrant not the breach of publick engagements; nei- 
ther is it properly Wiſdome, but Craft, infringeth the 
Laws of Duty or Honeſty : If that may be admitted, 
what Perjury may not finde an excuſe, what Rebe]- 
lion not a juſtifiable anſwer ? , But it is clear, there may 
not be a wilful violation of Oaths, though it tend 
deeply to our own loſs and prejudice. 

The Reſolution being now fully concluded, that muſt 
uncrown this unhappy King, divers of both Houſes are 
ſent unto him to make -the Declaration ; who bein 


Houſe, in the Name of the whole Kingdom , makes a 
Reſignation of all Homage and Fealty , and then doth 
read the Sentence. Edward, that had been aforehand 
informed , the better to prepare him, had arm'd him- 
ſelf with as much Patience, as his Neceſlity could give 
him; with an attentive ear hears all full out; which 
done, he turns away without anſwering a word. He 
knew it was in vain to ſpend time in Diſcourſe or 
Conteſtation,” which muſt be the ready way to endan- 
ger his Life; and in his conſenting with a dangerous 
example to his Succeflours , he had both their Power 
and his own Guilt made evident to Polterity ; which 


ltar. He had ſtill a kinde of Hope that his Adverſaries 


A as _—_— 


come into his preſence, Truſſel the Speaker of the lower 


might have made the praGtice more frequent and fami- | 


would | 


| the violence and ſtrength of the Current , knew their | 
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would run themſelves out of breath, when there would | 
be both room and time to. alter his condition. Thus 
this unfortunate King , after he had with a perpetual a- 
gitation governed this Kingdome eighteen years, odde 
months and days, loſt it partly by his own Diſorder and| | 
Improvidence , but principally by the treacherous Inti- | 
delity of his Wite, Servants; and Subjefts. And it is 
moſt memorable, an Army of three hundred Strangers | 
entred his Dominion, and took from him the Rule and 
Governance, without ſo much as blow given, or the 
loſs of any one man, more than ſuch as periſhed by the | 
hand of Juſtice. | | 
Though in a ſinking Greatneſs all things conſpire to 
work a fatal ruine, yet in our Story this is the firſt pre- 
{dent of this nature , or where a King fell with fo 
little Honour, and fo great an Infidelity, that found 
neither Sword or Tongue to plead his quarrel. Bur 
what could be expected , when for his own private| 
Vanities and Paſſion, he had been a continual lover and | 
abetter of unjuſt actions, and had conſented to the Op- 
preſſion of the whole Kingdom, and the untimely Death 
of ſo many Noble Subje&s? Ir is certainly no leſs ho- 
nourable than juſt , that the Majeſty of a King have| 
that ſame full and free ule of his AfﬀeCtions , withour 
Envy or Hatred , which every private man hath in his 
e&conomick Government: Yet as his Calling 1s the 
reateſt, ſuch muſt his Care be, to {quare them out by 
thoſe ſame ſacred Rules of Equity and. Juſtice ; 1t they | 
once tranſcend , or excecd , falling upon an extremuty | 
of Dotage or Indulgence, it then occaſions thoſe Er- 
rours that are the certain Predictions of an entuing | 
| Trouble, which many times-proves fatal and dangerous. 
Let the Favourite taſte the King's Bounty , not devour 
it ; Jet him enjoy his ear, but nor ingrols it ; Jet him 
participate his love, but not enchant it. In the eye of 
the Commonwealth if he muſt be a Moat, let him 
not be a Monſter. And laſtly, if he muſt practiſe on 
M m the FH | 
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| dom a prey to his Paſſion, and the world take notice 


| them dangerous Convullions, if not a deſperate ruine to 
that State where it hath his allowance and practice. 


| other the Goodnels of all matters in queſtion ; both | 


, [though it be againſt their own Conſcience and Judy- | 


the Subje&t, let it be with moderation, and not with 


rapine. If in cither of theſe there be an excels, which 
makes the King a Monarchy to his Will, and the King- 


it be done by the Royal Indulgencie, it begets not more 
hatred than multiplicity of errour, which draw with 


As there ought to be a-limitation in the AﬀeCtion of the 
one, fo ought there to be a like Curioſity in the qua- 
lity of the other: Perſons of meaner condition and 
birth exalted above proportion; as 1t taxeth the Kings 
Judgment, impaireth both his Safety and Honour. 


Dignities ſhould be committed to the care and fidelity 


| of one man onely ; ſuch unworthy and unequal diſtri- | 


bution wins a diſcontent from the more capable in abi- 
lity and blood, and carries with it a kinde of neceſlary 
impulſion ſtill to continue his greatneſs ; elſe having the | 
keys of the Kingdom in his hand, he may at all times 
open the gates to.a domeſtick Danger,or a forreign Mil: | 
chief. The number of Servants is the Maſters honour ; 
their truth and faculties his glory and fafety ; which 
being ſeverally employ d and countenanced, make it at 
one and the felt-fame time perſpicuous in 'many ; and 
being indifferently heard, do, both in advice and aQi-| 
on, givea more ſecure, diſcreet, and fafe form of pro-' 
ceeding. Kings in their deliberations ſhould be ſerved 
with a Council of State, and a Council of particular 
Intereſt and Honour ; the one to ſurvey the Policy, the 


; 
| 


[ 
j 


j 


compoled out of Integrity, not Corruption : theſe 


| delivering truely their Opinions and Judgments, it 15 | 
more calle for him to reconcile and ele&: But when | 


one man alone {ſupplies both theſe places in private and | 
publick, all the reſt follow the voice of the Drone, | 


mentr. 


LR I. 


Neither. is it proper ,. that the principal Strengths and |. 
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| which addes to the belicf of his ability, and more aflures | 


| to the (enſuality of Pleaſure, or betray'd by his proper 


| gative of an abſolute King, and is bur fo at ſecond- 


1s propenſive to the worſer part 3 which it embraceth 
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ment. The Royal Glory ſhould be pure, and yet | 
tranſparent, ſuffering not the leaſt ccliple or ſhadow :; 
which appears viſibly defeQive , when it is wholly led 
by a {ingle advice never fo grave and weighty : let te 
projection , 1t 1t be entertained, have the teſte of a 
Council ; but let the aG& and glory be folely the Kings, 


bis greatneſs. It the. heart of Majeſty be given over 


Weakneſs, or the cunning of him he truſteth; yet let. 
him not negle& the neceſlary affairs of a Kingdom, or 
paſs them over by Bills of Exchange to the provi- | 
dence of another: In ſuch an a& he loſeth the Prero- 


hand and by direction. It is the Practique, not the 
Theorique of State , that wins and aflures the Sub- 
ject : It the ability of that be confined or doubtful, it 
eſtrangeth the will of Obedience, and gives a belief 
of liberty to the ations of Diſorder and Injuſtice. 
Such an Errour is not more prejudicial in the Imbecil- 
lity, than in the Example. Royal Vanities finde a 
ready imitation , ſo that' it becomes a hazard that a 
careleſs King makes a diſloute Kingdom. Mans nature 


with more facility and willingneſs, when it wins the 
advantage of the time, and 1s led by lo eminent a 
preſident. From this conſideration, natural Weaknels, 
or temporary Imperfection , ſhould be always masked, 
and never appear in publick, ſince the Court,. State, 
and Kingdom, practiſe generally by his Example. As 
in Aﬀection , 1o in Paſſion, there are many things e- 
qually conſiderable. I muſt confeſs, and do believe, 
that King worthy of an Angelical Title, that could 
maſter theſe rebellious Monſters, which rob him of his 
Peace and Happineſs : But this in a true pericCtion , 1s 
to Fleſh and Blood moſt impoſlible ; yer both in Drvi- 
nity and Moral Wiſdome , t 1s the moſt excellent Ma- | 


ſter- | 
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| that they wait upon the Operations of the Soul rather as 
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T he Kaipn and Death of 


————_— 


| 


ſter-piece of this our peregrinati0n, to to difpole them, | 


OT, - 


obedient Servants , than looſe and uncontrouled Vaga- 
bonds. Where the Royal Paſſions are rebellious and ma- 
ſerleſs, having fo unlimited a Power, his Will becomes 
the Law ; his hand the executioner of aCtions unjuſt and 
diſorderly, which end ſometimes in Blood, commonly in 
Oppreſlion, and evermore in a confuled perturbation of 


\ ſo, juſtifies him not, though he make a Legal Pro- 


' THe ſhould on earth order his proceedings in imitation 


oa 


_—_—. 


the Kingdome. The Warranty of the Law wrought 
to his temper, not that it is ſo, but that he' muſt have it 


ceeding the juſtification of his Tyranny ; {ince the In- 
nocency of the Subject ſeldome findes protection, where 
the fury of a King reſolves his ruipe. The rigour of 
humane Conſtitutions are to the Delinquent weighty 
enough ; let them not be wreſted or inverted ; which 
makes the King equally guilty, and the actor of his 
own Paſſions, rather than thoſe of Juſtice or Integrity. 


after the Divine Nature , which evermore inclines more 
to Mercy than Juſtice. - Lives cannot, being taken away, 
be redeemed ; there ought then-to be a tender coni- 
deration how they be' taken, left the Injuſtice of the 
at, challenge a Vengeance of the ſame nature. As 
the quality of the act, fo is the condition of the agent 
conſtderable in point of Judicature ; wherein there may 
be ſometimes thoſe dependencies, that it may be miore 
honourable and advantageous to pardon, or delay exe- 
cution , than to advance and haſten it : howlſoever, it 
1s the more excellent and innocent way, to fall ſhort of 
the better hand, and to ſuffer the Severity of the Law 
rather ſeem defe@ive, than an apparent taint in the 
{uffering diſpoſition'and goodneſs. The aGtions of Re- 
pentance are regiſtred in the table of our Tranſpreſ- 
l1ons, where none to the guilty Conſcience appears more 
horrid and fearful, than thoſe which by an inconfiderare 
haſte or corruprion of the Will have been acted in 
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Blood and Paſſion. So great a height as the Majeſty 
of a King, ſhould be cloathed with as ſweet a temper 

| neither too precipitate, or too ſlow ; neither too vio 
lent, or too remiſs; but like the beating of a healthy 
Pulſe, with a ſteady and well-adviſed motion. which 


VIcious, and begets a Love and Admiration in all. 
eſpecially ſuch as fo graciouſly taſte his Goodneſs. | 
T have dwelt too long in this digreſlion ; yet I muſt | 
(though 1t a little delay the concluding part of this 
Hiſtory ) ſpeak ſomewhat that is no leſs proper for him 
that ſhall have the happineſs tro enjoy lo fair and large 
a room in the Royal affe&tions. There mult be in him 
E correſpondent worth, as well of Wiſdome and Obe- 
| dtence, as of Sincerity and Truth ; - which makes no 
' other ule of this ſo great a bleſling , but to his Sove- 
-ajgns Honour, and his own credit; and not to advan- 
tage himſelf by the oppreſſion of others, or improving 
the particular by the ruine of a Kingdome. It the Ma- 
ſters actions be never ſo pure and innocent , yet it out 
of aftection he become the Patron of the Servants miſde- | 
| meanours and infolencies, by protecting or not pu- 
nithing, he makes himſelf guilty, and ſhares both in 
the grievance and hatred of the poor diltrefled Subject. 
The general cry ſeeing the ſtream polluted, aſcribe it 


form and cleanſe it. B) 
ProteGtion , he that will read the Hiſtory of our own, 


or thoſe of Forreign Nations , ſhall finde a number of 
memorable Examples, which have produced Depolition 


of Kings, Ruine of Kingdoms, the Effuſion of Chriſti-| 


the world , all grounded on this occaſion. Let him 
' then that out of his Maſters Love, more than his own | 
| Deſert, hath made himſelf a fortune , be precilcly care- 
ful, that by his diſorder he endanger not the ſtair and 
vhich he ſhall make tirm and | 


preſerves a juſt Obedience and Fear in thoſe which are |. 


to the Fountain-head; where is the Spring that may re- |: 
By this one particular errour of 


, prop of his Preterment 3 \ 
: N n per- | 
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.permanent, in making Humility and Goodnels the Ada- 
mant to draw the love both of his equals and interiours : 
Such a winning Sweernels affures their hearts, which 
in the leaſt contempt or infolence are apt and ready to 
receive the impreflions of Envy and Hatred ; which if 
they once take root, end not in Speculation, but Acti- 
ons either publickly violent, or privately malicious J 
both tending to his ruine and contuſion. It he ſtray 
from this Principle, ſtriving ro make an imperious 
height beget fear , and the opinion of that tear the 
rock whereon he builds his Greatneſs; let him then 
know , that the firſt is the Companion of Truſt and 
| Safety , the other a Slave , that will break Iooſe with 
opportunity and advantage. Neither hath it any touch 
of Diſcretion,” or Society with WildomE, or Moral 
Policy, to glorife his new-acquired Greatneſs with un- 
neceſlary amplifications, either in multiplicity of At- 
tendants, vanity of Apparel, ſuperfluity of Diet, ſum- 
ptuouſneſs of Structures , or any other ridiculous emi- | 
nency , that may demonſtrate his Pride or Ambition * 
Wiſe men deride it, Fools applaud it , his Equals envy 
| It, and his Interiours hate it. All jumping at length 
/ [in one concluſion , that his Fortune 1s above his Merit, 
:  . Fand his Pride much greater than his Worth and Judg-| 
| . | ment. But this prefuming Impudence ends not here : 

Kings themſelves may ſuffer tor a time , but in the end - 
they will rather change their AﬀeGtions , than to be £ 
dazled and outſhin'd in their own Sphere and Element. 


—_—_— 


< 


The young| Now is this young King Crowned with a great deal | 
> watts of Triumphant Honour, but with a more expeRation of 
ned. . ' 


what would become of this giddy world, which ſeem'd 
to run upon .wheels, by reaſon of ſo ſudden and ſo 
_ [great a revolution. The Queen and Mortimer in this 

The Qucen | F. , REESE : | 
and Morti- | 1s Minortty take upon them the whole Sway and Go- 
9s bear | vernment of the Kingdome. The A& wherein they 
ce, exprelsd themſelves and their new Authority firſt, was 
the Commitment of Baldock,, the quondam Lord Chan- 


cellor, | 


—_—— 
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was lent to Newgate. It may be wonder'd why he was 
lo long ſpared ; they had ule of his Place, though not | 
of his Perſon ; and had no Power, if they had thrult | 
him out, to have brought in another, or to have exc- | 
cated it by Commiſſion , unleſs they would admit it as 
an act of the old King, until the new were Crowned. | 
FThis Cage was fit for ſuch a Coyſterel; but yet his 


place being ſo eminent , it was believed ſomewhat un- | 


worthy ; yet ſucceeding time made it not much our of 
{quare, when Trifſian Lord Chief Juſtice was hang'd, 
for interpreting the Law againſt Law and his own Con- 
{cience, tor the Kings advantage. Now the recolle&ed 


——— _— 
a nn 


cellor, who hath rhe Great Seal taken from bun, and | 
|; mit Baldock 


i *0 Newgate, 


{pirits begin to parallel time preſent with that precedent, 
and to meditate upon that act which had diſrobed and 
pur down an anointed King, that had ſo long {way'd 
the Scepter, to whom they had fo ſolemnly {worn Faith 


and Obedience : They finde the State little altered, | 


onely things are thought more handſomly carried, and 
the Actors were ſomewhat more warrantable; yet the 
Multitude, according to the vanity of their changeable 
hearts, begin already to be crop-{ick, withing tor their 
old Maſter, and ready to attempt any new Innovation : 
{uch is the mutability of the inconſtant Vulgar, defirous 
of new things, but never contented ; defpiling the time 
being, extolling that of their Foretathers, and ready to 
at any milchict to try by alteration the {uccedent ; like 


Week ſhould give them a new King, though it were 
to their own deſtruction. This occaſions many unplea- 
ſing Petitions and Suits tender d to the new King and 
his ProteQors, for the releaſement of Edward's Impri- 
ſonment , or at leaſt for. more freedom, or a more | 
noble uſage. But theſe touch too near the quick, co 
beget a ſudden anſwer. As things ſtood , they neither 
grant nor deny, either of them carrying with it ſo 


| 
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dangerous a hazard : If he were free, they mult _ 
; ands 
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Trefilian z 
Lord Chiet- 
Juſtice han- 
ged. 
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| The black 


' Monks 1m- 
patient of 
the King's 
reltraint. 


only incite 
the people, 
but makCc 
Donhead 
their Ca- 
ptain 3 : 


Who is 


clapt by thc 
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dies. 
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hands with their greatnels ; and a flat denial would 


| have endanger'd a ſudden tumule. They give good 


words, and promiſe more-than ever they meant to PCr- 


form, yielding many reaſons why they could nor yet 


give a definitive reſolution ; this for the preſent fari( 
| ies. oh 
| The black Monks are more importunate , and take 
| not this delay for an anſwer ; but being ſtill adjourn'd 
| over with protraCtion , they Jabour to bring that about 
| by Conſpiracy , which they could not do by Intreaty : 
in their publick Exliortations they invergh againſt the 
ſeverity of the King's uſage , and invite their Auditory 
to ſet to a helping hand to the procurement of his 
| Freedom ; they extenuate his Faults, and transfer them 


{ro them that had the guidance of his affairs, and not to | 


his own natural Diſpoſition ; they tax the impropriety 


| of the time, when the Kingdom was under the Govern- 


ment of a Child and a Woman; and ſpare no point 
that might advance compaſſion for the one, or procure 
a diſlike of the other. Neither are they content with 
{a verbal incitation, but fall to matter of fat, that 0- 
thers might move by their example : They make one 
of their number, named Donhead, their Captain ; a 
| good, ſtout, bold, and faGtious Fellow ; one that was 
daring enough, but knew better what belong'd to 
Church-Ornaments , than the handſome carriage of a 
Conſpiracy , that was to be managed by Armes, and 
not by the liberty of the Tongue ; whoſe liberaliry 
claps him by the heels, where he not long after dyes 
before he had ſo much as muſter'd his Covent. ; 


oT the Queen and Mortimer, to take off the peo- 
ple from harping farther upon this ſtring, ſend forth 
ec _— Proclamations, intimating a ſtrict charge 

r the reformation of divers petty Grievances ; and 


| withal are divulged ſundry probabilities of Forreign 


dangers irom France and Scotland : which were pre- 


| 
| 
{ 


This gathering Cloud thus diſpers'd without a 
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the ſame inſtant ſhe frees herſelf of her forreion Aid 
which 1n ſuch an occaſion might have as well ſerved wh 
defend the Kingdome , asyto invade it. They made, 
it 1s- true , an earneſt ſuit to be gone, having well 
feather'd their neſts ; but if the fear had been ſuch as 


was bruited , I think the Queen both might and would 


was weary of {o long a Vacation, or they were deſi- 
rous to ſhew themſelves at home with honour, whence 
they had parted with fo poor an expeCation ; and per- 
adventure ſhe was unwilling they ſhouid be witneſs of 
that unnatural Tragedy, which ſhe law then broyling 
in Mortimer's breaſt , though not reſolved on; which 
muſt have wounded her reputation in that Climate, 
where ſhe had won 1o great a belicf of her Wiſdome, 
Vertue , and Goodneſs. Liberally and nobly ſhe re- 
quites every man, according to his Merit and Condi- 
tion ; but to Sir John of Heynault, whoſe Heroick Spirit 
gave the firſt life to this action; and to the Oracle of 
her recovery, and all thoſe of the better fort, ſhe pre-. 
ſents many rich Jewels , and Annuities of yearly Re- 
venue , according to the quality of the time in being. 
They hold themſelves Royally requited ; and taking a 
ſolemn leave, are honourably accompanied to Dover, 
where they take their Farwel of the Kingdom, with a 
much merrier eye than when they firſt beheld it. 
Wholo ſhall wiſely conlider the deſperate attempt of 
this lictle handful of Adventurers, and their fortunate 
iſſue, may juſtly eſteem it one of the moſt memorable 
Paſſages of our time, ſince it.was merely guided by pity 
and compaſſion ; without pay , without proviſion, to 
attempt an ad not more dangerous than hopeleſs; yet 
they gave it perfection, without ſo much as the lols of 
any one man; and returned home glorious in honour, 
rich in purchaſe; not gained by pillage, robbery, or un- 
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{ently underſtood to be but mere fictions, in reſpect at | 


have retain d them. It may be their addiftion to Arms 


Sir Zohn of 
Heynault 
and the reſt 
rewarded. 


They de- 
part the.. | 
Kingdom, 


juſt rapine (the hope and revenue of a War; ) but by 
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the jufr reward que to cheir Valour and Vertue. The 
cauſe of ſo fair a progreſiton, and lo fucceistul an end, 
may have divers probabilities likely enough fo ground 
our judgment ; As the ſincerity ot the Intention, the 
goodneſs of the Work, and many other, which may 
be alledged : but the moſt ctiential may be drawn from 
this ; they were (though but a {mall one) yet an entire 
body, compoſed of fnch as knew what appertain'd to 
Arms and Breeding; Men thar were vertnouſfly in- 
clin'd, and aw'd with the true {enle of Religion (in the 
Wars of late years become a mere ſtranver) where no. 
Vidory 1s eſteem'd diſhonourable, no Purchaſe unlaw- 
ful. Certainly our Wars and our Plantations nearly | 
reſemble, being both uled as a Broom to {weep the 
Kingdome, rather than an enterprize to adorn it ; which [ 
| makes the event ſo unfortunate in War ; which alone; F 
falls properly within the compals of this Treatic , it } 
being the greateſt and moſt weighty work , that either 
gives honour or ſafety to a Kingdom : They thould be 


begun with Juſtice, and managed as well with Wil: A 


- 


| dome as Valour ; their beginning thould be with a £ 

choice care, which makes the ending fortunate. The £ 

; number of bodies is not the Strength, their tury not the | : 
Bulwork ; it is the Piety and true Valour of an Army, Z 

| which gives them Heart and Victory ; which how it can! ; 

| be expected out of Ruttians and Goal-birds , that arc | | 

| - | the {cum of the Commonwealth, I leave to your con- 
fideration. I commend his Curiotity, that would 


not buy a piece of Plate ſtoln from Orphans, though. 
he might have had it at an under-value, lawfully c- 

nough ; but more his reaſon, which would not commix | 
j1e with his own, for fear leſt ir might occafion a pu-| 
|niſhmentupon his which were innocent, and not toncht 
with a Guilt that mighr in Juſtice challenge Vengeance. | 
But in the Military Practice it is believed, {fo a man 
[have | ſhape and limbs, *tis no matter though he have 
[murder d his own Father, or committed Incelt with his 
[55+ | Mother ; 
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Mother; ; it is his metal. , not his conditions, v1Ves him | 
admittance : Hence ſpring Treachery, char forſakes his | 
Colours; Treaſon, that betr ays the Ca ptain ; and ar the | - 
beſt , thoſe actions of Bloud and Murder, thar cry ay 
ther fo Vengeance, than.promiſe V /ictory. A General, | 
it 15 true, that hath his Army made to his hand, cannot | 
diſtinguiſh their conditions ; the firſt a& is he: errour of 
thoſe entruſted ; yet if he in the knowledge continue, | 
and not puniſh the praftice of 1o barbarous aGions, 
though it be againſt an enemy, It muſt wound his Ho- 
nour, and endanger his Satcty , liable to the accompt | 
of thoſe rranſereſſions, which arc acted by thotc that | 
arc under his charge widhols a juſt puninment. Ir 1s 
an Obſervation remarkable . that a Preſs coming into | 
pg e Country , there 1s a oreat deal of ſhift made in eve- | 
Town and Village to Jay hold of all the moſt noto- 
rious debauch'd Raſcals, to fill up the number ;. theſe 
clear the C oalt, and are believed tit Champions to tight | 
tor their Sovercigns Honour, and the Kingdoms Safety ; | 
becauſe in. want of Pay (the ruine of an | 


and To's k atner, 


Army, they are beſt able to live by their Trade. Burt | | 


what laws! * They arc either led ro the Slaughter, or | | 


by the Divine Juſtice prove the ruine of the icon rprite; 
or returmug , practile private Villanies with more con- 
dence ; or publick Mutinies,under pretence of wait of 
Wages. | 

But I will leave them to a retormation , and proceed The ins 


to the Tr agedy of this unfortunate King, who 15 now [ak from 
the Earl of 


taken from the Farl of Lancaſter, and delivered over by LES 


Indenture to Sir Morrice Berkley and Sir Jobn Matrawas. | dclivercd to | 


Sir AMyrrice 


They lead him back to the Cage of his firſt Imprilon- aa js 
EVRIey ab) 


ment 3 carrying him clolely , and with 2 reſerved Se- Sir | Fobn 


crecy, le{t his Friends m the knowledge of his Remove | M-travas, 


might attempt his Freedome.--- And to make his Difco- ms 
very more dithcult , they dishgure him . by cutting | move bim 
off his Hair, and ſhaving of his Beard. Edward, that |in diſguiſe. 


had been formerly hon 1ourably uled, and tenderly ſer-| 


ved, | 
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——  1vyed, is bitterly grieved with this Indignity ; and one | 
| The x hho day among the reſt , when they came to ſhave him, 
| APA_S which was attempted without fire ,. and a cold liquor, 
dignitics | his eyes pour forth a ſtream of Tears in lenſe of his | 
 Misfortune , which to the inquiſitive Actors gives this | 
anſwer, He would have ſome warm water, in ſpight of all | 
| their malice. Another time , ia the preſence of two or 
| | three of thoſe that were as well ſet to be Spies over 
him , as to guard him, in a deep Melancholy Paſſion ; 
His Com- { he thus diſcours'd his Sorrow. 1s mine off ence (quoth | 
| Paint. | he) ſo great and prievous , that it deſerves nor pity nor | 
aſſiſtance ® Ts Chriſtian Charity , all Goodneſs loft ; and , 
nothing left in Subje& , Child, or Servant, that taſtes of | 
Duty * Is W, edlock-love forgotten ſo fully , all at once z 
forſake me ® Admit my errours fit for reformation ; I will : 
not juſtifie my ſelf, or cenſure others : Is't not enough that | 
it bath taken from me my Crown , the Glory of my former } 
being, but it muſt leave me void of native comfort £ I yet : 
remain a Father, and a Husband ; a Soweraion and a Ma- 2 
fter loft, cannot deprive me of that which 3s mine own, till Z 
| Death diſſolve me : W here then 15 filial Lowe © Where z 
that A feetion that waits upon the Laws of God and Na- £ 
ture ® My wretched Cares have not ſo much transform'd 4 
me, that I am turnd to Baſilisk, or Monſter. What can : 
they fear, that they refuſe to ſee me ® unleſs they doubt ; 
mine eyes can dart deſtruction. T have no other Weapons L 
that may fright them; and theſe ( God wot ) have only [} 
tears to drown them. Can they believe or once ſuſpet a 1 
danger in viſit of a poor diſtreſſed Captive ® 1 heir hardned ; 
| bearts I know are not ſo noble , or apt to take a gentler 2 
milde impreſſion, by ſeeing theſe poor ruines thus forſaken ; : 
What then occaſions this ſo great a ſtrangeneſs , or makes x 
them jealous of ſo poor a venture ® Are they not yet con- : 
tent in the poſſeſſion of all that once was mine, now theirs ? 7 
P But by* what title , their. Arms can better tell , than can 7 
their Conſcience. My miſled harmleſs Children are not 1 
Is guilty ; my Wife betrays them, and falſe Mortimer ; who : 
_ © AVESAKER | —— | | elſe G F 
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elſe I Lnow would run to ſee their Father. - Tuſtly I pay| 


the price of former folly, that let him ſeape to work mine 


' ſon , he had not liy'd to work me this diſhonour. But 
time will come my wrongs will be revenged, when he ſhall 
fall with his own weight unpitied. Thou wretched ſtate 
of Greatneſs, painted Glory , that falling find'ſt thine own 
the moſt perfidious; muſt thou ſtill live, and yet not worthy | 
of one poor look ? It 3s a meer Injuſtice : Would they would 
take my Life, tis that they aim at. I will efteem it as an 
aft of pity, that, as I live, but hate mine own Condition. 

Here with a deep ſigh: of ſca[ding Paſſions , his tears 
break looſe afreſh,, to cool their fury. All fadly filent 
while he reſts perplexed, a ſtander by makes this un- 
civil anſwer , whom Mortimer had placed to increaſe his 
ſorrow. Moſt gracious Sir , the Queen your Wife , and 
Children, are juſtly jealous of your cruel nature ; they know 
too well your heat and former fry, to come too near ſo great 
and ſure a danger ; beſides, they are aſſur d that your in- 
tentions are bent to work them hurt , or ſome foul miſchief, 
if they adventure to approach your preſence. 

The Queen my Wife (quoth he) hath ſhe that Tithe, 


while I that made her ſo am leſs than nothing ® Alas poor 


| 


faſhion no one excuſe but this ſo word of reaſon ® Is there 
| a poſſibility in her Suſpitton ® Can.I, being ſo reſolved, 
acti a Murder , or can their falſe hearts dream me ſo ill- 
minded ? IT am , thou ſeeſt , a poor forſaken Priſoner , as 
far from ſuch a Power, as W. ill to aft it ; they too well 
know it , to ſuſpect my nature. But let them wonder on, 
and ſcorn my ſorrow , I muſt endure , and they will taſte 
their errour. But fellow, thou that takſt ſuch ſawey 


which thou ſhould$t cover, not preſume to queſtion; Know, 
Edward's heart s as free from thine aſperſions , as thou or 


| 


| own confuſion : Had he had his deſert, the price of Trea- | 


wretched woman, can her invention, apt for miſchief, | 


boldneſs to charafter and ſpeak thy Sowereigns errours , | 


| they from Truth or Moral Goodneſs. When he had ended 


theſe words, he rgrires himſelf to his Chamber, ſad and 


The Kin 
is uncivilly 


upbraided. 


His Anſwer. 
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The Queen 
and Morti- 
mer unquict 


ſtill. 


L melancholy ; thinking Is Cate was hard and deſperate, 


but dully continued, there being a whiſpering murmur 


| wanting to give it perfection. Such is the vanity of 


[could give , and were fole Monarch of the world , he 


| within his compaſs. This made this pair ſtop here 


motion. They ſce the Lords , that were their prime 


| bough was lopt that ſhadow'd ore their greatneſs ; an- 


when ſuch a paulrry Groom durſt fo affront him. 


cheir Ambition, had yet a wary eye to the main, which 
they knew principally conſiſted m the fure keeping of 
their Priſoner. They fee their plauſible income was 


not ſo cloſely mutter'd, but that it came to their ears, 
which ſhew'd an abſolute diflike of the manner of their 
proceedings : Though they had all the marks and eflen- 
tial parts of Sovereignty, the name alone excepted, yer 
they had unquiet and troubled thoughts: What they 
with'd they had obtain'd , yet there was ſtil] ſomething 


our imagination, which faſhions out a period to our de- 
ſires, that being obtaind, are yet as looſe and reſtle(s. 
Ambition hath no end, but ſtil] goes upward, never 
content or fully ſatisfied. It man had all that Farth 


yet would farther; and as the Giants did make War 
with Heaven, rather than loſe thoſe Symptomes of his | 
Nature. Fear to preſerve what 1s unjuſtly gotten, doth 
give the new-made preat one agitation , which ſome- 
thing Iimits his immenſe aftections, that do believe he 
muſt ſtil mount up higher , and elſe would ſwallow all 


a while, to ſtrengthen and more afſure what was al- 
ready gotten : They know the people giddy, falſe, in- 
conſtant ; a teather wagg'd would: blow them to com- 


Supporters, {ceminsg content, in heart not fatisfied ; the 


other was ſprung up as large and fearful ; which though 


The Queen and Mortimer revelling in the height of | 


pectations cozen'd. | 
The Grievance ſtill continues great and heavy, not 


[more noble, yet no Iels aſpiring. The drooping tongue. 
'of the dejected Kingaom doth grumble out his ex- 
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chang d in {ſubſtance , but alone in habit; a juſt com- | 
paſſion aggravates the clamour , to ſee their former 
King {o hardly uſed, ſhort of his Honour, Merit, Birth, | 
and Calling. Theſe paſlages related, twgled the ears PR 
of our great Mortimer ; he knew that all was now at cars rh 
ſtake , which unprevented muſt hurl them back again 
with worle conditions. No longer can he mince his 
own Conceptions, but plainly tells the Queen the cauſe | He tells the 
muſt perith, Edward muſt dye.; this is the only refuge LT the 
muſt make all ſure, and cleanfe this fad ſuſpicion ; fo | dic.” " 
long as he remain'd, their fear continues, as would the 
hope of them attempt their” ruine. The Warranty of 
Arms had a fair colour ; that ſhould be levied ro art- 
tempt his reſcue, which had a Royal ſtamp to raiſe and 
make them current. If ſuch a Proje& ſhould be once 
in aGton, it would be then too late to ſeek to crols it. 
All men are apt to pity fo great a King opprefled; and 
not ſo much look on what he had been, as what he is, 
and being reſtor'd he might be. 

The Queen , whole heart was yet believed innocent | She ſeems 
of ſuch foul Murther, is, or at leaſt ſeems, highly diſcon- | iFoncer- 

: : cd, 

tented ; She acknowledges his preſent Sufferings greater | 
than his Offences, or mighr become the King, her Lord 
and Husband ; and holds this act of too too foul In- 
juſtice, which ſtiles her Son a Homicide , and her a] | 
Monſter : The crimſon Guilt of ſuch a crying ation +; 
could not eſcape the cruel hand of Vengeance: If ir | 
might be concealed from humane Knowledge, the All-| 
knowing Power of Heaven would Jay it open. She 
thinks it more than an a of Bloud, ro kill a Husband, 
and a King, that ſometimes. loved her : She thinks her 
Son not of ſo il] a nature., as to ſlip o're his Fathers 


Death untouch'd, unpuniſh'd, when that he was grown 
Theſe motives made her thus 
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up in power to {itt 1t. 


return her Anfwer. | 
Let 1s reſolve (dear Friend ) to run all hazards, rather [$1 cums 


than this that is fo foul and cruel ; let ws not ſtain our | her Aulver. 
Souls \ © | 
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His Reply. 


| ore le ſſen'd; we are ftll ſubje& to the ſelf ſame bazard, 
| and have to boot our proper Guilt to cauſe it. Thoſe that | 


| more harmleſs ; nee can my heart-conſent to kill my Huſ- 


Fouls with Royal Bloud and Murder, which ſeldome ſcapes 
unſeen , but never unpuniſh d, eſpecially for fuch a fear as 
is but caſual: while we are innocent , at worſt our danger 
is but privation of this glorious ſhadow , which Death can 
take, when we be lieve it ſureſt ; but if we taint the in- 
ward part with ſuch a tinElure , our proper Guilt will 
bring continual terrour , a fear that never dyes , but lives 
ftill dying. If Edward d get looſe, what need we fear 
bim, that pull'd him down when he was great, at higheſt 9 
Why fbould we then reſolve his Death or Murder ® this 
Help may ſerve -when we are deſperate of other Remedies, 
which yet appears not. To aft ſo- great a fin without com- 
pulſion, addes to the deed, and makes it far more odious ; 
nor can it plead excuſe if after queſtion d, that hath no 
cauſe but merely Suppoſition. Say that he were a dead 
man, gone and hopeleſs , neither onr fears or dangers are 


do hate or envy us, can any" other pretexts, -as fair as 
this , to ſhake us ; which we ſpall better cruſh, while we 


are guiltleſs. Then think upon ſome *" courſe as ſure, 


band. 

Mortimer being nettled with this Reply, fo far wide 
of the aim which in his bloudy thoughts he had fo 
conſtantly reſolved on , thought he would return the 
Queen as bitter a Pill, as ſhe had given him to bite on ; 
which makes him thus reply in anger. 

Madam, who bath the time to friend, and doth negle& 
it, is juſtly falling ſcorn'd, and ſinks unpitied. Hawe you 
for this endur d ſo bitter tryals,” to be at length a foe to| 
your own ſafety * Did you outrun your Troubles , ſuffering 


meanly, but to return unto your firſt condition © If it be 


(ſo, 1 muſt approve your Reaſons, and ſay your grounds 


were like your project, hopeful ; You ſee your glorious Mor- 


| ning now turn'd cloudy; the Kingdom doth repine to ſee our 


| Greatneſs, yet have no hope but in the King depoſed ; who \ 


taken 
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_ _— what fear can juſtly move us © Tour youthful | 
"on we ll rule till be grows older, and in that time eſta- 
| bliſh ſuch a Greatneſs, as he ſhall hardly touch or dare to 
queſtion. To caſt a world of doubts is vain and ſenſeleſs, 
where we enforc'd muſt cithes a or periſh, and to be-nice 
m that hath no eleSion, doth waſte out time, and not pre- 
| ni juice theo ne 
my. fortune, that gave my heart | 
to ſuch a female Weakneſs. Is there a diſproportion in 
this action , to keep the Crown with bloud , that was /o 
gotten © Is there a more reſtraint fo keep than Let by Trea- 
fon ? If ſo, I yield, and will ſit ſtill and rnine. Had Ed- 
ward known or fear d, he had prevented, nor you nor I had 
had the Power to hurt him : But be neglected time,and now 
repents it ; and ſo muſt we,if we embrace his errour. Fear 
xs far leſs in ſenſe than apparition, and makes the ſhadow 
| greater than the ſubje&} , which makes a faintneſs as the 
F ancy leads it, where is ſmall reaſon to be ſo affeSted. You 
urge it cannot be concealed or hidden. I not deny but it 
may be diſcovered ; ſuch deeds may yet be ſo contrived and 
acted, that they prevent all proof, if” not ſuſpicion. But 
why do I ſpend time in this perſwaſion ® let bim get free, 
whom we ſo much have wronged, let him examine our pro- 
| ceedings, ſift our actions, perhaps he will forget, forgive, 
| | be reeonciled : and ſpare your tears, leſt that your mighty 
| Brother ſhould chance grow angry: if you loſe your Greatneſs, 
| you may if you be pleaſed abide the tryal. Mortimer s 
| reſol&'d, ſince you refuſe his judgment, you neither prize 
his ſafety, nor his ſervice ; and therefore he will ſeek ſome 
| other refage before it be too late, and too far hopeleſs. 
{ With this he flings away in diſcontentment, as if he pos 
; ! a. | ings away. | 
meant with ſpeed to quit the Kingdom. The amazed 
Queen purſues and overtakes him , who ſeem'd unwi1l- 


| 
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| ling to prolong the treaty: Stay, gentle Mortimer , = 
\(quoth the) 1 am a Woman , fitter t9 bear and take ad-| cpottulati-! 
vice, than give it ; think not I prize thee in ſo mean a| on. 
faſhion, as to deſpiſe thy Safety or thy Council. Muſt Ed-| 
| De wa | 
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She unwil- 
lingly con- 
ſents to the 
Kings 
Death, 


The Kings 


Keepers 
changcd. 


| 
' He is rc- 


| moved to 
| Corf Calile. 


| NOUs. 


of Greatneſs, frail Condition , that is preſery d by Blond, 


ſecur'd by Murder ! 1 dare not ſay I yield, or yet deny it ; 


Shame ſtops the one, the other Fear forbiddeth : only I beg 
I be not made partaker , or privy to the time , the means, 
the manner. With this ſhe weeps, and fam would have 
recanted, but ſhe ſaw in that courle a double danger. 
Mortimer, that had now what he lookt for, aſſures 
her he would undergo the act and hazard; which 
would not have moved, if not inforced by thoſe ſtrong 
motives of their certain danger. He requeſts alone the 
King might ſeal a Warrant, that he may change anew 
his former Keepers. Sir Morice Barcklaye , as it ſeems, 
had been aloof off treated with, bur was not pliable, 
or apt to faſten; he was both careful of his Charge, 
and Maſters Safety ; this takes him ſuddenly from his 


cuſtody. Sir Thomas Townrlie {upplies his place, with 
his old partner ; they having received their new War- 
rant, and their Royal Priſoner, carry him by ſudden 


and haſty Journeys to Cork-Caſtle, the place that in all 
the world he moſt hated. Some ſay that he was foretold 
by a certain Magician, who as it ſeems was his Crafts- 
maſter, that this place was to him both fatal and omi- 
'Twas 1ll in him to ſeek by ſuch Ul and unlawtul 
means the knowledge of that, which being known did 
but augment his ſorrow. Whatſoever the cauſe was, 
bis arrival here makes him deeply heavy, ſad and me- 
lancholy : his Keepers, to repel this humour , and to 
take him off trom all fear and ſuſpicion , feed him with 
new hopes and pleaſant diſcourſe, improving his former 
entertainment both in his Diet and Attendance ; while 
his milgiving ſpirit ſuſpects the Iſſue : Though he would 
tain have faſhion'd his belief to give them credit, yet 
he had ſuch a dull cloud about his heart, ir could re- 
cerve no comtorr. ” 

The fatal Night in which he ſuffer'd ſhipwrack, he 
cats a hearty Supper, but ſtays not to diſpeſt it ; imme- 


diately 


| — 


- 


__— 


ward dye, and is there no prevention © Oh wretched ſtate : 
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daately he goes to Bed , with ſorrow heavy; atloon he | 
takes his Reſt, and ſleeps ſecurely, not dreaming of his 
end fo near approaching. Midright the Patron of this 


jurd Traitors fical ſoftly to his Chamber , tinding him 
in a {weet and quiet Sleep, taking away his Lite in that 


advantage. | 
The Hiſtorians of theſe Times differ both in the 


time, place, and manner of his Death; yet all agree, 


that there was no vilible or apparent figne which way 


that he was foully and inhumanly murther'd, yet lo, | 


and ſhews evidently that it was done by an extremity 
of Violence : they long efcape not : though Mortimer's 
greatneſs for the preſent time keep them both from 
| queſtion and puiſhment, yet by the Divine Juſtice they 
all meet with a miſerable and unpitied Death ; and the 
Maſter-work-man himtelf in a few years after ſuffered 
an ignominious Execution. | 

The Queen, who was guilty but in circumſtance, and 
but an accellory to the Intention, not the Fac, taſted 
with a bitter time ot Repentance, what it was but to 
be quoted in the Margent of {uch a Story ; the ſeveral 
relations ſo variouſly expreſt of their Conteſlions, that 
were the Adqors and Confenters to this deed, differ fo 
mainly,that it may be better paſt over in filence;than fo 
much as touch'd ; eſpecially fince it it were in that cruel 
manner, as is by the mayor part agreed on, it was one 
of the moſt inhumane and. barbarous a&s that ever fel] 
within the expreſſion of all our Engliſh Stories; fitter 
rather to be paſs'd over in ſilence, than to be diſcours d, 
ſince it both diſhonourcth our Nation, and 1s in the 
Example ſo dangerous. It ſeems Mortimer was yet a 
Novice to Spencer's. Art, of that ſame Italian-trick of 
Poyſoning , which queſtionleſs had wroughe this work 


horrid Murder being newly come, this Crew of per- |” 


'twas ated. A ſmall tratt of time diſcovers the Aﬀors, | 


; 


He is mur- 


dercd, 


{as ſurely, with a lels noiſe, and fewer agents: It had 


ledge 


been happy if ſuch a Villany had never gain'd know-| 


| 
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ledge or imitation 1n the World : ſince it came to be 
| entertain'd as a neceſlary ſervant of State , no man that 
| runs in oppoſition, or ſtands in the way of Greatneſs, 
:« almoſt fecure in his own houſe, or among his Friends 
lor Servants. I would to God we had not freſh in 
} our Memory fo many bleeding Examples, or that this 
| Diabolical Practice might ſtop his career with the Mil. | 
chief ir hath already done : But fo long as the clofe con- 
| veyance 15 deemed a Politick Vertue, and the Inſtru- 
| ments by Power and Favour are protected, what can be 
| expected, but that in ſhort time 1t muſt tall under the 
| compals of a Trade or Myltery , as fit for private Mur- 
| therers as Statelmen? : 
Bur leaving the profeſſors of this execrable practice 
to their deſerts, and that guilt which ſtill torments them; | 
| Thus fell that unfortunate King Edward the Second, | 
who by the courſe of Age and Nature might have out- 
| [run many years, had not his own Diſorder, the Inh- 
delity of his Subjects, and the Treachery of thoſe that 
had deprived him of his Kingdome, ſent him to an un- 
timely Death and Ruine. Many Reaſons are given, = 
' | probable enough, to inſtance the neceſſity of his Fall, - 
| which queſtionleſs may be the ſecondary means; but 
his Doom was regiſter d by the in{crutable Providence 
of Heaven, which with the {cli-ſame Sentence puniſh'd 
| both him and Richard the Second his great Grandchild, 
who was coequally guilty of the ſame Errours, that 
both betrayed them and the Peace of their Kingdome. |. 
Henry the Sixth, though he taſted of the ſame Cup of 
Depoſition, yet. there was more reaſon to induce it : 
| Henry the Fourth his Grandfather was an Uſurper , and 
had unjuſtly got the Crown by pulling down the Houſe 
of York , and exalting that of Lancaſter, which in Ju- | 
{tice brings it back again to the right Inheritour ; yet 
| were not thoſe times innocent of thoſe enormities which | 
| occaſion'd their confuſion. It is moſt true, that Henry | 
himſelf was a ſweet harmleſs condition'd Man, religious, | 
h and | (> 
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and full of Moral Goodneſs; but he was fitter for a 
. Cloiſter than a Crown , being tranſported with a Di- 
| vine Rapture of Contemplation, that took him off from 
' the care of all Worldly Afﬀairs ; while Margaret his 
Wite, Daughter of Reynard that ſtil'd himſelf King of 
Naples and Feruſale;:, afted her part with a like imita- 
tion ; though ſhe had not a Gaveſton, a Spencer, or a 
Duke of Ireland, yet ſhe had a Suffolk , and a Somer- 
| ſet, that could teach the ſame way to the Deſtruction 
and Depoſition of her Husband. 


alone , fince the Conqueſt of the Normans, unleſs we 
; rank into the number Edward the Fifth, which muſt be 
| with an impropricty, ſince he was by Richard his Ty- 
rannical Uncle murdered before he was Crowned : 
"If we example him with them, we may it is true con- 


fore he enjoy'd it, or had the perfeQtion of years to 
make known his Inclination. The event that followed 


| them what it is to hazard a Kingdome , and their own| 
| Lives, by the continuing of a wiltul Ecrour. Certainly 

we have had other Kings fully as vicious, that have 
out-liv'd their Vices, not dying by a violent hand, but 


more-cautelous and flexible, and were content in the 
| more moderate uſe of their own Vices. 

The Condition of this our Edward , the ſubje& of 
this Story, was not in it ſelf more hurttul, than dange- 
rous to the Peace and Tranquillity of the whole King- 
dome. If by Heat. of Youth, Height of Fortune, or 
| the Corruptions of Nature , the Royal AﬀeGtions flic 
looſely and at random); yet if it extend no farther than 


| the ſatisfaQtion of the private Appetite, it may obſcure 
| the 'glory, bur not ſupplant the ſtrength and ſafety of a 


Thele three ſympathized in their Royal Inheritance, | 
in their Depoſitions, Deaths, and Fortunes ; and theſe | 


clude. his caſe moſt miſerable, that loſt the Crown be: | 


the others, eſpecially the two precedent, may be fitly | 
a Caution and Admonition to Poſterity, and teach} 


by the ordinary and eafie courſe of Nature ; they were | 


R n_ Scepter. 
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|Sceptcr. But when it is not only vicious in 1t felf, ' but | 
doth patronize It 1n others, not bluſhing or ſhrinking 
in the juſtification , it 15a fore-running and preſaging 
Evidence, that threatens danger, if not deſtruction. It 
is much- in a King , that hath ſo great a Charge deli- 
ver d over to'his care and cuſtody, to be himſclt dif: | 
ſolute , licentious , and il]-aftected ; but when he falls 
into a ſecond errour, making more delinquents Kings, 
|| where one is too much, he brings all into diſorder, and 
makes his Kingdome rather a Stage of Oppreſſion, than 
the Theater of Juſtice, which opens the ready way to 
an enſuing Miſery. The heart of the Subject as it is 
Ii obliged, ſo it is continued by the Majeſty and Good- | 
| | - [neſs of the King: 1f either prove proſiitute, it untics 
the links of AﬀeGion ; thoſe loſt, the breach of Duty 
ſucceeds , which hunts after nothing but Change and 
Innovation. The bridle of the Laws is too weak a re- 
ſtriction, eſpecially when it 1s infring'd by him , that is| 
moſt bound to protect it. Neither can the King in Ju- 
| 1 tice blame or puniſh the breach, when he himſelf goes 
| | the way of ſubverſion of thoſe Precepts, which ſhouid | 
b preſerve his Peace and Obedience. Ir is ſo ſingular and 
[r fo weighty a Conſideration, that a Burthen ſhould never | 
| be impoſed upon the Subject by extent of the Prero- 
| | . |gative; that may beget a juſt Grievance, beſides the 
| ' | grief in payment; the novelty of the a&t,incites to a tu-| 
 muſtuous oppoſition. Where there is neither Law to 
' | warrant, nor fit preſident to induce the Injuſtice of 
ii - [the demand, ſuch aGtions begin in Complaint , which 
© [unredreſſed fall into an extremity , which draws with | 
| it a deſperate hazard. If the tye of Duty and Alle-} 
= | Zeance preſerve the Obedience to the Crown inviolate, 
\ _ [let him beware that is the Prime Inſtrument, or Seducer; 
"os for he muſt be perſecuted with implacable hatred, which | 
ends not until he be made a Sacrifice to expiate and 
ws (|. | quench the tury, or the endangering of his Maſter by 
& |, . [his unjuſt ProteGtion. It js no lels proper for the Ma- | 
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| yet ought it in ſome meaſure to be fatisfactory, as well 


E D WAR D the Second 9s | 159 | 


jeſty and Goodneſs of a King , in caſe of a general 


Complaint , to Jeave thoſe great Cedars to the trial of 4 
the Law, and their own purgation ; this makes known | | 
the integricy and equality of his Juſtice, which ſhould : oY 
not be extended to the grubbing up: of Brambles and 
Shrubs, while monſirous Enormitics of a greater height 
and danger icape unlopped. The accumulation of his 
Favour, though :it be a property of his own Power, 


in the preſent worth of him ele&ed, as in his future 
progreſlion ; elſe in the continuance he windes himſelf 
into the danger of participating his hatred, as well as 
protection of his Errour. The eye of the Subject waits 
curiouſly upon their Sovereigns ations, which if they 
ſeem to degenerate from his Wiſdome and Greatneſs, 
and preferring a private Inconvenience before the re- 
dreſs of a publick Grievance, it by degrees varies the 
integrity of the heart , and begets a liberty of Speech; 
which fall often on the actions of Revolt and Tumulc. | 


Neither 1s it proper (if there muſt be a Dotage in the , 
Royal Aﬀections) that the object of their weakneſs 
ſhould ſway and manage the Aﬀairs of State ; ſuch an 
Intermixture begers Confuſion , and Diforder, accom- 


panied with Envy, Hatred, and a world of Errours : It | 
the King be never ſo innocent, yet in this courſe | þ 
he cannot avoid the actions of Injuſtice. Experience ] 
tells the right uſe of a Favourite. A good Caule in | 'S 


the integrity of time warrants it ſelf, and needs no ſup- 
porter: But Imperfe&ion , Fraud, Diſhoneſty , and 
Weakneſs intrue Worth, fly to his proteQion, that by 
his ſtrength they may preyail, which in Equity and 
uſtice are meerly corrupt and counterfeit : Money, 
Friends, or Favour engageth him, and he his Maſter ; 
hence procecd all manner of Oppreſſion and Diſorder. 
Let -the Spring-head be never fo pure and unpolluted, 
yet ſuch a Diver makes it foul and muddy. A {mooth | 
Tongue finding a favourabic hearing , {ets a fair glols| 
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The Raign and Death of 


. | upon the blackeſt Overture ; Love and a {ſeeming Good- | 


neſs leads, where all ſeems currant 3 which hatches | 


Kingdom ſufter, ſo miſguided. Had this unhappy ſub- 
ze& of this Story not been thus abufed , had he been 
| worſer far , he had ſubſiſted ; but when for his inglo- 
rious Minions , Gaveſton and Spencer , who ſucceſſively 
enjoy'd him , he made the Kingdome a prey to their 
Infolence, he found both Heaven and Earth conſpir'd 
his ruine. So preat a Fall theſe Jatter times produce 
|not; a King in a potent Kingdome of his own, depoſed 


by a handful of Strangers, who principally occaſioned | 
it, without ſo much as any Kinſman, Friend, or Subje& | 


in his Quarre]l. But you may obje&, He fell by Infi-| 
delity and Treaſon, as have many other that went be- | 
fore and followed him. *Tis true ; but yet withal ob- | 
| ſerve, here was no ſecond Pretendents, but thoſe of 
his own, a Wife, and a Son, which were the greateſt 
Traytors :. had he not indeed been a Traytor to him: | 


weary Pen doth now defire a reſpite; wherefore leaving 
the perfection of this, to thoſe better Abilities that 
are worthy to give it a more full expreſſion ; I reſt, 
until ſome more fortunate Subjet invite a new Rela- | 
tion. | 


{ 


daily broods of grief and miſchief: Thus doth the | 


that either with his Tongue or Sword declar'd himſelf | 


ſelf, they could not al] have wronged him. But my j 
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